PF <2 I, a ; . ; | 
e % *- % "8 Mia, > * 54 L 1 1 , 9 


A 
% # — 5 
p 4 * * £ 
; . . , k 3 
on 7 . 
#47 #3, 2 2 , 
D : * : 3 ; 
. 7 4 . * N ww $5 1 « » A * ; 4 
f * * * : 1 TVs 1 ! * * * PF +4 £2 "s 2 7 
- 
Sx eas >>. a i „ hat * F ” - . © — * — — 
s 5 a 1 F * 7 Oo * 9 us . 
4 — * 1 * 8 „ 79 = * , © Sg o 1 2 KR 
F N : 5 T's . " > ol ? f ee 5 ; 26 
: 8 0 X & 7 2 A PODS: 4 7 Wo, 
L s 93 * = , hs. 5 WF Res 2 # — " : : 3 ” > 1 * "+07 
” 0 . 4 h : . 
C1 e Reverend Mr. JoHN STRAIGHT, B. P. 
bi F 655 \ N 
\ J * 1 * 2 1 oy by —— 5 * * « r Fe) 


ate Vicar of Finden in Saher, and 
Fellow of Magdalen „Oran. 


$ 


* 0 P p 
_ * 


* ' = 3 5 , * l * * a * 
„ 0 — * 7 s * * 
Re 3 * 12 £ * 
1 * 4 5 


liſh'd by SUBSCRIPTION 


# 
£2 , F , 


5 BAxNETIT I of his WI DO w. 


1 1 
. Fiel 


near Licolr 


"Et Ya PL © Ex 


, 
* 
, 1 / 


- 


CCCP n r FE · A AL RAB tows, READ 7 ES 


* 


HT, Fo. 


F VE O31 * 
2 wm pn, * 
2 S * . 
- $ * 


DISCOURSE I 


The Diſpoſition key for receiving 
_ Truth, hens, 


ak. iv. 15. 3 
But Sul the Truth in Love. 


Our two governing Powers, the Underſtandin 8 
and the Will. 
Their mutual Aſſiſtance neceſſary foreach, other's 


Improvement. 


I. What we are to underſtand by ſpeaking the 
Tank 7 | 


It relates not * to 5 the 4a of the Tongue, bor : 


the Exerciſe of the Underſtanding. | 
The Underſtanding our great Prerogative, 
Moral and Religious, Truths the proper Object 
of it. 


M en of 'all Perkuafions think chemſelves in For : 


ſeflion of theſe Truths. 


This a Reaſon for obliging all Men to e-. 


mine their Pretenſions. 


Therefore the Apoſtle Exhortaion as applicable 


now, a8 former! V. 


N. 


* 
8 


77 an Lane Term of peculiar Import in the New- 

; Teftament. 

5a Aſſemblage « of Virtues rather than a par- 
ticular Affection. 


: * E - implies that Temper of Mind which Feſus 
: = _  -» - Chriſt recommended to his Diſciples. gs 
III. The Connexion between this Temper of 
Mind and the Diſcovery of Truth. 


Difficult to convince Men of Truth, who will 
. | not regulate their Diſpoſitions, 
ER - - -, without that, even their Convictions uſeleſs. 
Jo remove our Intereſt in Error is preparing the 


Mind, not only for recelying, but OY 
"Truth, 


DISCOURSE . 


The Cauſes of Averſion to Truth. 


Le: ; John viii. 48. 
| . Becauſe I tell ye the Truth, ye believe me not. 


Truth the natural Object of the Underſtanding. 
- = = to hate it, is inverting human Nature. 


I. Men may fo far corrupt their Natures as to 
become Enemies to Tuch. 

Falſhood as ſuch, not to be embraced by 0 the Un- 

derſtanding. N 

the Power of diſpoſing this F Faculty variouſly 

| neceſſary to free Agents. 

aklnꝗd in this View the great l of Man- 
| : _ PR” . 


Rey different kind of it requires. A 0 


N to N vie; A "= 


by evil Diſpoſitions. N 


Hap ineſs of ſome fort erochet th ſpreme v View 
all Men. | 


Behaviour. 8 e 
By the Choice of our Happineſs the Faculties of 
our Perception influenced. wh 
A Miſtake in tis repec of cours milie 
EK 
- - - introduces by ecs a fort of moral Neceſ- 
ſity of disbelieving Truth. 


nt. The proper Method of correfting 4 this Evil. | 


The Over-poiſe of the Affections the gets DiF ; 
order of human Nature. 

The Remedy muſt be applied here. 

To this Point the Gol pel N is ad- 

_ dreſſed: 

The ny there provided. 


DISCOURSE II. 


Repentance the- leading Principle of chr 


Matt. a.. 0 

EK 

158 in the Goſpel. Import of it, the Soutre of 
all Religion and Virtue. | 


Our Duties both towards God and Man riſe in 


proportion, as they are influenced by it. 
The Means of ne, this e 


. Repentance. 
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„ SABLE” -- 

Fobu Bopti , the Forerunner of Feſus Chrifl, 

| ht no other Doctrine. 8 8 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf teaches it. 

- - - ſends his Di ſciples to preach it, 
then the ſeventy — on the ſame Account. 

Hence it an to be the Means firſt pre- 


ſcribed. 


II. An Enquiry into the Nature of this Duty. 
Which appears evidently from the Baptiſt's 3 
ſwers to the —— put to him. 
It is overcoming thoſe 1 evil Hibits to 
____- which we are enſlav 
This the only natural Method of beginning 2 
Reformation. 
There can be no Improvements without 1 
Little or no Notice taken of it 2 che ancient 
Moraliſts. | 


'DISCOURSE'W. 


Directions for reading the Scri yearn, = 


| © John v. 3 9. 
8 earch the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have 
eternal Life. 


2 {tron g Deſire and Longing after Immorts- 


ty. 
The Scriptures afford us the beſt and utmoſt Afi. 


rances of it. 
Rules and Regulations that thus neceſſirily reſult 
from our ſearching the Scriptures, 
1. We. ſhould read them with this conſtant View, 
Dix. of * in them * Life. 


2. We 


0 1 ER 1 * ; TT a i ; 


2. We ſhould joke whip them @s fully „ fffcion 
for this End. | 
3. We ſhould carefully tad to thoſe Dutt the 
Scriptures lay the greateſt Streſs upon. 
Hence we may obſerve the great Sin 
| ft. of prohibiting the Scriptures, =" 
2. of ridiculing them. 5 5 + 
3. of miſinterpreting them. . 
4. of — them only to a e our Vi. 
nity or Curio! © les 


DISCOURSE, v. 


The Goſpel Notion of eternal Life e into 
and N 


John vi. 68. 


Then Sima Peter anſwered. bim, Lord, Pg 2 frat 
ue go. # Thou haſt. the df enen 


The Occaſion of theſe Words. 

What ſort of eternal Life was made manifeſt by 
Teſus Chriſt; 

The Immortality of the Soul a Princip le well 

known both to Jes and Gentiles, © 

The Nature of the eternal Life diſcovered i in the 

' _ Goſpel not a bare Immortality. 7 

It is being like Jeſus Chriſt in his glorious Body. 

- -- in our Tempers and Diſpoſitions. 

- - - in having a Fellowſhip with God the Father, 

a Reſemblance of his eternal Life, © © 

The Words of Chriſt exhibit not only the Nature 
of eternal Life, but che Means of attain- 


ing it. | | | 
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It is — re e jineſs ould be the 
fſime as another's unleſs our Defires are. OO. 


lame 
The WS Sa * the Wicked, "what. - : 
: The Neceſlity of following Jeſus Chriſt, 15 * 
ſake of eternal Life, whateyer Difficulties | we 
meet with. 5 ow 
His Real Followers always a little Flock. 3 2 
The Reaſon of it. | 5 
The Influence that the Conſideration. of eternal 
Life ſhould have. 8 


5 1 8 C 0 R 8 E VI. 
The, ien, of the future ee | 


2 Cor. v. 1 0. 
For we muſt all appear before the Fulgment-Seat of | 
Cbriſt, that every one may receive the - things 
done in his Body, according to that be hath done, : 


whether it be good or bad. 1 
Virtue not founded on the mere Pleaſne of 
Law-givers. 28155 
- - - the ſame among all polite Nations, r 
- - - tends to the Good of Society. E 


- - - encouraged by all Legiſlators. . 
Law-givers have not been able to aſſign. to the 
different Degrees of | Virtue their juſt Reward; 
nor to the different Com plications of Viee their 
. deſerved Puniſhment 80 3 
hence Virtue has been often oppreſſed and 
Vice proſperous. . 


. Caſe perplexing 10 may viſe and good 
en. 
4 The 


— 8 


The Difficult . e e Rab That | 
Virtue 1s — Reward, and Vice: ee 5 
Puniſhment. . 

- cleared up bythe Dodtrine of a future Judg- 

ment: 

This Doctrine not unknown to the Heathen, 
World. 

- - made certain by the Chriſtian Revelation. 

Firſt Obſervation on this Subject, the dre, 
of the Perſons to be judged. 

The Neceſſity that all ſhould be judged: | 
Why the holy Angels will attend at this 
| Solemnity. 

Second Obſervation on the Subject, the Univer- 
e of the Diſcoveries to be made. 
The Improvement of it. 


DISCOURSE VI. —— 


The Reaſonablenek and Efficacy of Prayer. 
„ Phil. iv. 6. 
Be careful for nothing, but in every thing by Projes 


and Supplication with Thonkſsiving, let Jour Re- 
queſts be made known unto Cod. 


Prayer and Thankſgiving principal Branches of a 
all Religions a 


= - - earneſtly enforced by the Chriſtian. RE 

Nee Promiſes made i in the Goſpel to. in-, | 
ſpired Prayer.” . 

- - * that no uncommon Gift in the firſt Ages | 

- - - theſe Promiſes muſt be carefully — 
from thoſe made to uninſpir d Prayer. 


- - - the Fruits of 2 . 3 as S 2 | 
6 _ 


1. LE the . Gen of bine cons 
ducted by a Neceſſity of Nature. 

Prayer helps co purify the Mind. 

gives aweful Apprehenſions of Ga 


2. E em. the Events of this Life era 4 


gencies of moral Agents. 
This is n the e  - 
Hence it muſt be the Duty of helpleſs 44 "AR 
dent Creatures to confeſs their Wants, 
. = - to ask Aſſiſtance, #2 3 
to acknowledge what is given to them, 
Lite Danger of Miſtakes in praying for moral 
_ Improvement. 
Tempor ral Bleſſings to be asked with much greater 
Reſtriction. 
Prayer and Thankſgiving Sources of moral Im- 
Provement. 


and of Conſequence Means of Unppinek, 


DISCOURSE VII. 


The mutual Relation and Benefit of — 
Patience. 


Rom. X11. 12. 


|  Rinicing i in Hope, patient in Tribulation. 

The uſual Manner of St. Paul's © ncluding 
Epiſtles. ' : 

. Nate of Hope and Patience. 


The Proceſs of the Mind in forming che Materia | 


of Hope and Patience. 

They ſpring from the ſame Fountain. 

-,- - increaſe and decline together, 

The — of them the whole Buſinek of 


de Hope 


KI wy 


5 1 


f 


This Hope precede 
| rity. 
The Happineſs of it. 


. 2. Of N TE * ED 
Ho ope- the moſt active Princi le: 


the moſt uſeful and aſſi nn Co 1 ion. 91 


such the common 1 of 1 ore a 2 
Power of the Soul. 0 

IT. The particular Hope we are to rejoice in 1 

The ſuperior Excellence of Goſpel- Hope, the Cer- 
tainty and Greatneſs of it, 


III. The Benefit of hokling: faſt and cheriſhing 
this Hope. | 


We cannot without ſome. unnatural Induſtry 


ſuppreſs its Benefits. 
Every other Hope — br ined erable. 
The.Folly of thoſe who exclude this Hope. 


The Danger of not diſtinguiſhing between this 


Hope and Preſumption. 
ed by, Faith, followed * Cha- 


DISCOURSE IX. 


The Bleſſedneſs of bearing our own er 2 
Janes v. 1x, 
Babel we count them 3 that endure. 


Preached at Chichefter Cathedral the Simday _ 
Biſhop Waddington's Interment there. 


The ſeeming Harſhneſs and Unreaſonablenck of 
this Doctrine in it ſelf. + 


in the Inſtance given to explain it. 


I. The Perſons who aſſert this Doctrine, Men of 


the ſame Faffions and Infirmities with our 
ſelves. ä 


Supported only by a Wg Convidtion of a fu- 


ture Exiſtence. 1 85 II. 


The Duty and Advantage of bearing one anc: 


The Coming Hardſhip of this Command. _ 
I. The Reaſonableneſs of this Precept conſider 


Our Burdens greatly increaſed by it. | 


8 % 8”! * * N * E d 42 


IT. What fort of ſuffering they are to endure- 
The Apoſtle explains himſelf in the Inſtance of 


Job. 
- - - the Example of the Prophets, Sc.. 83 


III. The Nature of this Happineſs. 


No Affliction for the preſent | 2 
- - but as it yields the Fruits o Rightecuſnek,” 7 
- - - as it is a meaſure of future Glor x. 


The great Uſe of this Doctrine in improving the 
Evils and Afflictions of this Life. =, 
The Character of * Biſliop Waddington; 
2s a Man, 
a a Gentleman, 
a Chriſtian, 
a Biſhop. 


DISCOURSE . 8 


ther's Burdens. 


| Gal. vi. 2. 1 3 
Bear 3 ne another's 2 , and fl te Low 


of Cbri 


Many heavy Burdens of our own. 


in a natural View. 


on, conſider'd in a State of Nature aut Soli- Y 
ma vob | 
The Wretchedneſs of PEI a Condition. 


Man conſider'd in Society. 
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His Burdens much. lefſened- by « Fs naue | 
ariſing from it, 
even in the — conſtituted Society. | 
II. This Precept conſider'd as fulfilling the Lay : 
of Chriſt. | 
Human Prudence can never provide Laws for 


all Caſes. 
nor ever ſce the beſt Laws duely e 


The Law of Chriſt the only Supplement for theſe 

Defects. 

- - makes both Individuals - and Communities 
happy by de ras unſocial Affections. 

- - - Opens of an everlaſting Intereſt 

BE Se to ——— our Kindneſs to others. 

W. „„ therefore to 90 our _ by — 
or 12 


DISCOURSE XL : 
The Motives and Miſchief of Defamation... 


x Pet. iii. 8. 25 
Love as Brethren, be pitiful, be courteous. 
Benevolence and Courteouſneſs ſtrong] y inſiſted 
upon in the New-Teſtament. | 
I. Our frequent ppaagh in this reſpect by evil- 
ſpeaking. 
The Failings of others the common Topick of 


as 
F. 
3 
Tn 


d Converſation. 

The moſt Dull and Inſipid have a Talent for 
i- Raillery. 
The Cauſes of this perverſe Behaviour, 

Pride and Envy principal Motives. 


A Deſire of r n ano- 


her Motive. Raillery, 


N 5 * , 7 : 
- N 7 : 
- 4 * 
A « 
0 . 0 
9% 2p RF, | 7” 1 % p — : . * 
* * * : %Y 5 I , 
_ 1 A N 1 1 7 


| Raillery, 150 uſually managed When" Inferiors are 
the Subject of it, | 
_ = = = when Superiors. 
Idleneſs another Cauſe of this View. 
Scandal, a Compoſition of many Vices. 
III. The miſchievous Conſequences of this Vice. 


A good Name one of our greateſt Bleſſings. 

- - = deftroy*d by Defamation. ; 

The — of Slander not ſo great as to ſecure 
the Authors from Contempt. 

Offenders of a lower Claſs ould reflect on the 
Miſchiefs they 8 to others by this Prac- 
tice. | 


The harden'd Slanderer, o on n the Infamy that he | 


brings upon himſelf. - 
- - = on the amiable Character of the Corte 


The inveterate Slanderer the moſt OG: of | 


all Creatures. 
= = = he defeats his own Purpoſes i in this Life, 


- -- deſtroys all Proſpects in the Life to come. | 


Let us avoid the common Artifice bo = ng 
theſe Inſtructions from our ſelves. 


DISCOURSE XI. 


Moderation ſtated and explained. 
| Phil. iv. 5. 


Let your Moderation be known unto all Men; 14 


Lord is at hand. 


The Word in the Original, what it ſignifies 
Moderation, wherein it conſiſts. 
The Difficulty of obſerving it. 


From Ignorance, in not diſcerning the e 


Mean. 
from * in not * it. 


| The 


1 
1 


7 


CONTENTS 


The exact Mean not a mathematical _ but 
capable of ſome Latitude. _ 

he Nature of our Progreſs in it 

he late Refinements about the abſtract Reus 
and Relations of things, not proper for the Bulk 

of Mankind, 

- - they require clearer and more obvious Di- 
rections. | | 

> - - ſuch as the Rule before us. 

- - What that implies. 
Virtue anciently recommended from its own 
Beauty and Excellence. | 

he Apoſtle ſeems to urge the ſame Motives with 
regard to this Duty. 

PJutarch's Obſervation, That every Vice defeats 
its own Views, which are obtain'd only by the 
contrary Virtues, generally true. 

The Motive in the Text much the beſt adapted 
to our Natures. 

The certain Proſpect of Eternity. 

The Effect it ſhould have upon us. 
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H E. Apoſtle, in theſe few 
Words, recommends to us 
every thing that can render 
our Natures truly valuable, 
ad bleſſed ; every thing that can 
erfect our Beings, and improve our 
appineſs. een 
Vol. II. 8 Our 
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"ge two 3 and direQive 
py are ch e Under ſtanding , and the 
Will. The Diſcovery Ez and 
the Enjoyment of Good gay our 
whole Capacity. And when theſe two 
Powers have their free Scope and 
\ Exerciſe, when they mutually affiſt 
and . to each other, the 
Whole is orderly and excellent: But 
if either takes upon it, to act with- 
out a due regard to the other, Diſ- 
order and Miſery, internal and exter- 
nal, muſt neceſſarily enſue. 
Nou cloſely ſoever theſe two Pow- 
ers are united, and, as it were, wed- 
ded together into one Spirit; and 
how much ſoever what is excellent 
and orderly depends upon their con- 
jugal Harmony; yet we know, by 
too fatal Experience, that they often 
ſeparate, and purſue different and i in- 
terfering Intereſts, and Pleaſures ; and 
that ſuch 4 State is always attended 
with domeſtick Diſcord, inteſtine 


* | 


Cl 


* . Puck; 5 
Jats, ant Self- upbtaidings. Bur when 
the Underſtanding is engaged in the 
Search of Truth; and Love is thed 
abroad in our Hearts; then it is that 


r 

o Wwe are full of Grace and Truth; then 
d ir is that Righteonſutſs and Peace kiſs 

ſt {each ot ber; then ave we the Temples of 


. who dwelleth between theſe chm. 
AMS « : Ns DE 

What has — hitherto laid; by 
way of general Introduction only, will 
ppear with ſufficient Evidence from 
particular Enquiry into the Irapott 


Ir 5 Meaning of che Apoltie's Words / 
ed- ing the Nurß n Love- Which 1. 
nd al new d to ian 
ent hree er Heads. — 9. NE 
by B rf, I fall Juire aha we are 


ere to underſ * ole * 


unh. 


| Serondly, What it is to © e as 
tuth in Love: And, | 


Ba _ Taih. 
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and their Conſequences when, they 
lated ſpeaking. the Truth, ſeems to be 


immediately relates to the Exerciſe of 


| ſue or ſearch after Truth. It is very 


but is attended with its ſpecial Advan 
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Be Diſpoſition neceſſary 
- Thirdly, What the Connection be- 
tween theſe two Branches may be, 


meet or are united together. 
Hirſt then, the original Word] 
(A NUνοον,E,. which is here tranſ(/| 


much more ſignificant and compre. 
henſive; it ough: not to be limited 
to the Alt of the Tongue; it more 


the Underſtanding, and ſignifies to pur. 


evident, that the Particular in which 
we excel all the other Creatures upon 
the Earth is our Underſtanding. - II 
every other thing we find one of 
other of them very ſuperior, to uM. 
Tis this only that gives us the Pre 
eminence in the Scale or Gradatior 
of Beings. There is not one of thoſ 
Powers, which we enjoy in commor 
with the inferior Part of the Creation ee 


_ ragi 


* * - Fra — 
8 
: * 


| for receiving Truth. © 
ages and Pleaſures; and we are ge- 
erally at full Liberty ro exerciſe 
hem without Referve. Our Reaſon 
ply (our chief Endowment, given us 
o preſide over, to guide and regu- 


ric all the reſt) has been denied the 
ree Exerciſe of its Faculties, has been 

be epreſented as a dangerous Power fit- 
ol er to beextinguiſh'd than exerted. The 

edi 


ye may range through the infinite 
ariety of Objects provided for it; 
ay continually entertain it ſelf with 
ew Wonders; may call in the Aſh- 
ances of Art to reach the more dif- 
ant, and to perceive the minuteſt Ob- 
ets; whilſt the Mind of Man, tho 
orm'd for a nobler Light, for a more 
xtenſive and delightful Scene, has 
deen check d in its moſt natural and 
mportant Searches; and Inactivity as 
ell as Darkneſs have been deem'd its 
noſt ſuitable Entertainment. But as 
his is, I thank God, far from being 
he Caſe of our Country at preſent, 


The Diſpoſition neceſſary ii 
1 fhall. not purſue this Obſervation 
4 2 Whatever Darkneſs worſe 

Egyptian, whatever ſpiritual WF 
+55 our ſuperſtiious Neigh- 
bours ( choſe of 2 Church of Rome 
eſpecially) ſtill groan under, we off 
this Church and Nation, it mult bel 


allowed, have the free Exerciſe of his 3 


moſt valuable Branch of Liberty, and 
ſo far at leaſt have Light in all our 
Dwellings. ; 
Bur to proceed ----- It is evideral 
not only from our internal — 
ence of the Peace aud Perfettion o 1 
our Minds, and from what we daily 
ke promoting or difturbing the ex 
ternal Order and Happemeſs of Soc ety, 
but alſo from the Inftruftions fr uf 
by him, who was the Way, the e. * 
aud the Life, that Moral and Religious 
Truths do aboye all others deſerve — 
Attention and Diligence. For how 
eaſy would it have been for hin, bif 
whom God made the Worlds, and 


wha 


n ho uph things by the Word 
e f his Power, to have unfolded to us 
all che Myſteries of Nature, which 
uſt of Neceſſity be very familiar to 
im who firſt made and ſtill upholds 
hem: Whereas theſe. are the things 
De has entirely overlook'd, and con- 
ind his Inſtructions to Matters of 
Alorality and Religion only, as being the 
noſt important and beneficial, 
Now notwithſtanding theſe moral 
niÞnd religious Truths have been acknow- 
i- Nedg'd in all Ages to be the principal 
WConcern of Mankind, and have, in 
Wconſcequence thereof, been their com- 
er. non and chief Study; notwith- 
ſtanding there have been innumerable 
Volumes written concerning them; 
Books which the whole World could 
g carce contain; notwithſtanding God 
ouiflhas from the Beginning taken this 
ou Matter into his own Hands, and 
Piven forth his mori] and religious 
andWaſtcucions in a Succeſſion of Reve- 
Wh 34 lations; 
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lations; notwithſtanding there has been 
a conſtant Order of Men fer apart for 
the ſole Buſineſs of explaining, and 
enforcing theſe Revelations; notwith- 
ſtanding we live in an Age and Na- 
tion, as I obſerv'd before, in which 
the utmoſt Liberty of Enquiry and 
Debate is allow'd, praftisd and glo- 
ried in; notwithſtanding all this, it 8 
is but too evident that many of theſe i 
important Truths are not, to this 
Day, generally and rightly underſtood. 
Diſputes about them are ſcarce leſs 
various, than if we were but juſt en- 
tering upon our firſt Enquiries; as 
tho' Mankind were doom'd to be 
toſꝰ'd to and fro, and carried about 
with every Wind of Doctrine; to be 
always learning and never able to 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth. 
It muſt indeed be awn'd, that Man- 
= kind are at this time; where they have 
Liberty, very inquiſitive after Truth; 
and that almoſt every Sett of Men 


think 
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3 | for receiving Truth.” 5 9 
n ink themſelves in the full Poſſeſſion 
> f it. But this, inſtead of putting a 7 
d top to our Enquiry, is the thing 
1- Which, above all others, ſhould ſer us 
a- Wo work, and quicken our Diligence: 
h Where all oppoſe each other, and are 
d Wqually ſatisfied in their ſeveral Per- 
>- Wuaſions, all but one at the moſt, 
it Wnuſt be in the wrong: And the Se- 
ſe Ncurity of all in this Caſe is the Dan- 
is ger of all, and what ought in Reaſon, 
d. Wtho' tis not expected it ſhould in fact, 
s Nexcite all to a Re- examination. 
1-8 The little that has been ſaid on 
as ¶ this Subject, may ſuffice to ſhew us, 
x what is meant by ſpeaking. the Truth 
ut in chis Paſſage of St. Paul, and to con- 
be vince us that the Apoſtle's Exhorta- 
o tion is as applicable to us, as it could 
vell be to zhoſe to whom it was more 
immediately directed. I now proceed 
be Nas I propos'd to ſhew - | 
= Sccondly, what is to be underſtood 
by ſpeaking and ſearching after the 


Truth in Love. Love 


10 


Toſtament, is a Term of the utmoſt iſ 
Lau; it is therefore abſolutely necel- 


| Whatſoever it denotes or implics. 


: {aid that neither Circumciſion availeth 3 


but Charity or Love ediſieth— and, in | 


3. Diſpoſition neveſſary 
Loe, in the Writings of the New 


Importance; it every where occurs; 
it is declared to be the end .of the | 
Commandment, and the fulfilling of the | 


Wo Wn Ras ( oo we 


ſary that we have the moſt diſtin&| 
Idea of the true Import of this Term, 
and that we poſſeſs our ſelves of 


= Js =y 


ww, Was 


l obſerve then, that the Term Love | 
in the New-Teſtament is us'd in a pe- | 
culiar Senſe, ſuck as is not to be found 4 
in any other Writings. When it is 


cumciſian, but Faith which worketh by | 
Love ---- That Kuowledge puffeth up, 


ſearch after the Truth in Love, we ſee | 
the Term Love is usd in a general | 
and unreſtrained Senſe, without any | 
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1 Cor. 


1 for receiving Truth. 

. Cor. xiii. where St. Paul gives us a 
very large and beautiful Defcriprion 
Jef Love, it is in this general Way: 
Love, ſays he, ſuffereth long and is 
lind, envieth not, vaunteth not it felf, 

is not puſſed up, doth not behave it 
if unſeemh, ſeeketh nat her own, it 
WJ rejoicerh not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
* the Truth, beareth all things, be- 
lieveth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things ----- St. Paul here 
ſeems rather to 2 forth a Syſtem of 

= Yirtues than to deſcribe a ſingle a 
fection reſtrain d to a partictilar Ob- 
ject. If we look back into our Lord's 
Hiſtory, we ſhall ſee how this Uſage 

of the Term Love was introduced, 
and what was the ſpecial Import of it. 

I WH Our Lord in his laſt Diſcourſe with 
of 

1 


mY TS 


> 


his Diſciples, immediately before he — 


was betrayed, gives them a new Com- 


/ WJ mandment which is ſeveral times re- 
1 I peated in that Diſcourſe, That: they 2 
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ſould love one another as he had loved 
them. Greater Love hath no Man than 
this, that he lay down his life for his il 


Friends ---- By this ſoall all Men know Wc 
that ye are my Diſciples. Now as this 
is the new Commandment of Chri- Wn 
ſtianity; the grand Characteriſtick of Mi. 
Chriſt's Diſciples; as it comprehends in 
it all Virtue; the Diſcharge of all Of- 
fices; ſo was it very natural for the q 
Diſciples of Chriſt, in After- ages, ro i 
uſe the Term Love in the general Way 
they did; and to intend by it that 
Love which our Lord exemplify'd to- 
wards his Diſciples, and which he com- 
manded them to have to one another. 
To ſearch after he Truth in Love 
then, is to do it with the ſame Mind 
or Temper which was alſo in Chriſt | 
Jeſus, in his diſintereſted Love and 
moſt generous Benevolence. 
The Connexion between this Love, | 
and the Diſcovery of Truth, as before | 
explain! d, together with che Conſe- 
quences 


r 


WI 


A4 # os. 


an? _ 


an * 


Jer. receiving Truth; 


C uences of their Union, is what re- 
ains in the third and laſt Place: to be 
conſider d. 
And, Firſ, bree hu a Can- 
Wncxion between theſe two is more than 
Wincimared in many other Paſſages of 
che Scripture. St. Paul prays for the 
ypbeſians (Ch. ili. Ver. 17.) chat bemg 
rooted and grounded in Love, they 
nagt be able to comprehend with all 


o| 
y aints, &c. And again, Phil. i. 9, 10. 
and this I pray, that your Love may 


abound yet more and more in Know-. 
ledge and in all Judgment, "that ye 
W may approve things that are excellent. 
St. Paul ue of the Romans, Ih. KV. 
Ver. 14. that they were fall W 
Goodneſs, filled with all Knowledge, and 
able to admoniſh one another, and 
St. Peter commands to add to our 
Faith Virtue, and to Virtue Know- 
ledge. St. John faith, He that faith 
he is in the Light and hateth hir 
Brother, it in ren ewen until 
EY NOW; 
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nom; he that lowerh his Brother abid. 
eth in the Light, and there is none 


Occaſion of funding in him, x John ii 


95 10.— 


Now where ſk a 8 and 
dance of. thin oo {o 8 ] * 
Thar Love, Goodheks and Virtue are 4 1 
introductory to Light, Knowledge, 
and Judgment, appears very Plainly = 


d openly. declared, 


from the fore-cited Paſſages. 


I obferve further, that the Buſineſs BD 
of John rhe Bapti 72 and our Lords 
Miniſtry were not to teach their Diſ- 
ciples Syſtems of Truth immmedinteiy, WP 
but e to ſettle this Lowe as a 


Habit in their Hearts, which would | 


induce that Spirit which was to guide 


them into all Truth; to teach Mea 
to regulate their Affections; ro 2 9 


ciſe them daily with Trials 
to carry them on from Strengch 4 


seng, and 0 ty means to give 
them 


v Thick. 6: 2-0 "BY 
em a Love of Truth, a moral Dif 
— of Offices, and a Power = 
rming their are 2 
„ I fay, is a very 
1 ech m meely layin — W a 99 
em of moral and religious Offices, 
Ind chen leaving them to ſchernlelves, 
> ara any further Steps, to ac * 
3 a ſuch Infticurions. 
John, whoſe Buſineſs i Was to 
drepare the way for him who came 
. taughr thetn Repentunce, which 
K ly nothing elfe but an actual 
Reformation of their known 'Vices; 2 
obvious, bur neceſſary Begin- 
; and which needed 15 
Werks to ſupport or enforce it. 
Lord who came after, and, as is ve- 
Wy evident, choſe his own out of 
Vous Diſciples, advanc'd them into 
a higher School, and introduced a 
reater Refinement of their Tempers 
And Affections. What they were to 
learn of him was, to forkike all; to 


eee ee 8 


has 


a Ys fille es 


= ee become | 


De D TM Fwy, | 
become as little Children; to by 
meek and lowly of Heart. There ar 
no Syſtems of Doctrine to be found, 
no ſubtil Reaſonings, no firſt 'Princi 
ples laid down, no regular Series offi 
Deductions drawn from them; rhe 
things ſeem to be every where indu - 
ſriouſly, avoidet. w 1 
On the other hand, What is ; cel | 
Reaſon aſſign'd of the Unbelief off 
the Jeus but the Hardneſs of rhei 
Hearts, their not being our Lord's Sheep, 
that is, the Irregularity of their Diſſ 
poſitions? 2 In other things they were 
allow'd to be wiſe and prudent. Ti 
. alſo, that our Lord's Diſciples 
had imbib'd all the common Preju: 
dices of their Nation, and that they 
continued in the groſſeſt Errors even 
till after his Crucifixion; they cou d 
haue nothing but an honeſt and good 
Heart to endear them to their Lord, 
and give them that Diſfinction with 
the common Lover of Mankind; 


3 nothing 


for. receiving- Truth, 


ed; in whom was no Guile ; no- 
Wing but their babe like Diſpoſitions, 
d procure them thoſe ſpecial Revela- 
Wons which were withheld from the 
iſe and Prudent. 

Let us but conſider the Reaſon of 
ie Thing itſelf, the Circumſtances of 


joſt ſuitable to the Circumſtances of 
ſankind, 

Arz, It is very plain a 3 
i poſitions, and immoral Habits do 
t only hinder our Attention, but 
ve us ſtrong Averſions to thoſe 
ruths which are irreconcileable to 


o  cll us ſuch Truths. Now it mult 
3 to n moral 


ous Truth; and that the Method 


jade uſe of by our Saviour was the 


em; and make us Enemies to thoſe 


OS 
biking but their being Iſraelites 3 


a skind; and we ſhall clearly per- 
hel ive the; Connexion betwixt Lowe 
oh the Diſcovery of moral and reli- 
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Truths to Men Who will not regrl 9 
"theſe their Diſpoſitions. 
it Secondly, Suppoſe * ach Ne 
could be convinced of a Syſtem 
ſuch moral and religious Truths, W. 
would be the Conſequente: Tha 
"miſt hold the Truth in Untighteou L 
nels, and their Sin muſt become e 
: ceeding fi ful. "The genetality MW 
Men, even of the "moſt Ignor ai 
*know. more than they care to pra 
tiſe. The Defect is fe in their Ui 
: derſtandings. If they have Obi 
nacy enough to reſiſt their Conv 
tions in a few, and thoſe pers 
'{y, Duties, it would only incre 
7 ir Obſtinacy to teach them m 
Duties, and eſpecially more diffi 
ones. 
Thirdly, Let us { oe farther, 
Men of” irregular | own W 
not only taught moral and religiſ 
Duties, but, by ſome external Fol 


for receiving Truth. 

2 7 — compelld to an out- 
— 2 with them; tis 

„ Social Order might be ſome- 


Cale but all Perſonal Merit and Vir- 
Gon ſuch a Syppoſition. 


and gradually regulated, till they ar- 
tive at that gencrous Love $1 Be- 
W-volence here enjoin d, and exem- 
lity d by Our bleſſed Saviour, all our 
arereſts in Error are remoy d; the 
ind is <nAcipared and made free; 
bands <qually open roCopyiaion: * 


oytully co embrace any Office; and 


principle, muſt be of all others the 
nalt meritorious and praile- -worthy. 


It may perhaps be jurg'd here, as 
is Refinement of the Affections im- 


 Þ and 


Ng and kept up in ſuch a 
rue would be excluded and deſtroy d 


On the other hand, where the Af. | 
W-4ions are apply'd to in the frf place, 


27 rd to xeceiye any Truth; and 
ole Actions which law from ſuch a 
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lies a Knop ledge of all moral Duties, 
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and cannot be artiv'd at without a 
previous Inſtruction in them. Bur 
this ſeems to be a Miſtake, and to 
ariſe from an Ignorance of human 
Nature. Tis true indeed, this is a 
Work not to be carried on without 
ſome Inſtructions; and tis agreed f 9 4 
Men cannot live in the World with-# 
out ſome Knowledge of Duty; buf 
our Affections are to be 'conſidered 
in the firſt Place as perſonal and do- 
meſtick, as things in which our own 
perſonal Happineſs and Perfection art 2 
immediately concern d; and Men are 
to be wrought upon in the firſt place 1 
by their own perſonal Intereſt inf 
them; the Good or Evil which flow = 
from them to others, is a ſecondary 
thing, and will have bur little Weigh | 
with us, but as it happens to ſuit oud 
own perſonal Happineſs or Miſery 
ſo that the i Foundation of In 
ſtructions in the Regulation of ouff 
Affections is their Advantages wit 

| regai 


Dr receiving Truth” 
egard to our ſelves; which is the 


Method our Lord obſerves through 
his whole Sermon on the Mount, and 
articularly in the Beatitudes. This 
Neenerous Benevolence leads us at once 
Into the eaſy and free Practice of all 


Mffices, ſuch Offices as the Philoſophers 
f old never thought of, and ſuch as in 


a fil'd che Heathen World with 


Furprize and Wonder. N 
From what has been ſaid, the Mean- 


ng of the Terms made uſe of by the 


\poſtle, and their Connexion, I hope 
25 been made to appear; I choſe to 


4 degin my Office * with this Particu- 
r, as it is beginning with che Begin- 
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n wich Zeal and Warmth; but 


I 2 * 


N. and is of the utmoſt Impor- 
ance, tho too much overlook'd and 


diſregarded. "ID 
There is indeed much ado about 
Truth, many Controverſies carried 


* —_— 


Divinig- Lectarer in the Cathedral Church of Chickeſter. 
C 3 what 
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what is the Hue of all this 5 Are the WW 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity tore Udhited| = 
in their Perſudſions, of trhproV'd in 
their Mannets> No, the Increaſe of 
Differences and the Growth of Im- : 
motality ate the Complaint of all. 
Are Unbelievets convinced? No. We ll 
are ſurpriſed at the Boldhieſs, and Pro- 
greſs of Infidelity. Abd thus it niuſt Wi 
be where there is neither a proper ll 
Capacity for teaching or heating the 
Truth. The end of the Commatid-F 
ment, ſays St. Paul, is Charity or 
| Love, out of a pure Heart and of of 
good Conſcience, and of Faith unfeigned, 
from which ſome having ſweyo'd, have 
turn d afide unto vain Fangling, deſirive 
to be Teachers of the Law, anderſtand- 


ing neither what they ſay, nor wherrof 
they affirm. The Chriſtian Church has 
been for a long Time a School of Con-. 
troverſy rather than of moral Diſcipline; | 


1 


we abound in that Knowledge which 
puffeth up; which is the Mother off 
Pride 9 
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fir receiving- h fs; 
ide; by which cometh. Contention,; 
ich, ſerves only. to heighten. and 
gravate the Irregularity of our on 

] other Mens Aſfections. As for 
at Love which edifieth, tis almoſt 
== in the World; if it be to 


any where, it refides — 
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| | . 
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4 
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ity 
auld reviye 1 Teig. — we 


turn to our firft Love, and preſerve 
is Unity of the Spirit, as the Bond of 
ace, as 4 Diſpoſition to all — 
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The Cauſes 00 Averion 0 to Tra 


** * 


Joux viii. 43. 1 
Bocas ſe T tell * the Truth 1 Je e 


me not. | 


' A 


© DT H E A nt he "given 1 
DE | us of the Unbelief of thi 
V5 * 2 Jews muſt, at the [ 1 
een hearing, ſtrike every Mai 


% 
N 


with Surpriſe, Truth is the _ 


Obj ect of our Underſtandings, ch 


Dilbovery of it is the common Lai 


bour and Concern of all rational Be: 1 


inge neither is 9 Induſtry an- 


Emu 
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nulation ſo great in any aber Par- 


ular. And now that this fame. 
ruth ſhould become the Averſion of 
e Intellect, a Cauſe of Unbelief, 


yy, fo powerful a Cauſe, as to 


ompt the Fews to murder the Man 
at told them the Truth, ſeems to 


25 


ry with it the Air of a Paradox 


ell 


vi 


rl 


anl 1 
1 


; 0 1 
_ 


leaſt, if not of a palpable Con- 
adiction. But the Reaſon which our 
ord gives of this ſtrange Behaviour 
I theirs, will remove the Difficulty. 


e tells them they were Children of 


eir Father the Devil, and the Luſts 
their Father they "ws do; he 


| } as a Murderer from the Beginning: 
nd- abode not in the Truth, beca uſe 


ere is no Truth in him, for he is a 
yar and the Father of it; and be- 
auſe I tell you the Truth, ſays he, 


e believe me not. 


It was confeſs d they had one Fa- 


- Wer, even God; that xr particularly 


Wclccnded od the Line of a 
but 


n 
1 411 
1 
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Wt, 


5 aſſigns for it; and 


The Cauſe 4 


" an ien i e heck. ie 


ſiciens = Habits of Mind, as made 


them love a Lye. reliſh Fallicies, audi 


hate the Truth; a monſtrous Depra - 
vity, a maniſeſt Inverſion of hum 
Nature! 

From hana: this melancholy bf 
ſervation will ariſe: (uiz.) That Mal 1 = 
kind may ſo, far corrupt their Nature E „ 
as to believe and love a Lye, or be 4 
come Enemies to the Truth. 

Upon this I wall, an 

Firſt, Somewhat nlargo m more par | | 
ticularly, | 1190 

Secondly 1 tall more fully enquirl 
into the Reaſon which our Lond rel 


( 


Thirdly, Into the proper Mahodl : 
of FT and rr bo it. 3 ö 


„ 
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Averfion 7% Thuth. 


tres as to bdlieye and love a Lye, 


vecome Enermiies to the Truth. 


4 Len Ful hob can indeed be no 


i | re aſfented to by the Unierflanding, 
Wh 4 ſenſible 800 can be embraced 
iy Will. The latter is not more 
1 N oral attach'd to what it eſteems 
a] ppinef than the former is to what 
h cars to be THurh; to theſe they re 
Qvely incline; le the Needle 0 
I 55 by a neceſſary Inſtinet and 
erection. Tis inconſiſtent with the 


Nine Nature to form any Being for 


f Wilery, or to give it Appetites after 
„il and Falſhood ; but yet we can 


0 9 d ont Natufes, and miſpuide 


Faculties, as to put Darkneſs 2 
m 7 and Eil for Good; inſomuch, 

Wit what is the real Miſery of our 

right Nature, may be the bool 
od it is capable of enjoying in its 
il pravity ; a fatal Liberty this, bur not 
Coliar to Man. The Devils are repre- 
ed as ſuch Beings; and thoſe Men 


are 
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The Cauſes of 


are not improperly ſtyl'd their Chil 
dren, who are Enemies to all Ri Rigi 
el. full of Subtilty and Mi 
chief, and Perwerters of the | Righs Wal 
of the Lord, That Mankind ſhoull x 


have \&. Power over their l i fl 


Difficuley, ſome _ and n 
cation requir'd in the right Uſe d 
them is further neceſſary to make then 
virtuous, and Creatures capable of N 
warde. But that the Byaſs ſhould dra : 

fo forcibly the wrong Way, that thi 

Balance ſhould be ſo unequally pois' = 


that. many, very many, ſhould alma 


totally abuſe their Powers, deſtroy the q 
Happineſs, and defeat the End of the 
Creation, and but few (very few ii 
deed of ſo numerous and fruitful 
Species) ſhould ſeck the goodly Pearlf 
and ſo trade with their Talents as i 
enter into the Joy of their Lord; 4 
is a Caſe hard to reſolve! Ti 


Aver ſſon to Truth 
he wiſer Heathens imagin'd that 


man Nature had undergone and 


fer d ſome great Change for the 


mould be reinſtated in its original 


aory of this great Revolution, and 


on lance againſt it, ſeem only to have 
ter Notions of Things, and the 


rior Knowledge and Information; 
t all this while our Virtue, our 
lanners and Behaviour, do not riſe 


= 

= 3 

* o 
'# 
5 
Wt. 
"a 
7 


th a duc Proportion; the Light which 


by 1 | in us is Darkneſs, and how great 
no erefore is that Darkneſs! The Degs- 


heferacy of the Heathen World is ſur- 
he riſing enough, but how much more 


I 1 Tis very certain, that either Revela- 
ul on has not provided Means ſuffi- 
ient to enable Mankind to diſcover 


"nn 3 . and 


] #8 
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re., and hoped for a Time when 


wer and Perfection. But the great 
isfortune is, that we who have the 


LMieans provided by Revelation to 


pty Privilege of boaſting of a ſu- 


mut char of the Chriſtians be? 


30 
bas, that Men do 


” employ' d; every particular kind gf 


or Aggravations of this Matter, | 


their Enmity 2 Truth, our Loy ö 
. the Devil, to bat Evil-habits a0 
by; for ax his _ Children f G 

are manifeſt, and the Children of th 2 
Dewil; whoſaeper doth at Righteou|| | 


meſs is nat f God, neither he that love) 
nat his Brother, 1 Joh. iii. 10.— 


that Happineſs is the ſupreme Viey 


cording to the Happineſs we prapolc| 


rs n 
and diſcharge their Les L Fg if 


ES Hem 


neglect or 24 . 
Wichout any further 


; | 
| 
Matter, , 


2 * % * 
„ 3 ES a 


ſhall proceed to # 
Secoudy ly, Into the Reaſon of j ; 
which our Lord here aſſigns. 


This Bchavipur of the Fewy, th | 
aſcribes to their heing Children « 


had cantrafted, a were Ru 18 


Tis evident — obvious engugb 
of Mankind; and further, that ac: 
to ourſelves, muſt our Faculties 1 


 Happinet 


23 1 


able Train ef Actions. Now when 
Men ſeek their Happineſs in che In- 
dulgence of one or more particular GR 
Appetites, thoſe Appetites muſt be- f 
come the governing Powers, dicta- 
ting to the reſt, and foreing them 
all into their Service. Hence the Un- 
derſtanding is not ſuffer d to contem- 
plate or propoſe any thing, but in 
Subordination to the Will; or if it 
ſhould at times ſuggeſt any thing diſ- 
| agreeable to our Inelinations and Paſ- 
ſions, they ſuppreſs and ſilence it as 
ſoon as poſſible. e 5 
The Knowledge of Truth is the 
Diſcovery of the Natures of Things, 
and of their Relations to each other 3 
Moral Truth is the Relation of Things 
to the Happineſs of Mankind. As 
Men alter their Natures, ſo all things 
around them muſt ſtand in 9 

| Rela- 


have the ſame Faculties of Percep- 


Relations to them, and the ſame 


the ſame common Nature, yet al. 


and reliſh differently the ſame Ob. 


clear and undeniable to ſome, have 
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Things appear in as many Lights as 
Men have acquired Corruptions. 


_ Hence it is that though all have 
moſt all purſue. different Pleaſures, 
jects. Hence it is that, though al 
tion, the ſame things which appeat 


no Evidence at all with others; that 
the ſame Word, which is to ſome 
Fooliſhneſs and an Offence, is to 
others the Power of God, and their: 
Wiſdom of God. "TH 

If we have erred in our Choice o 
Happineſs, every thing ſubſequent to 
this fundamental Miſtake muſt © of 
conſequence be Error. Tis not fit 
we ſhould receive any thing as Truth, Were 
or admit any thing as fir and rightMur 


to be done by us, which falls not in Ile 
with our Scheme of Happineſs; and 


Where 


where this is laid out by Appetite, 
Appetite muſt and will judge, govern 
and direct. We can reliſh nothing 


ve but when it is ſuited to its Palate, eve- 
l- ry thing elſe is irkſome and offenſive; 
5 we are always prepar'd to disbelieve 


hat diſagreeable Counſellour who 
ells us the Truth, and would rob us 
of our Enjoyments. It is in this way, 
ve eſtablih a Law in our Members 
hich wars againſ} the Law in our 
mds, and brings us into Captivity 
o the Law of Sin which is in our 
embers, Rom. vii. 23. Tis in this 
yay we bring our ſelves under a kind 
of moral Neceſſity of disbelieving the 


ot ruth; when we ſpeak of a Lye we 

topeak of our own, that is, we ſpeak ac. 

of ording to the Indiſpoſition off our . ö 
fu Natures, and the falſe Light in which : 
th we ſee the Relations of things. Plea- 

hiures work inſenſibly upon our Un- 


lerſtandings, and draw them into their 
ntereſts, and reconcile us by Degrees 
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model our Reaſonings, cauſe the deaf 
Ear and hard Heart, and bind us up 
in thoſe Chains of Darkneſs which 
many will never diſentangle themſelves 


ſures that make us hate thoſe Truthsfi 


they are preſs d upon us by others 
and delightful to us, but every Whil 


that are in ſome meaſure ſuch) fe 
and know what little things influenc 
and govern them by means of their 
Paſſions, 
their own Weakneſs; but theſe thing 


them in others, but very ſeldom in oui 


. The Cauſes of | ; : 
to thoſe things which might once i 
appear abſurd and 8 They 


from to all Eternity. Ir is our Ples- 


which are ſuggeſted to us by our ow 
Minds, and enrage our Paſſions when 


Whatſoever countenances them is {weet 
per of Thought againſt them is ſup- 
preſs d by the Powers enthron d, as 
ſeditious and traiterous. Alas! did 
wife and good Men (I mean thok 


they would be aſtoniſhed at] 
are hid from our Eyes; we often fa 
ſelves, 


e eee. 


through Chriſt e him. 
1 


KK 
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I come in the third and laſt Place, 
to conſider the proper Method of pre- 
venting and correcting this great Evil. 

To bring Creatures beſet with ſo 


many Frailties and Infirmities to ſome 
good Degree of Strength and Steadi- 
| neſs, to make them love, underſtand 
and conform to the Truth, to pro- 
mote their own and each other's real 


Happineſs, is a Work worthy of God 
to take into his Hands, worthy of our 
utmoſt Attention and Application. 


/ 


St. Paul complain'd that what he did 


he allowed not, for what he would 


that he did not, but what he hated, 
that he did, Rom. vii. 15. Vet he de- 


clares, afterwards, he could do all * * 
may indeed enter upon t 
with great Aſſurance, bei! 


- 1 


$ Enquiry 


** 


ſes, which, tho at its firſt Appearance 


ir was little and like a Man's Hand, jet 


haſtily averſpread the Face of the whole 


Tad OT TOP x  T 


Ve. 


raged thereto by a Cloud of Witneſ- 


1 7 
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As the great Diſorder of human 


| in the Nature of things, that the Re- 
meedy ſhould be immediately apply'd 


in Man, has directed his Inſtructions 
_ chiefly to this one Point, 


ſtrong Addreſs to the Senſes of Men, : 
Ic is very wiſe and beautifal in this WW” 
View. If it be conſidered with regard D 
to any higher Deſign, it may be juſt- 7 
ly termed weak and beggarly Elements, Wl. 
or a ſervile Diſpenſation. oy 


_ chiefly to the Affections. This is the | 
principal Scope of it; and if it be 
_ conſidered in this View, it is full of WW: 
| Wiſdom and Efficacy: but if Men will Hh. 


fe * 


The Cuuſes of © 


Nature lies in the Overpoiſe of the 
Affections; in the Affections and Luſts 
of the Fleſh ; ſo is it plainly neceſſary 


x lands aw 3 2 > ROI 


to that Part; to thoſe Faculties where 
the Diſeaſe is principally lodged. 
Agreeably to this, we may obſerve i 
that our Lord, who knew what was 


a « 


2) 


The 'Fewih Diſpenſation was 3 


The Goſpel Revelation is addteſs d 


drop 


Aver ſſon to Truth, 

drop the main Deſign of it, and ſub. 
ſtitute others in its Room, no Won- 
der if they miſunderſtand and loſe 
the Benefit of the Whole. The Or- 
der of. Nature is ſtrictly obſerv'd in 


ſure of the Heart bringeth forth good 
things, and an evil Man out of the 
evil Treaſure bringeth forth evil things. 
Here the Reformation muſt begin; 


' Wl 7hic 5s the Covenant that I will male 


14 with the Houſe of Ifrael after thoſe 


Laws - into their Mind, and write them 
> Mr: their Hearts, in the fleſply Tables 


or the Impreſſion, and not in Tables of 


© stone: In ſhort, that Seed only which 
1 Heart dreſsd and cultivated before- 


hand, can grow up unto Perfection. 


Days, faith the Lord, I will put my 


of their Hearts, ſoften'd and prepard 


87 - 


it. Out of the Heart proceed evil 
Thoughts, Adulteries, Fornications, c. 
Mat, xv. 19. And again, Ch. xiii. 3 " 
A good Man out of the good rea- 


ated in the Scriptures by way ef In- 


| The Means provided in the Gol. 
pel to anſwer this end, will be found 


apted to it. There is not only a regu- 


Helps and Aſſiſtances provided, which 


ſary, both internal and external. 


trifling Speculations, or in vindicating 


Ax to the Root of the Tree, and 


favoutite Vices and Corruptions. Ti 


De Cauſes of 15 


in the wiſeſt and ſtricteſt manner ad- 
lar Proceſs from firſt to laſt deline- 
ſtruction, but there are alſo propet 
muſt be allow'd to be equally neceſ- 

In ſo long a Degeneracy in the 
Chriſtian World, it is no wonder that 
theſe things have been overlooked, 


and that Chriſtians in general have 
choſen rather to amuſe themſelves with 


ſuch Poſitions as perhaps only ſup- 
port the Wealth and Grandeur of their 
reſpective Factions, rather than in 
thoſe Inſtructions which lay thi 


would eradicate the firſt Seeds of their 


no wonder that the continued Follie 
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ſhould be a Cauſe of Inſidelity, tho 


it is not a juſt one; for many can 


Honeſty or Sagacity enough to diſco- 


3 
and irregular Behaviour of Chriſtians | 


ſee what is wrong who have not 


ver the Truth. Tis no wonder that 


Chriſtianity, corruptly explain'd, 'and 
worſe practis d, ſhould. be disbeliev'd. 
Were the Goſpel raught and exem- 
plify'd in our Lives, as it Was by the 
primitive Chriſtians, chere would not 


be at this time of day ſo many ſerious 


Unbelievers. 


J muſt not at preſent enter into ſo 


large a Field of Diſcourſe as the par- 
ticular Means provided by our Lord 


for the regulating our Affections, 


for the diſpoſing us to receive with 


Meekneſs the ingrafted Word, and to 
know the Truth as it was in Jeſus 3 1 


ſhall only obſerve in general, that 


our Lord had his Fore-runner to pre- 


pare the way, and diſpoſe the People 


for his Reception; that he choſe his 


5 apted to their growing Capacities; 
that he firſt gave them Mill, and 


in Spiritual Improvement, and that 
for ſeveral Ages ſuch like Claſſes were 


theſe Hints we may conclude, that 


fore, to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, 


in, and ſhall not be able, Luke xiii. 24. 


Cs it 


De Cauſes of, Ke. 
Followers from amongſt thoſe who 
had been thus prepar d for him by 
John; that he trained them up gra- 
dually, and try'd them in a way ad- 


then Strong Meat, and for a Time 
with held from them ſuch Duties as 
they were not able to bear. That the 
Apoſtles afterwards had their  Chil- 


dren, their Young-men and Fathers, 


preſerv d in the Church, as long as 
it preſerv d its firſt Luſtre. From 


the Attainment of internal rectitude, 
the procuring a clean Heart and a 
right Spirit is a Buſineſs of greater 
Delicacy as well as Importance than is 
commonly apprehended. Striwe, there- 


for many I ſay unto you ſhall ſeek to enter 


DI S- 
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2 DISC OURSE II. 


Fpentance the leading Principle of 
r 


KNepent he. 
WAVING in a former Dit. 


courſe ſhewn you at large, 
5 that Love is the lig a of 
"AR the Law and the PR of 
andment ; That the principal and 
oft peculiar Dottrine of Chriſtianity, 
d the moſt diſtinguiſhing Teſt or 
aracteriſtick of our being the_Diſ- 


ples of Chriſt, is that we love one 
another 


_4 


one 


I, 
—_ 


44 © r Phe leaumg 
anot ber as he loved ns; and fürth 


chat Love is the proper and moſt 


cellent Source of all Religion a 
Virtue; and that the ſame Acts, wh 


ther they be of Worſhip towards Go 


or of Beneficence to our Neig 


| bour, differ in their Value or Þ 
grees of Acceptance, as they proce 


more or leſs from this Principle 


Love; That this Love which is 


emphatically preſs d us by 0 


Lord, is the true and real Perfeti 


of our Nature, as we are ſocial a 


immortal Beings; That whoſoever 
poſſeſs d of it, or any good Degi 


ol it, does thereby become 4 Law 


to himſelf, and does not ſtand in ne 
of thoſe little and low moral Inſtruf 
tions, which the World at preſa 
ſeems to be fo fond of, but is real 
upon all Occaſions, from the Influen 
of his own Mind, to ſuffer long 
ro be kind, not to ewoy, wvaunt him 
or be puffed up, not to behave him 


ſcemhy, not to ſeeł his own, or to be eaſely 
ed, or to think Eil not to rejoice | 
0 but , oy 11 | * hee = 
mrs, believe all things, hope all things, 
perſedes all the ordinary Rules of 
orality, and breaks forth into an 


1 alted and heroic Virtue, taught on- 
's of God, and exemplified only by 
o hriſt and his Diſciples; and further, 


at this Love of his is the only Prin- 
ple of clear and diſtinct Knowledge 
Matters of Religion and Virtue; 
at whilſt our Love is irregular it 
ill blind our Underſtandings, make 
1s rejoice in Iniquity and hate the 
ru uch, and thoſe that preſs it upon 
s; that it is alſo the only Principle 
f Power by which we can be enabled 


inced of, Having, I lay, ſer before you 
he principal Scope and Deſign of the 
ll principal SCOPE thats - hp 
90 hriſtian Revelation which is to love 
od and one another after the Ex- 
ample 


Principle of. Chrifianty, 13 


o diſchage the Offices we are con- 


with them, is the utmoſt Perfectid 


Repentance the N % 
ample of Chriſt's Love, the bare 
preſentation whereof ſets it above i 
Miſinterpretations of its falſe Friend 
and the Aſperſions of its avowed En 
mies. I come now, according to 
former Intimation, to conſider d 
Proviſion made, the Means furniſh 
forth, by the Uſe of which we m 
acquire this Love which we are aſſu 
not only from the Word of God, b 
alſo from the Nature and Reaſon 
things, as far as we are acquaint 


and Happineſs of our Natures. T! 
End muſt ſtand approv'd as moſt b 
neficial to Man, and of Conſequeng 
moſt worthy of God; and the Mean 
I doubt not upon further Enquin 
will carry in them the ſame Marks 
divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 
The firſt Means preſcrib'd is thi 
of Repentance. It is term'd in th 
_ Epiſtle to the Hebrews, the Found, 
tion, (vi. 1.) It ſtands foremoſt in th 
T : 2 00 


— 


Principle of Cbriſtianiey. 


the firſt of the Rudiments or Ele- 
ts of the Oracles of God. It is call'd 
for Babes, that is, a Doctrine 
ed to our firſt ſetting out in the 


to the Weakneſs of our ſpiritual 
ildhood. „ ͤ as, 
prepare the Way of our Lord, and 


better Reception; who was the 
VE or Herald of the Meſſiah, ap- 


Approach of his Kingdom, that 
Men through him might believe; This 
u, I ſay, taught no other Doctrine 


en by all who would go on to 
fection; the Introduction to the 


formation of our Lives, and adapt- 


ohn the Baptiff, who was ſent out 


diſpoſe the People in general for 


that of Repentance; Repentance 
the ſpecial Means of preparing the 
ay of the Lord; the firſt Step to be 


ief of that Goſpel which was to be 
ach'd to all Nations, and which 
* _ 


alogue of Chriſtian Principles, it 


nted to proclaim his Coming and 
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lieved not ſhould be damned. 


our Lord, who taught the ſame D. 


| Twelve, and began to ſend them fo 
by two and two, and they went 


| St. Mark, Verſe 75 12, I * that [l 


them. After this, he. appointed Ot 
Seventy alſo, and ſent them two 


was ſtil] the ſame, to prepare bis 


the Devils were ſubject (Luke x. 3-1 


- Repentance the leading Ke 
whoſoever believed and was baptiz 


John did no wighty Work; 


trine of Repentance, confirm d 
enforced it by many Miracles. Af 
this, our Lord call'd unto him | 


and 2 that Men fpould rep 
We find (in the Sixth Chapter 
caſt out Devils, and anointed y 
Oil many that were ſick, and he: 


two before his Face, into every 
and Place whither he himſelf wa 
come. The Buſineſs of theſe Seve 


by . 2 and the 
proach of the Kingdom; to then 


" wh 


Iz; 


« 
Þ 


ſelf baptized not, but his Diſciples. 


red by him for their future Office 
les follow 'd Jeſus, one of whom was 


to the Place of Judas, this Qualifi- 


ho had companied with them, all 
time the Lord Jeſus went in and 
1 J. iſi of John. It ſeems here to be 
ply'd, they all began wich Fobw's 
aptiſm, which our Lord himſelf al- 


1 
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aſon (John iv. 1 2.) why Jeſus baptized 
re Diſciples than John, though Feſus - 


I would obſerve further in this Hiſ- 
rical way, that tis more than pro- 
ble, that many of the twelve Diſci- 
es whom our Lord choſe, were taken 
t of Johns, as having been pre- 


nadre, Simon Peter's Brother (John i. 


7-40.) and when one was to be put 


tay nbmireed ee and declared it weceſe 


the way of Repentance. We are ex- 
fly told, that two of Johus Dif 


tion is recited, that he muſt be one 


LEP: Babe; Fi. AT. 
fary to his falling all Righreou fo 

Math. iii. 15. 

From the Paſſages bein ined. 
ene appears that Repentance 
the firſt Means preſcrib'd, in order t 
arrive at that great End of all Rey 
lation, the Love of God and our Nei 
bour; that it is the Foundation of 2 
After. improvement; that where th 
Foundation is not laid, this firſt Si 
taken, there can be no kind of Pr 
greſs made i in Virtue, but on the cot 
trary, we muſt, like the unbelie vin 
Jews, grow wore and worſe, en 
earning and never able to come 
the Knowledge of the Truth. 

Seeing then Repentance is a Du 

of ſo great Importance, it behoves 
to enquire into the Nature of it wi 
he utmoſt Strictneſs and Attention, 
Tis true that all Foundations, El 
ments, and initiatory Inſtructions 

of {mall Value when compar 55 2 
che great things they Jead to; there 

ACCOT 
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xccordingly the fame ne 
n the preſent Cale as there is betwixt 
earning the Rudiments of Science, 
ind making Advances in it; but ne- 
yertheleſs ſeeing. theſe Rudiments are 


n I 
pf theſe great 3 5 the Beginning 
ught to be attended to as much as 
E End it felt, . A. right ſetting out 
deing „ 


he firſt Step to be taken, as the Pre- 
daration of the Way of the Lord; 
: Wor if we do not keep Duties apart, 
nd treat them with Diſtinctneſs; if 
ve do not range them in their proper 
laces, and according to their reſpec- 
yudive Subordinations, we ſhall - never 


n. now how to proceed, where we are 


o begin or end, we ſhall fght as thoſe 
bo beat the Air. 


e new or unheard of Doctrine amy 
MOB =. ie 20 


bſolutely neceſſary to the Attainment - 


pi Tho Repentance was far from mac 4 


* 
5 
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Let us then enquire into the Na- 
ure of Repentance, and conſider it as 


8 
* Jeus, yet we find when John th 
not underſtand the Meaning and Im. 

port of it; for we ate informed tha 
the People ask d him, ſayi g, Whit 9 
ſhall e do then? Now as this Quel 
tion evidently implies the Ignorandf 
of thoſe chat put it, ſo it as plaithl 
gives us Reaſon to expect a plain E 


we may reaſonably hope to find a full 
and ſatisfactory Account of this pie 
vious and neceſſary Duty, 


his Anſwer is, Exatt᷑ no more than tha 
vhich is appointed on: And to th 


they needed Inſtruction in; 


MM bat ſhall wwe do then? he gives thi 
Anſwer: He that hath two Coats, I 
him impart to him that hath none; ant 


To the Publicans, who coming to bf 
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Repentunce the lending 


Baptiſt peach d this Doctrine they did 


rr 


plication of the Duty he taught, ani 
ſo tha 


in the Baptiff's Reply to this Queſtion 


To the People in general who ask'd 


he that hath Meat, let him do likewil 


baptized, ask'd the ſame Queſtionliſbr 


So 


le Principle of Chriſtianity 
Saldiers;) who likewiſe demanded of 


Wl neither accuſe any falſly, and be con- 
tent with your Wages, Luke iii. 1014. 
el We are told, that many other things 
.in his Exhortation he preached unto 
n che people, but thoſe before recited 
81 : left upon Record, as containing 
iin them a full and ſufficient Account 
Wot chis Doctrine. 


\nſwers to the Queſtions put to him 


u chis, chat every ſort of Men ſhould 
Wrenounce that Sin, ſhould overcome 
an! 1* that 1 evil Habit which they 


themſelves to be enſlav d to, wo 
» bilfchcir own Conſcience cannot but up- 


and imelligible, and withal a very full 
and 2 Doctrine! The ſeveral 


Now we cannot but "I from the 
neer mention of the Baprift's ſeveral 


Ji f braid them with. A very ſhort, Ck. 


he 
id him, ſaying, Aud what foall we do? 
n. ne reply d, Do violence to no Aan, 


| by theſe different Perſons, that the 
rhole Buſineſs of Repenrance lies in 


E 2 Parties 


52 e the lane 


parties acquieſced in his Reply; no 
farther Queſtions arole, they wi 
baptized of him in Jordan confe ng 
their Sint. Had the B in anſwer} 
to theſe Queriſts talk d ro them in the] 
Language of the School-men, and 
branch'd out his Doctrine of Repen- 
tance into Confeſſion, Attrition, Con 
trition, and other ſuch- like dark Sub 
tilties, Queſtions and Anſwers would 
have ariſen ſo thick, and numerous 
that a Book of the Bulk of ou 
whole New-Teſtament. could hard 
have contained them; and at hat 1 
nothing could have THE learned fron 
them, unleſs perhaps a Knack of un 

_ edifying Diſputation. This ſeems 1 
be the plain and ſimple Idea of thi 
: Baptiſts Repentance; it is an Appeal uf 
the natural Conſcience of every _— b 
an Addreſs to him to reform hf 
known Vices, and further it goes no 4 
As we 2 we ſhall ſee other Duf 
ties ariſe out of this, which have bf 
man 
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many Writers been confounded with 
e ir, and with one another; tho' in 
> he Scripture they are kept apart with 
be he moſt exact Diſtinctneſs. 


My next Buſineſs is to conſider 


Nt is Repentance as a Foundation, as the 
" Preparation of the May of the Lord, 
\| as the firſt thing to be done in or- 
F der to our acquiring that Love of 
3 od and our Neighbour, which our 


ord exemplify d in his Behaviour, 


mM which is declared in the moſt expreſs 
rerms to be the end of the Com- 


andment, the great Deſign of all 
Revelation, and which I have before 
ewn to be the utmoſt Perfection and 
Happineſs of human Nature. | 
Let us conſider honeſtly with our 
elves what would be fir for a Perſon 
o do firſt, who had taken upon him 
he Reformation of a wicked and 
perverſe People, to change their Tem- 
ders and Manners, and to raiſe them 
o the higheſt and moſt heroick 
ä Virtue. 


laß 


1 


predominant evil Habit till governs, Wu 
and he gives way to the Sin that (ii 
 eafily beſets him? Is it poſſible, in thi 
Caſe, there ſhould be any Improve. 


Suppoſe a Sinner to be exercis 


Method to reclaim a Sinner, than nl 


Repentance the leading 
Virtue, With what Doctrines, or 
Duties, or Diſcipline, ſhould he be. 
gin? Is not this Repentance plainly, 
in the Nature of things, the firſt Step 
ro be taken, the 8 right Setting 
out? With what elſe can he begin | 
employ'd in any other manner what 
ſoever, what will ic avail, whilſt bi 


ment, any Progreſs in Virtue 2 on ti 
contrary, can there be any greatei 
Progreſs in Vice, than to act in diredf 
Oppoſition to our Conſcience, or ou 
Reaſon ? 7D = 

There cannot certainly be a readiaf 


appeal to the Reaſon he has, what : | 


ever it be. If there are any Remainf 


of Truth or Virtue, of real Convic pr. 


tion or right Conſciouſneſs, cher 


mul 
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auſt be lo far Materials to work up- 


n: Whilſt a Teacher keeps cloſe to 
eſe, his Scholar g On With him 
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e prevail d upon to attempt the Re- 


is Education, Converſation, Conſti- 
Wution, or Circumſtances of Life have 
lipos d to hear and embrace other 
Duties and Offices; ceafing to do evil, 
Wc will with great calc learn to do well. 
Hut where the favourite Vice is ſtill 
Indulg d, chere is no poſhble Progreſs 
r Improvement to be made; all In- 


in chis Caſe, but are really hurt- 
al end miſchievous; as they divert 
in he Attention of the Mind from its 
Wproper Buſineſt; as they engage it in 


The ſ 


Wand in hand; he is fo far Antece- 
.W-ocly prepar'd and diſpos d to attend 
u and concur with him; and if he can 


ormation of that Vice which either 


ructions, Exerciſes, or Diſcipline | 
iy hacſocver, are not only of no Ef- 


55 


W-d him into, then will he be further 


: falſe Righteouſneſs, and Ader 
N E. =: 6 


curity much more deſperate and irre 
claimable than any degree of oper 


and wilful Wickedneſs. Such wal 
the State of the- Scribes and. Phar. 


things, by their ſubſtituting them il 


Matth. xxi. 31. 


laid, a Doctrine of the utmoſt Plain | 


obvious, that one would think tl | 
common Reaſon of Mankind couli 


the ancient Moraliſts and Philoſof 


— the leading 


decritfül Hopes and Reliances, a Se 


} 
; 


ſees, Hypocrites, who truſted to thei 
being the Children 'of Abraham, and 
the Diſcharge of Ceremonial Injunc 
tions; and by adhering to rhelh 
the Place of real Virtue, they ſoul 

up the Kingdom of Heaven againli 


themſelves, and even the Publica 4 
and Harlots enter in before thay | 


Now though this Manner“ apf 
pears, I hope, after what has beef 


neſs and Simplicity, and ſeems {6 
not poſſibly miſs of it; yet we finde 
it is in fact little taken notice of bf 


hen 


Principle of Chriſtianity... gy 
phers. The Caſe of notorious and 
Profligate Sinners, of Publicans and 
Harlots, and the proper Method of 
eclaiming - them, are uſually un- 
ouch'd and unoblerv'd by theſe an- 
jent Sages: For though Repentance 
s a natural Method, the great In- 
ducements to it are peculiar to Re- 
elation. A 
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Jon N v. 39. 
Starch the $ criptures, for in them yi 
think 9 have eternal 8 


f AuEs E Words are addreſs 4 
5 50 > 1 2 * Jews, and 28 | 
Y IEP 1 Scriptures of thor 
5 2 Old ——— but mul O 
be in Proportion more applicabli 
to us, as we have Life and Immo . 
tality, in 2 more eminent man 
ner, brought to Light 3 ll 


Go 1 | Win 
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Direction: Jo for Reading, &c. 
1 ſhall therefore, without any fur- 


ole of the New Teſtament, from 


59 


arching the : Scriptures, 0 eſpecially 


e Motive aſſign d in my Text, Be- 
„ auſe in them we think we have eternal 
And Secondly, I ſhall lay down 


me Rules, which may be of uſe to 


hem. 


Hot reſtrain his Thoughts from launch- 
Ing forth into Futurity. Our State 
ere is ſo ſhort, fo confus d, and dil- 
Wroportion'd to our Capacities, that 


wich this Suggeſtion, and long after 


is in this Buſineſs, and help to pro- 
ote this End of our Searching © 


The Man who thinks at all, can- 


} dur Natural Reaſon ſuggeſts to us a- 
other, and our Natural Deſires cloſe 


ro our Exiſtence, is the moſt ſhock- 
Jog Propoſition; we recoil at the 
= Thought, 


t. That Death puts a final Period 


— 


bo Directions for Reading 

Thought, and it ſeems impoſſible fo 

us to reaſon ourſelves into the Bel 
lief of it; if it be at all to be ſub 
mitted to, it muſt be, by ſuſpendin 
our Reaſon, and indulging a brutit 
Stupidity. At the ſame time, wheilff 
we look beyond this Life, we en 
counter nothing but an Abyſs d 


Darkneſs; whilſt we hope and be 
lieve, that, that Part of us, whi d 
in the Body thinks and deſires i 
ſo noble and extenſive a mannei 
will continue to think and deſi 
when ſeparated from the Body, moi 
extenſively and freely; yet the pre 
ſent Laws of our Being render it inf he 
poſſible for us to form any ConcepiiM® 
tion of the Manner in which it wi 
act, or be acted upon, in that Star 
All, at preſent, is perform'd by ti 
Mediation of the Body, and in com. 
pliance with its Organization: Whalli* 
the State of the Soul will be, whe : 


ol 
oy 
"my 


our 
owl 


tis uncloathd, nothing but 
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vn Experience can inform us. We 
not but conclude, that the Ine- 
ualities of this Life will be rectifyd 
che next; that the future Scene of 
hings will be ſo adjuſted, that the 

divine Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and 

ſtice ſhall be apparent to all; bur 

r Reaſon is unable to carry us on to 

y further Particulars. Tc. 

Now if there are any Writings in 

e World that can confirm to us 

eſe our Forebodings of Eternity; 

- hat can inſure theſe important Con- 
ctures and Expectations beyond the 
Poſſibility of Doubt or Scruple; if 
Where was a Perſon ſent from Heaven 
Wo inſtruct Mankind in heavenly 
bhings, the very Perſon who is ap- 
ointed of God to be Judge of Quick 
End Dead, the Author and Giver of 
mike, who is himſelf to diſpenſe the 
* Rewards and Puniſhments of our fu- 
eure State; if this very Perſon has, 
In che moſt expreſs and determinate 


a 


[ Ga  Dire&ions for Reading 
manner, declared to us the Cond 
tions of our Salvation; if he has bali 
fore-hand exhibited to us the ve 
Articles of Examination, he will pu 
ceed by, in the great Day of Ret 
bution ; if he has repreſented the Cid 
cumſtances of our future State, boli 
ſtrongeſt and moſt affecting Figur 
the only Language we are capable ( 
underſtanding in this Caſe; if he h 
approved himſelf to be this extraordſ 
nary Perſon, not only by his Word 
Or Doctrine, but alſo by ex Drain 
ry Works, particularly his Refurred 
tion; I fay, if ſuch Perſon has ai 
| peared in the World, in ſuch mai 
ner, and given us {ach Inſtruction 
and Aſſurances, then the Obligarionlſu! 
we are under to ſearch thoſe Wl 
_ \tings, in which theſe Things are cou 
rained, are very apparent. Theſe Wc 
the Things we are moſt highly col 
cern'd in, the Things in which 1 c 


orld wanted moſt to be inſtructed, 
d conſcquetitly the Things which 
mand out beſt Diligence, as well 
Attention. The Account we have 
0 the AFs of the Apoſtles, xix. 19. 
a great Number of Curious Boos 
hich were burnt before all Men, 
I thoſe who had received the Goſ- 
l. is very natural, it was a Law 
eſtimony of the ſuperior Value they 
t on its marvellous Light and In- 
| uction. | | | 
We 'who are bred up, from our 
fancy, in a "Familiarity with the 
ſtructions of the Goſpel, who im- 
ibe them together with our ordi- 
Wary Notions, and fo have no Op- 
ortunity of proving the Strength of 
ur Natural Reaſon, upon thoſe Sub- 
&s which we are before inſtructed 
from Revelation, we wanton in 
e Light, we conſider not its Glory, 
either can we eaſily conceive the 
dvantages of it, having never Known | 
1 
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Directions for Reading © 
its Want. Could we place ourſely 


} 


under thoſe Circumſtances of Ig 
rance in which the Fews and He 
thens were involved, before the 6 
nifeſtation of the Goſpel; could ¶ i 
feel their Doubts, and Fears, a 
Miſgivings; before we were made e 
quainted with the good News a+ 
glad Tidings brought us by Chill 
they muſt appear to us in quite an 
ther Light from what they now di 
our Value and Eſteem, our Thang 
fulneſs and Application muſt be grei 
ly rais d. But notwithſtanding tha! 
as things now are, Eternal Life 
ſuch a Motive, as all others mier 
give place to, and retreat befoi v 
our familiar uſe of the Words cann 
deſtroy the Importance of the ldi 
This preſent Life, with all its at 
ries, is a mere Blank in compari? 
of it; it appears to the firſt Vid er 
the one Thing needful. And unleß wi" 
are obſtinately reſolvd to act at ra p 
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tze Seriptures. — 
lom, to embrace every preſent Good, 
nd ſhut our Eyes againſt their Con- 
quences, unleſs we love Darkneſs 
etter than Light, and ſeek our Hap- 
ineſs in the Deſtruction of our beſt 
Mowers, we muſt in the higheſt man- 


WT oncern, Erernal Life; and ſearch the 
criptures, the ony Writings in which 
Ws manifeſted both the Certainty of 


g it. 


It is indeed a moſt amazing thing, 


and think they have it in the 
riptures, do not more apply them- 
lves to ſearch the Scriptures, and 


Vi 5 
0 eir Manners, whoſe Knowledge and 
couragements are fo different. How | 
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, and the proper Means of attain- 


at thoſe Men who are apprized of 


e not influenced by that Search to 
come quite another ſort of Men, 
an they who have no ſuch Inſtruc- 
on, and no ſuch Motives; that 
cre ſhould be fo little Difference in 


vol. — = 


er be influenced by this our higheſt 
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Directions for Reading © 
is chat Inſtinct, by which we neceſſi 
rily and itceſſantly gaſp after Happi 
nels, that Luſt of Life and good 
Days determined, whilſt every trifling 
preſent Good or Evil weighs mot 
with us, than Eternal Happineſs © 
Miſery; theſe things would apper 
impoſſible in Speculation, were rho 
not familiar to our Experience, 
The Fews, to whom the, Advice 
in my Text was: immediately direa 
ed, were probably very converſant i 


. .. 
7 


their Scriptures; their chief Advan 
tage above the Gentiles, was, thi 
unto them were committed the Oracl 
tirely loſt to thoſe who improv d ther 
not to the Purpoſes of Eternal Li 
St. Paul tells us, that there ſhoul 
come a Time in the Chriſtian Dif 
penſation, when Men will not -« 
dure ſound Doctrine; and theſe 1d 
the open and avow'd Enemies, buf 
Friends of Chriſtianity; Men - wif 
2 | | | 4 EE es (hal 
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Hall 17 10 themſelves Teachers, hav- 
me itching Ears. Tis well known 
Shar ſuch Wickedneſs has been com- 
itted by the Aſſiſtance of Revela- 
ion, I mean by falſe Interpretations 
pf it, and Pretences to its Divine 
Authority, as mere Reaſon muſt have 
luſh'd at, and could have found no 
oflible Means to have juſtify'd itſelf 
Men have — they have 
one God good Service, when the7 
ere acting in direct Oppoſition to 
is plaineſt and moſt expreſs Com- 


ation, the moſt enormous Villanies 
ere called the Cauſe of Cod, and by 
Set of Men, who were ſuch Admi- 
ers and Searchers of Scripture, that 
xy ſpoke no other Language in 
4 ordinary Converſation ; and they 
ere ſcarce reputed Chriſtians, un- 
ls very Names were Serip- 
al. 
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anc Tis not long ſince, in this 
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Directions for Reading 
From theſe and many other In- 
ſtances, which will every Day force 
themſelves upon our Obſervation, we 


muſt conclude, That it is not barehy 


enough to ſearch the Scriptures; (ma. 
ny have done this, ſhall I ſay, to nof 
Purpoſe? to the worſt of Purpoſes 
but we ſhould conſider further of 2 
proper Method of ſearching them in 


WMhen we are commanded to ſearch 


the Scriptures, we are ſuppos d to be 


antecedently capable of underſtand 


ing the Scriptures; of diſcerning th 
Reaſonableneſs and Truth of the {| 


veral Precepts and Duties in the 


enjoin d. The N do conf 
ſtantly addreſs themſelves ' to us, 2 


Creatures before-hand poſſeſt of theſſ 


Capacities therefore in ſearchin ; 


them, as in other Writings, we mull 


make uſe of our natural Underſtand 
ings; we muſt inquire freely and inf 
partially, whether theſe things | 
and not dream of New Li 


- "tbe Secripture. 69 
rely on uſurp'd Authorities, or cancel 
Jour Reaſon to make way for Faith; 


Many have ſet out without this Cau- 
tion, how obvious ſoever it may be; 
and have, and do every Day fall in- 


fro thoſe ſtrange Extravagancies, which 
uch wild Principles muſt naturally 
produce. The Scriptures undertake 
n ro enlighten our Underſtandings, and 
c direct and quicken our Affections, 


but not to deſtroy either. We are 
renewed in the Spirit of our Mind, 
© par we are rightly inform d and em 
ploy'd. g 5 VF 
As the great Motive for ſearching 
che Scriptures, is their containing in 
them Eternal Life; ſo a moſt obvious 
Rule ariſes from hence, vix. That we 
ſaould always keep this great Motive 
Win view, and make that the principal 
nd of our Reading, which is God's 
hief End in Revealing. -. + -— - 
The Obſervation of this Rule is 
abſolutely neceſſary. Whoever reads 
 .-  - an 
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70 Direction for Reading 
| the . Scriptures in this View, Eternal 
Life will meer him in every Thought 
As they are calculated for this End, 
ſo they abound with Means to pro- 
mote it. This Motive, once admit. 
ted, will grow upon us in even] 
Search; and we ſhall ſoon find tha 
Word, which is to many Fooliſoneſiif 
and an Offence, to be Wiſdom and 
Power, Spirit and Life, _ -, - 
But if we drop this View, no mat. 
ter what other we ſubſtitute in is v 
room, how ſhall we be inform'd oc 
improv'd in that Particular to which 
we have no Eye? If we read the o 
Scriptures, as Books of Entertain-ill - 

| 

l 

1 


ment, to waſte a tedious Hour, or, 
which is more plauſible, to criticilc 
on the Language, Poetry or Oratory, 
to obſerve upon the Antiquities or Hi- 
ſtory of them; or, which is more 
ſpecious ſtill, to aſſert their Divine 
Original and Authority; all theſe 
Ends we may anſwer, and become il 
= | s notable 
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notable Proficients in any of theſe 
h. particulats, and yet remain the fame. 
d Men as to our Moral Nature, and be 
'0- no more inſtructed in the Concerns 
It- 


of Eternal Life, than if we had been 


the like Purpoſe. We paſs over the 


Words of Eterna] Life, without any 


71 


ſtudying ſome profane Author with 


nd Impreſſion from them; they ſuggeſt 
nothing at all to us, whilſt the Inten- 
. tion of our Minds is directed another 
ug way. A various Reading, or criri- 
or cal Obſervation, engages fome Men 
ni more than all the Promiſes and Tervors 
l of the Lord. The Word of Chriſt, 
nas well as his Perſon heretofore, is 
BY preſt by Multitudes on every Side, 
le bur few are they who perceive Vir- 
„tue to come out of it. We may eat 
„of the Loaves, and admire the Mira- 


[ 


are not likely to find what we never 


a 
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cles; we may find what we ſeek, but 


ſhould have been for our Wealth, 
Rule offers itſelf; and that is this; 


out any mention of any other Wri- 
tings whatſoever; ſo it is imply d, 


Directions for Reading 
Let every one therefore who take 
the Word of God in his Hands, re. 
collect within himſelf, with what Viev a 
he is going to peruſe it. The Delignſ 
of the Author is Eternal Life, is dl | 
ours? otherwiſe choſe things which 


may be unto us an Occaſion of Fal. 
ling. * 


Pom whar has bern fhid; a Seconllf 


As we are directed in the Scriptures 
to ſearch them, from the Motive of 
Eternal Life contain'd in them, with- 


That they are ſufficient of chemſelves 
to anſwer this End. And there is a 
kind of tacit Prohibition againſt ſub- 
ſtituting of any other Writings, as ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary in the — of 
Eternal Life. Should God have pro- 
oſed an End to himſelf and us, in 
is Word, and not have provided ſh: 
5 5 ſuffi. 


* 


e Sie. 5 
ficient Means, nor directed u us how. 
come at Thoſe that mi 
Wanting, he had acted below: a 
iſdom of Men. Had not the Scrip- 
Lies aſſerted; in the expreſs manner 
ey do, chat they were able to make 


Included it, from their Silence as to 
y other Means preſcrib'd. 1 
The Papiſts do roundly deny the 
fficiency of Revelation; the Tradi- 


ided ; beſides which they have many 
Ther Propoſals, in which they cannot 


pply their Defects. This I need 
ly mention. But ſhould any of us 
fer the moſt remote Se N to 


ay not be ſufficient for the Purpoſes 
Eternal Life; where, under ſuch 
Suppoſition, will he be able to fix 
e Sole of his Feet? If other Wri- 


1g5 are neceſſary, * ſhall * 
the 


| wiſe unto Salvation, we muſt have 


ons of the Church avaſt be ſuper- 


ell agree amongſt themſelves, to 


rk in his Breaſt,” that the Scriprures 
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the Number, or name the Authon 2 
We know no Perſon fit to ſuſtain i 
Character. And if fo, then nothin 
remains, but that we muſt, every 0 
for ourſelves, ſearch not only «| 
Scriptures, but alſo every Book whit 
can make any Pretence to anſwer ii 
End; for ſhould we omit any, ho 
ſhall we know but the ſuppoſed il 
ceſſary ones may be in the Numb 
of thoſe omitted. This indeed woul 
be a notable Task to ſet the Woll 
But in what Particular, relating 
Eternal Life, are the Scriptures def 
tive, or from what Fountain can 
draw a Proof of ſuch Defect: 
this cannot be done, we may we 
ſpare ourſelves the pains of huntin 
in the Dark, after the unknown Su 
Plies of unknown Defects. Ev 
Perſon that thinks of Eternal Lik 
mult return to the Scriptures. I. 
from our antecedent Knowledge 
_ the Scriptures that we judge of d 
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,odneſs or Uſefulneſs of any other 

ricings, with reſpect to hit Bud; 
cir Goodneſs ariſing wholly out of 
cir Conformity to the Scriptures, - 
The Scriptures, conſidered as the 
le of Eternal Life, were ſufficient 
ng before they were enlarg d to 
err preſent Bulk. What is ſaid of 
Pash of the Juſt, may be well ap⸗ 
dico thoſe Writings which lead us 
to it; They are as the fhinmg Light, 
ich ſhineth more and more wnto the 
rje Day. If they were ſufficient 
fore the marvellous Light of the 
oſpel, they muſt ſince that be a- 
ndantly ſo. There is now more 
an Lins upon Line, and Precept upon 
ecept; the Land overflows with 
enty; there is Bread enough, and to 
Ware; it falls round about the Hoſt; 
e find it at our Tent Doors, and 
ery Man may gather according to 

s Bi 8 
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SA 56 Directions for Reading 
Thoſe Perſons who are incapal 
of reading the Scriptures in their Or 
ginal Languages, by far the greau 
Part of Mankind, nevertheleſs noi 

and feel their Sufficiency. The wor 

| Tranſlation will anſwer the Purpolf 
of Eternal Life. He who at fi 
found Inſtruments to deliver his Wali 

by, and afterwards others to preſen 
it thro' ſo many Ages, has alſo foul 
thoſe who have reduc'd it into thi 
Languages of all Nations. Divin 
Revelation ever has, and will be, 
proper and effectual Means to con- 
Eternal Life to every one that is df 
ſirous of it. . 

I would not derogate from ti 

learned and uſeful Labours of othe 

uſeful in their Place; but am neve 
theleſs bold to aſſert this Truth, Thu 
the Man, who interprets Scripture bf 

itſelf, comparing Spirirual things ui 
Spiritual, from the Motive of Eterni 

Life, is engag' d in a more wiſe ani 


excl 


* rn 1 =. x1; a x 
, 4 200 7 & N F » * 
Ls) wy i 


1 tbe Scriptures. 
cellent Employment, than any other. 
atſoever poſſibly can be where 
is View is not; let it conſiſt in the 
in Jangling of Opinions, or the Strife 
Tongues, or any other Particular. 
As this Second Rule aroſe out of 


the ſame eaſy and natural manner. 
Scripture be the beſt Interpreter of 
ripture, in the Concerns of Eternal 
ife, then ſhould we in this way of 


Mccrpretation, have a moſt eſpecial 


egard to thoſe Diſpoſitions and Du- 
Wc principal and fundamental Points, 
pon which this | Concern turns. 
here are ſome initiatory Duties, 
hich, like the firſt Rudiments in a 
emſelves to the underſtanding and 


hus Repentance, which is nothing 


e Firſt, ſo it ſuggeſts to us a Third, 


s which are ſignaliz d in Scripture, as 


ience, are abſolutely neceſſary in 
raiſing the Precepts that follow. 


ee bur a forſaking our known Sins, 
W the firſt introductory Duty; what 
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is plainly neceſſary, in the Nature 
chings, to prepare the W7 u 
Lord. He who will not x7 
' Difficulty, cannot poſſibly advand 
one Step in the Imitation of Je 
Chriſt. There are again ſome Df 
ckrations ſo ffrong and exprels, a1 
ſo frequently repeated in the Scrigf 
tures, without any Limitation or N 
ſerve; ſuch as, Lowe is the fulfilling . 
the Lan; the End of the Commandment 
Zy thit fall all Men know that ye are 
Diſciples, ye love one another. Nei 
Grcumciſion availeth any thing, nor Unch 
cumciſian, but Faith which workerh ll. 
Live. Pure and undefiled Religion befni 7 
God and the Father is this, to viſit the Ii 
herlsſs and Widow in their Afiition, &| 
What doth:the Lord require of thee, but 
do Inſtice, love — &c. and the lik 
That theſe ſhould be received as certai 
Axioms or Criterions, to which othal 
Parts of Revelation, not ſo clat 
8 be brought and ptov'd by 


thei 


en 


e W 


er comm \ Tel The te dg 
cart of is 8 
Id of ay Paſſage 0 — chat 
ems to favour its Corruptions; tis 
3 artful and ſubtil in its Errors; it 
tes falſe Teſts, and by means of 
eee, interprets away the whole De- 
zn of Revelation. Taruiierable are 
0 Miſcarriages Which have oceed- 
from 1 Fountain; ſome of 
ich, from Perſonal, have become 
mae Some have made Per ſeou- 
6 E the Teſt of their Diſe 
Fiſtick of their Chriſtianity. Ocker 
e rely'd upon the Perſonal De- 
Nees of God; ſome upon Faith ex- 
uſive of Werks; others" on the Re- 
rſe. Had we atty Eye to theſe 
pital Articles, did we give therm 
eir proper Weight and Diſtinction, 
evelation could not be liable to ſack 
onſtrous Abuſes; theſe, and a thou- 
d-other fach-like Dehtfions, how 
frrong | 


7 


Directiom for Reading 
ſtrong ſoever, could not for a. Mo- 
ment maintain their Ground. 
The Rules I have laid down for 
our common Inſtruction in Reading 
the Scriptures, are theſe : Firſt, That 
we ſhould make eternal Life our chief 
End, not only becauſe it is our high- 
eſt Concern, but becauſe it is the 
great Deſign of all Revelation. Se. 
condly, That in order to promote thi 
End, we ſhould ſeek our Inſtruction 
intirely in the Scriptures as abundantiy 
ſufficient to anſwer it. Thirdly, That 
whereas, the Scriptures lay an uncom- 
mon Streſs upon ſome particular Vir- 
tues or Duties, we ſhould not ſuffer 
any Interpretation of Scripture to 
paſs upon us, which is not ſtrict) 
reconcileable with theſe clear and er- 
preſs Aſſertions of Scripture.  _ 
From what has been ſaid I would 
obſerve firſt, the heinous Sin of pro 
hibiting the Scriptures, of with-hold- 
ing the Bread of Life from * 
1 0 


. © tbe. Scriptures. © 

0- Ml of Men. If the Scriptures are the on- 
hy Writings which have in them an 
or abſolute Aſſurance of eternal Life, 
and they are with-held from us: This 
muſt be an Injury ſo much greater 
than all others, as the Souls of Men 
are more precious than their Bodies, 

eternal Life than the preſent. © 
Secondly, It may be doubred, whe- 
ther ridiculing the Scriptures, be not 
a Sin more heinous in it {elf than the 
former, howſoever it may prove in its 
Conſequences to othets. To make a 
Jeſt of that awful Volume which was 
wrote by the Finger of God, which 
was deſigned for our higheſt Improve- 
to ment and Happineſs; what is this 
thy BY but to bid defiance to the Almighty, 
e and throw off all Regard to Virtue 
and its Rewards? How ſhall we eſcape 

1d if we neglect fo great Salvation; how 
to- indeed, if we . it! a” 

Id- Thirdly, Miſinterpreting Scripture, - 
ub Wcſpecially in the immediate Concerns 
«ll Vo. It. © 6 DI. 


Directions for Reading 
of eternal Life, mould not paſs with: 
out its Oenſure. It is more nearly relatel 
to the two former Sins, than we 

ar firſt imagine. Tis a prohibiting x 
as far as in us hes, the true Senke of 


Seripture, and furniſhing the bh 


Mockers with che Materials they want; 
who, would they confine themſel pe 
to the Follies of Men, a Hatvel 


_ plentiful envagh, might do the Woll 


a conſiderable Service; but to mak 
the Word of God, and the 'abſurl 


Comments of Men one Subject d 


Ridicule, is che moſt unreaſonable aul 
audacious Injuſtice. In many thing 
. we may err innocently; a ctiticd 
_ Miſtake is of ſmall Conſequence; bn 
Miſinterpretations in things eſſential u 
eternal Life, are of too fatal a Ten 
dency both to our ſelves and other 
to admit of Extenuation. In this cat, 
we take and give a Stone inſtead ( 
Bread; inſtead of Fiſh, Scorpions. 4 
Reaſon this, why every ces 


=» the Seriptures. 
well as Hearer of God's Word ſhould 
keep his Foot, when he cometh into 
his Houſe, leſt he give the Sacrifice 
of Fools, who conſider not that they 
do Evil. „„ 
I would obſerve, Fourthly, That in 

ſearching the Scriptures, from the Mo- 
tive of eternal Life, and by the Rules 
laid down, we ſhall avoid many Difficul- 
W tics and Perplexities, which the Man 
whoſe Eyeis not ſingle to this Point, will 
inevitably fall into. How clear ſoever 
the Scriptures may be in the Concerns 
of eternal Life, they are known to be 
yery abſtruſe and difficult, deep and 
myſterious in other things. Our Va- 
nity and Curioſity are apt to lead us 
into theſe Reſearches, in which we are 
often foil'd and offended. 'Tis to be 
feared, that many have been induced 
to disbelieve and reject all Revelation, 
upon Account of the Difficulties of 
ſome Parts of it. This preſent Time 
is a Time of uncommon Trial, in 

G2 wm 


84 Directions for Reading 
which the Grounds and Reaſons of 
Chriſtianity are attacked in the mol 
artful and ſubtle manner, and in which 
the Advocates for it are not likely t 
agree amongſt themſelves. But to tak: 
| occaſion from hence, to reject the 
Faith of eternal Life, and neglect wi 
uſe the proper Means of attaining it 
(things which we cannot do wits 4 
big car natural Conſciences, ani 
defeating our higheſt Happineſs) woull 
not be leſs abſurd and unreaſonable 
dan if we ſhould refuſe to make uk 
7 of the Fruits of the Earth for ow 
Suſtenance and Pleaſure, becauſe wi 
cannor account for all their differen 
Qualities. When our Lord entertained 
his Followers with that myſterious Dil 
_ courſe of eating his Fleſh and drink 
ing his Blood, we are told, that mz 
ny of his Diſciples could not bear the 
hard Saying, but departed from, an 
walked no more with him: Upon 
this, he asks the Twelve, Will ye al 
1 5 


the Scriptures. 


courſe than the others, anſwer by 


on haft the Words of eternal Life. 
[41 this ſuffice Us. 1 . 


nan Writings, may be thought leſs 
Furious and inſtructive in many Par- 
iculars: Be it ſo. The. Greek cannot 
find in them the Wiſdom he ſeeks: 


But whoever conſiders our Lord, un- 


” peaks as never Man ſpake. Here- 
- n is the Excellency of the Know- 
- edge of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. We 


ay know him well in other reſpects, 


all his Blood upon our Heads, inſtead 
df incorporating it into our Hearts. 


Sy ja, 


of go away 2 They, probably underſtand- | 
ing no more of the preceding Diſ- 


Peter, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? 


The Scriptures compar'd with hu- 


der the peculiar Character of the Au- 
hor and Giver of Life, is immedi- 
ately conſtrained to own, that he 


s his Crucifiers heretofore did, and 


Some Perſons may probably think, 
hat in the Proſecution of this Sub- 
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retard the Buſineſs of it, as they at 


ſuit draw us off from our highel 


Strength and Vigour: The Emploj 


an Occaſion to the Fleſh. If we key 


Directions for Reading 
ject, in recommending the Search of 
the Scriptures from this ſingle Motive, 
their containing in them eternal Life, 
that I have not done Juſtice to othai 
Inquiries, and that I may have le 
ſen d the Value of the feveral kinds off 
human Learning. This has been fa 
from my Purpoſe. : Theſe Engage 
ments may indeed by too eager 4 Pur 


Concern, and they may alſo be mo 
derated and directed to aſſiſt it greathj 
The Mind muſt be exerciſed variouſh 
as well as the Body, to improve it 


ments of each are conſiſtent with ere: 
nal Life, and may either advance 6 


ſubordinated to it or otherwiſe. Ther 
is a Liberty, as well as a Simpliciy 
in the Goſpel. Brethren, we are call 
unto Liberty, only uſe not Liberty | 


our ſupreme Concern in our View, i 
E | & 1 , Wl 


will bleſs and — a lo our 1 | 

and be a ſweet Companion apd Guide 

to us in wy our Inquiries: But if we 

+ ſuffer it to depart ok us, we deprive 
our {elves of our greateſt Comfort, 
having nothing left to retreat to but 
stupidity and Thoughtleſſneſs. 


W this roaſt excellent Collect of 0 our Li- 
turgy. 


Bleed Lord, dike 10 cauſed all [hol 
Scriptures to be written for our Learn- 
ing: Grant that we may in ſuch wiſe hear 
them, read, mark, learn, aud inwardly 
"xe them, that by Patience and Com- 
ort of thy holy Word, ae may embrace 
and ever Told faft, the eſe Hope of 
everlaſting Life, which thau haſt g n 
us in our " Swaiour Jeſu Chrift. 


] ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with 
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The Goſ pel Notion of eternal Li a 
inquired i into and Wr 
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a * 
Jo HN vi. 6 8. 0 
Then. Shs Peter anſwered him, Lai! 

to whom ſhall we go ? Thou haſt th \ 

Words he eternal Li 70. 4 d 


* E Occaſion of theſe Work 
| was this: Our Lord had ben 
entertaining his Follower 
E ith a very ſtrange and m/ 
"WWD Diſconrle, which was ſo ſhock 
ing and offenſive to many of then 
in its outward and obvious Meaning 
that hey 4 call'd it a hard Saying, ab 


ing 


— 
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Eternal Liſe. 89 
ing amongſt themſelves, | who could | 
bear it? - Nay, fo = was it to them, 
that we are told, that from that time 
many of his Diſciples went back, and 
Wwalked no more with him. 
The Diſcourſe at which they were 
0 highly diſguſted, and provoked to 
Ea final Deſertion of him, was con- 
ceming eating and _—_ his Fleſh, 
and Blood; which he aflured them 
vas ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that with- 
out it they could have no Life in them. 
This, when underſtood in its Literal 
Meaning, muſt be very mp to 
the Fews, who were under poſitive 
and repeated Commands from God, 
not to eat or drink ſo much as the 
Blood of any Beaſt. Lewit. vii. 26. 
it is ſaid, Te ſhall eat no manner of 
Blood, whether it be of Fowl, or of 
Beaſt, in any of your Dwellings : What- 
ſoever Soul it be that eateth any Blood, 
even that Soul ſhall be cut off from his 
People. The Fews being under ſuch 
ä —̃ 


90 


- That Eternal Life is plainly made 


nes Goſpel Notionof 
ſtrict Commands againſt eating ay 


whatſoever Soul ſhould eat any Blood 
This was the Diſcourſe which gan 


with him; and twas upon their De 


away; to which Simon Peter anſwered 


Lord, to whom ſhall we go? Thou hd 


fort of Blood, could not but wondsll 
that the . a Mans Blot 
ſhould be made the neceſſary Mean 
of Eternal Life, when they had tl 
undoubred Word of God for it, thalf 


ſhould be cut off from his People. 1 


occaſion to many of his Dilciples y 
depart from him, and walk no mor 


parture that our Lord ask'd th 
Twelve, whether they alſo would gi 
the Words of Eternal Life, 

Now in theſe Words it is plain 


expreſs d, That the Words of Chil 
are the Words of Eternal Life; or, 


known in his Words. 
— Secondh 


Eura Lie. 
S:condly, That merely upon that 
Account, without any Regard to any 
kind of Difficulties, we ought to ad- 
here to Chriſt, with the Twelve; and 


Tm” 


are the Words of Eternal Life; or, 


known in his Words. 
Now the Eternal Life which is 


ed Bi manifeſted in the Words of Chriſt, is 
not the eternal Duration of the Soul 5 


{imply conſider d. For of this, both 
Jews and Gentiles were generally well 
nh enough fatisfy'd before. When our 
ul Lord bids the Fews fearch the Scrip- 
, tures, he tells them, that in them they 
ar 2houghr they had eternal Life. So that 
our Lord does plainly acknowledge, 


h 


not forſake him, as many in the 
Itime of his Appearance in the Fleſh | 


nr chen, It is plainly expreſod in 
Imy Text, That the Words of Chriſt | 


That Eternal Life is plainly made 


that they had ſome Knowledge and 


or 
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know it is a common Notion, tha 
the Jews had no certain Knowledge 
of the Immortality of the Soul; bu 
— is plainly contrary to the expreli 


diſcountenanced than confirmed by 
thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, on which 


Original, do not imply a bringing: 
thing to light which was in ſuch a Stat 


unknown and — of; but 1 
ther a brightening an 


rather for granted, than endeayouring 
to prove it; it needing no Proof, be- 


The Goſpel Notion of 
Expectation of Eternal Life from th, 
Scriptures of the Old Teſtament. In 


Words of our Lord, and is rath«if 


it ſeems to be built; Who' rouge 
Life and Immortality to light throw 
the Goſpel. For theſe Words, in the 


of Darkneſs before, as to be altogethet 


clearing ſome- 
thing which was not well underſtood, 
or rightly purſued. So that the Im- 
mortality of the Soul is not peculiar 
to the Words of Chriſt; tis what in- 
deed he ſpeaks but little of, taking it 


ing 


© Epernal Life. 

ng before - hand generally confeſs d 
ad bel ill poet Lt 
But nevertheleſs, there are many: 


0 Whings relating to the Immortality of 
he Soul, both as to its Happineſs, 
el Ind the Means of obtaining it, which 
ner hriſt has diſcover d to us, and which 
c can find only in his Words. 


By Eternal Life is indeed meant, 
ot ſo much an Eternal Duration, as 
He Happineſs of that State; Eternity, 

ithout Happineſs, being not worthy | 
f the Name of Lite: {© 
So that the Eternal Life made 
nown in the Words of Chriſt, is no 


ct 3 | _— . 
Ather than Eternal Happineſs: Im- 
ortality is the common Lot of all 
„en, both Good and Bad; but Eter- 
1. i Life is the Privilege but of a few; 
ere are not many that ſhall enter in- 


o it, it being the Conſequence and 
Reward of one peculiar fort of Beha- 
iour. =o IS 


Now 
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Gad perfetted; hereby we know that u 


We are told then, in expreſs Term. 


God, and Jeſus Chriſt, is to be lu 


tions and Behaviour. For he th 


in him, ought himſelf alſo to walk 4 


De Goſpel Motion of © 
Now if we conſider the Words 
our Lord, in which mention is mad, 
of this Eternal Life, we ſhall, withou 
much Difficulty, diſcover the Natl, 


true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom n 
hath ſent, Joh. xvii. 3. Now to knorlifi 


them in our Temper and Diſpoſitii 
of Mind, and in our outward AM 


ſays he knoweth bim, and keepeth u 
his Commandments, is a Lyar, and ti 
Truth is not in him. But whoſo keejel 
bis Word, in him verily is the Love off 


are in him. He that ſaith he abidi 


he walked, 1 Joh. ii. 4, 5, 6. Tit 
Eternal Life, which ariſes from ou 
Conformity to God, and his Son |: 
ſus Chriſt, is begun here in the Bod 
i | | | and 


d is often ſpoken of as a thing to 


th the Son, hath Life; and he that 
vl ith nor the Son, hath not Life; but 
t is chiefly applied to our Stare after 


1 Wcath, becauſe then we ſhall enter 


pon a more complete Enjoyment. of 


hc Happineſs of it; whereas here it 


nd Temptations, Calamities and Mi- 
rries. But rhere ball be no Sorrow, 
Wor any more Pain, but all Tears ſball 
e wiped away from our Eyes, and all 


to an end for evermore. 


= Father hath Life in himſelf, ſo he 
hath given to the Son to have Life in 
ſelf; and Foh. xvii. 2. that he 
bath given the Son Power over all Flefh, 
hat he ſpould give Eternal Life to as 


Words we are informed, that Eternal 


Gift 


de enjoy'd here in this W orld : He that 


We are told, Job. v. 26. That as 


ite is the Gift of the Son; and the 


95 | 


s mix'd and allay'd with many Trials 


e Diſtreſſes of this Life come utter- 


any as he hath given hm. In theſe 


; 95 The Goſpel Motion of © 
Gift will bear a great Reſemblance : 
thoſe Perfections which the Gin nj 
himſelf enjoys. We ſhall be fall; 
on d like his glorious Body; we (li, 
ſee him as he is; our Converſation ui 
be in Heaven with him; and when r 
appears in Glory, we ſhall be like lu 
Our Fellowſhip is to be with him, ao 
with the Father. Such then, in fon 
meaſure, as the Life of God him 
is, will this their Eternal Life bh; 
ſuch their Happineſs, ſuch their De 
poſitions and Deſires, ſuch their Gui; 
tifications and Enjoyments. As Me 
fort of Evil, Pain, or Uneaſineſs, call; 
' invade or approach the Divine M 
ture, ſo neither will any thing of dil: 
Kind be capable of diſquieting thao, 
Peace, or coming nigh their Du. 
lings As God is completely hape 
in himſelf, overflowing with Meiſho! 
and Benevolence, undiſturb'd by ani « 
4 Cares or Fears, any Paſſions or Ina 
i quietudes; ſo the Righteous, : 4 if 
3 Lo 4 
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upon or diforder. Again, in rela- 
on to Things without; As God has 
perfect Complacency in his Works 
Creation and Providence, in his 
aking and governing the World; ſo 
e Righteous, in their Eternal Life, 
all have the ſame Pleaſure ariſing to 
em from hence with God; they 
ill be taken up with Wonder and 
oly Aſtoniſhment in ſurveying the 
fects of his Power, Wiſdom,” and 
zoodneſs, which will be no longer 
yſterious and unintelligible ro them ; 


toſe Depths of Providence which are 
1 our preſent State unſcarchable, and 
alt our finding out. - Thoſe dark 
iſpenſations which now puzzle us, 


Wall Vor. II. H which, 
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; he enjoys a perpetual Feaſt with. 
n his own Breaſt; a kind of Self- 
zufficiency, like that of God's; a 
palm and Compoſure which no Storms 
r Tempeſts from without can break 


ey will have a clear Infight into 
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Thi Guſpet Nation 5 
which, ere ce cheir ſeeming = 
 liry, are apt to rail * Ry 
| Repinings in us, 71¹ then yl 
MuGeatter of Praiſe F Ado k 
£ ſearch into them will be an En: 
tainment full of Delight and Tran 
port. We ſhall not only have. th 
tame kind of Pleaſure in the Wat 
of God in general, as he has: Buy; 
be has a Pleaſure in the Proſperity 
his Servants, and. is recreated wit 
their Happineſz, ſo we ſhall parti 
pate. in, the Felicity. of each —_ 
Ve ſhall communicate our Knowledg 
and diſpenſe our Joy, and unboſo 
our Delights, at feaſt one anoth; 
with every ching that is enterrainin 
to ourſelves; inſomuch chat each ba 
enjoy the Happinels of all; all ſt. 
ing. together, in holy Love. and . 
ly Emulation, to increaſe the Happ 
2 and raiſe the Enjoyments of t 
Family of Heaven, This, and inf 
l more than this, more than H 


ha 


ath ſeen, or Ear heard, or Tongue 
an expreſs, or Heart conceive, is 
ontain d and imply d, in this ſingle 


hall be in the Likeneſs of the Son 
d of the Father. Were we to 
rite a thouſand Volumes upon this 
zubject, had we the Tongue of Men 


> come down to us, and give us an 
ccount of their Eternal Life in the 
ot ſublime Deſcriptions, what great- 
r thing could they ſay of it, than 


included all poſſible Perfection and 
appineſs. When we are told this, 
ur Imaginations cannot conceive, 


ling beyond it. hs 
But the Words of Chriſt do not 
nly exhibit the Nature of our Eter- 


It would: indeed be but of ſmall 


xpreſſion, That our Eternal Life 
nd Angels, were the Bleſs'd above 


e it is ite the Eternal Life of 
. For in this ſhort Expreſſion 


H2 Service 


or our Deſires reach forth, after any 


al Life, but the Means of 2 
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100 The Goſpel Motion of © 
Service to us, to paint forth theſe Joy 
in the moſt lively Deſcription, were 
we ſtill left at a Loſs how to arriye 
at them. Did we know whither our 
Lord went and knew not the Way, 
how ſhould we follow him? Bur in 
this Senſe alſo his Words are the Word 
of eternal Life, not only pointing out 
the End, but directing us to the read 
Means, by the uſe of which we ſhal WW” 
infallibly obtain it. And theſe are ti 
being made like unto God, or which 
is the ſame thing, the being con. 
form'd to the Likeneſs of Chriſt, wo 

is the expreſs Image of his Perſon, in 
our Deſires and Diſpoſitions: To be 
come holy as he is holy, pure as be 
is pure, and merciful as he is merci 
ful. The Words of Chriſt are con 
nually exciting us to labour after thi 
Change and Renewal of our Natur 
et walk in this newnels of Life, and 
to mortify all thoſe Appetites and In 

_ clinations, which are contrary to the. P 


1 


Eternal Life. 5 


lodg d in our Appetites an 
tions; ſuch as our Deſires are, ſuch 


muſt our Happineſs be; Happineſs 
tion of our Deſires, and acting ſuita- 


bly to our Inclinations. If our Diſ- 
hoſitions differ from thoſe of God, 


nolitions that are the Directors of our 


l ife; to find Objects agreeable to 
em is our utmoſt Happineſs. We 
row very well, that according to the 


Iiferent Caſt and Temperament of 
WurMinds, Men ſeek after different Gra- 


different Purſuits; hence proceeds 


ri r perhaps painful to another; fo that 
d. ö abſolutely impoſſible in Natare” 


H 3 that 


divine Nature, and irreconcileable 

wich the Life of God. For the Foun- 

dation and Capacity of HO is 
Diſpoſi- 


being nothing elſe but the Gratifica- 


t is impoſſible in Nature our Life 
ould be like his; for it is our Diſ- 


he Difference of their Life; what is 
Pleaſure to one, is either indifferent 


101934] 


ifications, and place their Happineſs _ 


1 


that our Life or Happineſs ſhould be 


intimate Deſires, Appetites, and In 
directing us to the ſame Objects, au 
: giving our Souls the ſame Reliſh and 

Delight in them; without theſe w 


| Kind, yielding another Sort of Ple 
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the fame with another's, unleſs om 


clinations are really the ſame, thel 


are carried away to things of anothe 


ſure, and producing a Life of a con t 
trary Nature. Hence we ſee the Re K 
ſonableneſs of thoſe Commands of oullii " 
Lord's, of procuring the fame Min l 
in us which he had, of becoming na 
Creatures, and many others to the ſim © 
purpoſe; nay, we ſee the abſolute Ne t 

ceſſity of obeying them, and ſubmiſi 
ting to them; I mean, of uſing theYl * 

as Means to obtain the End propoſe i 
Hie that hath not the Spirit of Chill © 
is none of his, neither is he in his Ni d 
ture capable of the Happineſs of Chil e 


Let his Profeſſion and outward At 


pearance be what it will. And he l 


Eternal Life. 

has the Spirit of Chriſt, chat is, has 
inveſted himſelf with the fame Tem- 
pet of Mind; the fame Dil poſitions 
and Defires, he has the Bees of an 
endleſs Life. For this it ſelf is Life 
eternal to know thee the true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt Bae, | 
This Knowledge of God and of Chriſt 
is nothing elſe but a Conformity to 


have Fellowſhip with him, and walk 
in Darkneſs, we lye, and do not ſay 
the Truth. To be thus ſpiricually mind- 
ed is Life eternal, beginning in Time, 
and never to have End. He that hath 
the Son hath Life, and he that hath 
not the Son hath not Life. An eter- 
nal Duration he has, but this is ſo far 
from Life, that throughout the Scrip- 


they who are conformed to the Like- 
— of God, find both within and 
without themſelves, the ſame Happi- 


nels which God enjoys; uy who | 
A have 


their Natures : For if we ſay, that we 


tures it is termed Death. For whilſt 


The Goſpel Motion of 
have no other Diſpoſitions and Delires 
but what they contracted here in 
carthly Enjoyments, they being re- 
moved from thoſe Enjoyments, and 
ſtill retaining the ſame Deſires after 
them, their Life is Death, being of 


Diſpoſitions contrary to God, they 


muſt be alienated from the Life of 
God. Their Eternity is ſpent in de. 
firing, and deſpairing ever to Procure 
what they deſire: The deferring d 
Hope maketh the Heart ſick, what 
then muſt the total Abſence of it do 
The little Diſappointments we mee 
with here, where nevertheleſs we hay: 
many things ſtill remaining to g- 
tify our Appetites, pierce our Heart 
through with many Sorrows, ' what 
then muſt an univerſal, eternal Dil 
appointment do, which leaves us no 
one ſcantling of Enjoyment, not the 
leaſt degree of any kind of Gratifics 
tion for any one Appetite 2 Where no- 
thing can remain but eternal unayail 


Eternal Life. © 
ing Anguiſh, and the endleſs fretting 


ure always ſending forth vain Cray- 
ings, to have every Power and Ca- 
pacity of our Souls hungering and 


and Earneſtneſs, and not one Drop 
of Water to cool the Tongue thus 
eated and inflamed, muſt be a State 


of of the utmoſt Miſery and Torment 
at {Wwe are capable of conceiving. 
0? Thus 1s eternal Life made known 


in the Words of Chriſt, both the 
Nature of it, and the ready and di- 
rect Means of attaining it; and this 
in ſuch manner as was altogether new 
and unknown to the World before 
L his Time. For tho the Immortality 
no of the Soul was generally believed, 
he yet Mankind were entirely ignorant 
. Hof the State of its Immortality. They 
chat had the moſt ſublime Thoughts 
of it, tho they talked of being re- 


ceived 


10 


of Deſires againſt each other. To have 
very Appetite and Deſire of our Na- 


Whicſting with the utmoſt Intenſeneſs = 
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ceived up into the Manſions of yh 


| Gods, and feaſting themſelves wit 


them, yet had very groſs Ideas v 
God, and of his Happineſs and Li 


They knew nothing of the eteriil 


Life of the Goſpel, nor the ration 
Means of attaining it 
The ſecond thing propoſed, was ti 


ſhew you, that we ought with th 


Twelve to adhere to Chriſt and hi 


Words, in which this eternal Life i 
reveal'd, and not deſert him as many 


of his Followers did, in the time o 
his Appearance in the Fleſh, upon ac 
count of any Difficulties whatſoeye 


relating to other things. 


As Eternity is plainly the highel 


_ Concern of every Creature that i 


capable of it ; as the things of thi 


Life are as unequal to thoſe of the nen 


under every Conſideration of them, 2 
the Duration of the one is to the other, 
ſo finding this our important State d 
Eternity fer forth fo clearly in the 

1 Word 


88S. 


Eternal Life. 107 
Words of Chriſt, with the rational 
Means of atttaining it; (our State of 
Eternity, which the wiſeſt Men of 
W chis World knew fo little, and gave 
us ſuch very imperfect Rules ro ob- 
tain it, and whoſe Precepts had no 
other than their own Authority to re- 
commend them) I ſay, feeing we 
have this eternal State clearly reveal'd 
to us in the Words of Chriſt, and in 
no other Words whatſoever atteſted 
to by the Authority of God himſelf; 
here is the higheſt Reaſon, the ſtrong- 
eſt Motive we are capable in our Na- 
tures of being influenced by, to ad- 
here to Chriſt and his Words. To 
whom indeed ſhould we go? Was 
there any thing of greater Importance 
than eternal Happineſs, we ſhould acc 
wiſely in furniſhing our ſelves with 
the beſt Inſtructions we could in re- 
lation to this our ſupreme Concern : | 
Bur there being nothing of this Na- 
ture, nothing that can ſtand in the 

| Nö _ loweſt 
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The Goſpel Notion 7 
loweſt degree of Competition with i; 
the Preparation for our Eternity tt 
call our Religion; we ſtile it th uit 
One thing neceſſary ; which One thing 
is to over-rule us in all other thin 
whatſoever, which muſt be . 
into a Subordination to it. Whom the 
ſhould we follow? whoſe Words ſhoull 
we have the higheſt regard to but hi, 
who gives us £ beſt and moſt er- 
cellent Inſtructions in that thing which 
is of ſo ſupreme a Conſequence and 
Concern to us? Rr SH Tb 
Mee are told, that in the time of n 
his Appearance in the Fleſh, he wa 
often attended by great Multitudes 
of Followers, ſome from one Motive, 
and ſome from another. Some ac- 
companied him out of Curioſity, 
ſome for the Loaves, ſome had an Wh 
Expectation of his eſtabliſhing a tem- 
poral Kingdom, and of being chief 
_ Miniſters of State therein, many re- Whc 
garded him as an Enemy to the = 

| y 
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ro the Temple and Ceſar, and they 
veW-cecnded him with a Deſign to betray 
Wim. They were indeed but a little 
noWrlock who followed him under the 


wer of Life: who knew his Voice, 
onformed themſelves to his Example, 
ay, the Truth, and the Life. 

ow with us. Chriſt has till his 


Reaſon, that we cannot but conclude) 
hat they who do now regard his Words 
xs the Words of eternal Life, bear the 
ame Proportion to thoſe who do 
not, as the Twelve did to the Land of 
Fudea,J eruſalem, and the Country about 
Jordan. How many thouſands are there 
now that find the ſame Difficulties 


ſpecial Character of the Lord and 
and attended to his Doctrine, and 
with relation to this End, as he was the 
Neither is the Caſe much different 
Multitudes, he is throng d and preis d 25 


on every ſide, but there is roo much 
Reaſon to fear, (there is ſo much 


no 


1 ” rog 
vil and Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, 
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the Words of Chriſt are barely the 


tofore. The Generality of his Fol. 


dom of 
his Rules of Life as a Syſtem of be 


into a thouſand wild inconſiſtent and 


this Particular he' teaches as neva 


TT 
Son of God as the Phariſees did her 


lowers re rd his Ki om as a King - 
NY nod th lk 


liticks, they eſtabliſh various Societig 
and Conſtitutions of Government up 
on the Plan of his Doctrine, and the 
whole Drift and Deſign of- their Be 
haviour is calculated and laid out 9 
advance themſelves, and ſit at his righ 
Hand and his left, in this his ſuppoſed 
Kingdom. The Scriptures are wreſtal 


contradictory Schemes; whereas the 


Words of eternal Life, they are not de- 
ſign d to inform us in any other Part- r 


cular, and he that is not with him int 


this one Point, is againſt him. Tis in 


Man taught; in other Matters there: 
n ſuch Form, Beauty nor Comel⸗ 0 


nel 


— 


\c> in him, he paſſes over other things 


orth and recommends to us, and in- 
ucts us in; eternal Life! the maſt 


nough in it to obliterate every other 
are, and inhance the whole Solici- 
ude of our Souls. The Things of 


als away, and are conſequently. ſuch, 
hings as we cannot 55 


ve ſhould, be removed from a mean 
and indigent, and painful, to a great 


Promiſe of ſuch a Favour: from ſome 
great Man that we could rely upon, 
that he would confer it when he ſaw 
it moſt convenient for us; ſurely wa 
ſhould overlook our preſent State: 


AS SM. F FBR KS 


ed, 


cy 
— 


b 


his Life, are the Things which muſk | 


nably take 
hought for, ſeeing there are Things 


or ever. Were any of us aſſured that 


and happy State of Life; had we che 


Our Expectations would: be raiſed, 


our | 
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not Worthy his Notice, nor our Care 
ud Concern, Tis eternal Life he ſets 


urſory Contemplation of which, has 


1 
4 
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our Souls would be wrapt u in, and 
abs 


miſes of an unchangeable God, þ 
the bright Proſpe& of Eternity hel 


its Impreſſions upon our Souls, an 
turned our Faces Heavenward, an 


of Chtiſt, ſimply as the Words « 


us than thouſands of Gold and Silver 


part from him. To whom ſhould w 
go to be better inſtructed in this Pa: 


if being regardleſs of Life eternal, we 
| read them with other Views, no won 


The Goſpel IN orion of 122 
our whole Behaviour would be on 
continued act of Preparation for thi 
happy Advancement. How is it then 
we are ſo little influenced by the Pro 


forth to us? Had Eternity once mad 


did we apply ourſelves to the Word 


eternal Life, our — would be ii 
them, and they would be dearer 1 


neither would it be in our Power to de 


ticular, or what Particular of Inſtruc 
tion could we prefer before this? Bu 


der we are offended at him, no wor 
der they appear fooliſh things to us 


n0 


Rus Life. eee eee e 

o wonder we find not thoſe things 

them which they were never de. 

gu d to inſtruct us in. Py 

Bleſſed are they who have Eyes to 

e, and Ears to hear, and Hearts to 

nderſtand, that is, who have Diſpo- 

tions to receive and improve the 

yords of Eternal Life: They, tho', 

hen meaſured by the Wiſdom of this 

orld are Hough Fools and Mad- 

en, yet being wiſe unto Salvation, 

all be approved and applauded in 

e Preſence of God and all his 

ngels, and receive a Crown of Glo 
hich ſhall never fade, and be ad. 
tred to a Happineſs that will know 
ither End nor Interruption. 
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DISCOURSE VI 


The Univerfality of the future 
Judgment. „ 
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0 Foy We muſt all appear before the Jah 

| ment-Seat of Chriſt, that a M 6 
| may receive the things done in l 
Body, according to that he hath ini, 
ö whether it be good or bad. 

| . 8 E 
| E is very evident, that . 
| | 
l Se great Buſineſs of all Ln 
| givers has been to encoiiii 


NR rage the Love and Pradii 

of Virtue, and to diſcourage a 
puniſh Vice, by all the beſt Mea 
„„ wit 


| The Univerſality, &c. 


from an obvious Diſcernment of the 
natural Excellence of the one, of its 
Tendency-to promote the Happineſs 
of Man, whether we conſider him 


no other Foundation than the mere 
Pleaſure and Authority of Legiſlators, 
he Laws made concerning them 
would have been as various, as in all 
ther indifferent Matters : There could 


ent about their Nature, among all 


vould have changed in every Climate, 
n every different Form of Govern- 
ent that preſcribed tem. 
But tho all Legiſlators have agreed 
n this Point, it is at the ſame time 
qually evident, that none of them 
ave been able to aſſign to the diffe- 


heir proper and juſt Reward; or to 
| „ the 


within their Power: And this aroſe 


apart by himſelf, or as a Member of 
WSocicty. For if Virtue and Vice had 


ave been no ſuch univerſal A gree- 


lice and learned Nations; but they 


ent Branches and Degrees of Virtue, 


115 


„ 


being effected; and for theſe Reaſons; 


World, makes many a fair Hypo 
crite; * Puniſhments of Vice drive 


Wickedneſſes are committed, ſuch x 


pler 'd and offended many wiſe and 


The Univerſaliy of 


the different Complications of Vice 
their deſerved Puniſhment. This. * 
not been, nor indeed is capable of 


becauſe many Acts, which appear to 
us to be Virtuous, or Vicious, may 
be otherwiſe; and becauſe many Ach 
of Virtue and Vice never fall unde 
our Notice or Cognizance at all. Th 
Credit which. Virtue maintains in the 


Sinners into the Dark, where may 


no Eye can diſcover, and therefore no 
Power can redreſs, 

This has been the State of the 
World from the Beginning to thi 
Day; and muſt be fo, as long as te 
Intereſts and Allotments & Virtue and 
Vice are left under Human Inſpec 
tion, and to the r of Mea 
only. This Cale has greatly per 


gool 


the future Judgment. 
good Men, who have at laſt been un- 
able to diſcover any Remedy for it. 
Hard it is, that the moſt excellent of 
Mankind ſhould meet with the worſt 
Fate; and that the moſt Wicked and 
Miſchievous ſhould not only eſcape, 
but proſper. e 
To fay that Virtue is its own 
Reward; that it is inſeparably at- 
tended with Peace and Happi- 
nels within; and that Vice carries its 
own Puniſhment with it, (were it al- 
ways true) does by no means reach 
the Difficulty, For ſuppoſe Virtue to 
be always happy within, why muſt it 
not be outwardly happy alſo? Is it 
upon that Account reaſonable that it 
hould: be impoveriſh'd, impriſon'd, 
or diſgrac d? If it endures Afflictions 
better, does it therefore deſerve them 
more? Or are the Loſs of Conve- 
nience, Liberty, Reputation, ſuch Diſ- 
couragements, as Virtue only is inſen- 
ſible of? „„ CEE. 
= 
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| And ſuppoſe that Vice mult neceſ. th 
farily be attended with a ſecret An- Itch 
| ouiſh and Sting within (which hoy. It 
W —- ever is not always the Caſe) muſt it 

| therefore receive no other ' Puniſh. in 
il maent? Or is it fit therefore that hL. 


ſhould be enriched, honour'd and ad. 
vanc'd? What is then to be done} 
Here is plainly a great Defect, ſome 
thing wanting, which no Humaſ 
Power or Wiſdom can provide for, 
ſupply. „ 
Let us attend to the Words of the 
Text, and we ſhall ſee this great Dif 
ficulty removed, and Light ariſe from 
the Darkneſs. We muſt all appear bt 
fore the Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt, that 
every one may receive the things done i 
his Body, according to that he hath 


done, whether it be good or bad. This 
is the moſt important Truth that eve n 
was made known to the World: lte 
clearly vindicates the Divine Juſtice in 

the ſeemingly unequal Diſtribution , t 
| | | | _ 
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be Things of this Life: It ſätisfies al! 


the anxious Reaſonings of Mankind: 
It exhibits 10; Virtue A full : Reward 


or all its Diſcouragements and Suffer- 
he ings: and aſſures us there will be a 
Time when Wickedneſs ſhall be 
d. brought to Juſtice: and if any thing 
en be a Check to Wickedneſs, the 


Terrors of the Lord muſt be. 


he WY unknown to the World before. Many 
if. Wot the Superſtitions, both of the Greeks 


and Romans, are evidently founded 


Tho' this Truth was never made 
clear and certain, till the Publication 
of the Goſpel, yet it was not wholly 


m 
„con the Suppoſition of a future State. 
They had their Elyſian Fields for Re- 
bes, and Men of virtuous Character; 
and other infernal Abodes for the 


Wicked, with a variety of Puniſh- 
ments, very fabulous indeed, but ne- 
u vertheleſs very ſignificative. In this 


in View it is worth our obſerving, that 


of che Expreſſion made uſe of by St. Paul, 
he — that 


; >". "FIR 
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that Je ſus Chriſt brought Life and In. 
mortality to Light through the Goſpe| 
does not imply the Diſcovery of | 
thing abſolutely unknown, or uy 
thought of before; but the bright 
ning or clearing up a Matter -thy 
was before obſcure or doubrful. Th 
Epicureans indeed were led, by thi 
whole Syſtem of Philoſophy, to dey 
a future Judgment; they could ng 
admit a Providence in any Particulx 
or Degree: So that we need ng 
wonder that, when St. Paul preached 
at Athens, this Sect eſpecially, whe 
they heard of the Reſurrection of th 
Dead, ſhould mock. Neither need vt 
on the other hand, be ſurpriz d g 
Dionyſius the Areopagite ſhould beliem e 
and certain others with him, The u 
were probably of other Sects, whok 
Philolophy prepar'd them to attend e 
ſuch a Doctrine, as much as the Fi i 
curean's diſqualify'd them for it. 6 
cero, upon more enlarged Principles it 


ſpeak 


he 


of the Reſurrection of the Dead. 

verfal Importance, that it has been 
good Men; nay, there are ſcarce any 
of Religion or Virtue, in which this 
subject has not a large Share, as be- 
ing in its Nature the great Support 
their Parts: So that there is no- Per- 
vB cxfily furniſh'd with very uſeful Books 


nol upon this Subject. fan. 
ok I ſhall therefore, in my preſent Diſ- 


nl courſe, confine myſelf to the follow- | 


ing Obſervations. as ay 
The firſt Particular, which offers 
les itlelf, is the Univerſality of the Perſons 


to 


The Subject is of ſo great and uni- 


treated of by innumerable learned and 


and principal Motive of both, in all 


ſon, who has any Belief of, or Re- 
gard to a future State, but may be 


| 121 
s of a future State with great 
Aſſurance and Conſolation: And a- 
mong the Jews, it is certain that the 


Phariſees were thoroughly perſuaded 
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Diſcourſes upon any particular Branch 


we 
= . be judged — all Men, all the Ge. 


nerations of Mankind in one Aſſem. 


Largeneſs and Solemnity of this Ay. 


ſon and Nature of things, that all the 
Tribes and Families of the Earth 


caſion. It is reaſonable to think, thx 


| ' ; v q 4 (4 at bed A = | L 7 of 8 N AAS be 8 
8 20 2 | N 
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bly: We muſt all appear before th 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt. Now, with. 
out playing the Orator upon thy 


pearance, I ſhall obſerve, that then 
ſeems to be a Neceſſity in the Rez 


ſhould appear together upon this Oc, 


proper Rewards and Puniſhment 
could not be ſo well diſpens'd, i 
Men were to be try'd apart, at diff 
rent Times, and in ſeparate | Badie 
They could not be ſo well fatisfyi 
of the Equity of their own Caſe, The 
Divine Juſtice could not be ſo open 
and apparent unto all. For Gol 
will be juſtified in his Sayings, and wil 
overcome when he is. judged *: The 


el) 


LO IT r 


* 2 


Rom. iii. 4. 


Lor 


the ae 8 1 LY 
Lord will come ith ten thouſands f 
bis Saints, to execute Judgment upon 
al, and to convince all that are un- 
godly among them, of all their ungodly 
Needs, which they bave ungodly com- 
mitted ; and of all their hard Speeches, 
hich engodly, Sinners haue ſpoken a- 
gainſt him: So that the Mouth of all 
ickedneſ⸗ ſhall be ſtop ed, and every 
"ne be ſelf-condemn T7 in his own 
Breaſt, Now were Men to be tried 
n ſmall Parties, how could this End 
de anſwer d? how could they know 
hat the ſame Equity and impartial 


r TT & TT ae 7. x 


E Diſtribution was extended unto all? 
cs, ut where every one is a Witneſs to 
10 e whole Proceeding, this muſt in 
ne WFouſe follow. 


And there ſeems to be. RE 
round or Reaſon for this Univerſal 
\ppearance. For we cannot con- 
eive the Vireyes and Vices of a lingle 
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* Jude 15, 


Fl 8 | Perſon 


count, without bringing in very grer 
Multitudes, if not the whole Race q 
Mankind, as Parties concern'd; with 


commonly inquire into the Cauſ 


ries of which even Thought iii 


and to them by theirs, and fo a 


i. Unionſality , 
Perſon can appear in their full Extent 
or be brought to a fair and equal Ac. 


out going forward and backwal 
from the Beginning to the End 
Time. We are indeed apt to think 
that the Habits and Actions of Me 
are merely their own, and do ng 


and Combinations of Cauſes, which 
concurred to the Production of tho 
Habits. But a very little Conſider 
tion will open to us a ſpacious and 
moſt extenſive Field, to . Bounds 


cannot reach: Education, Examypl; 
the Notions and Faſhions of the Age 
are all inſtrumental in forming out 
Manners. All theſe Cauſes were in- 
troduced to Us, by our Forefather, 


backwards from the Beginning; : 
"RY "* 


te future Judgment. 


oſterity in the ſame manner: So 


influencing each other in their No- 
ions and Practice of Religion and 
irtue, it ſeems impoſſible that a fair 


rill be continued down to the lateſt 


hat you ſee the very Reaſon and Na- 
ure of the Thing itſelf demands this 
niverſal Appearance. Where all are 
o linked together, from firſt to laſt, 


nd equal Account, in regard to theſe 
Particulars, can be made up, and 
hat the Equity of it can be manifeſt 


„ 


| 7 All, without the Joint Appearance 15 
„ ER 
i The fame Reaſons will ſerve to il- | 


g ioned in the Scriptures, and that is 
„e Appearance 45 all the holy Angels 
5 pon this Occaſion. For, 45 they are 


\fairs of Salvation, that is, in Matters 
of Virtue and Religion, they are evi- 


tought neceſſary. "= 


uſtrate another Particular, often men- 


ll miniſtring Spirits, attending on the 


dently Parties concern d, and their Pre- 
ence, even in that Reſpect, may be 
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and 


The Univerſality of 
Beſides this Univerſality of the Peyſm 
there is another Particular of the hiph. 
eſt Importance, and that is the Un 
verſality of the Diſcoveries there to ly 
made. And without this, all that i 
before obſerved, would be abſolutch 
uſeleſs. God will judge the Secrets 
all Men by Jeſus Chrift : He will brin 
to Light the hidden things of Darkn, 


and will make manifeſt the Counſel: 


the Hearts: and then ſhall every My 
have Praiſe of God. Were the ou: 
ward Actions only to come unde 
Cognizance, as in human Tribun 


Religion and Irreligion, Virtue au 


Vice would be very partially repre 
ſented, judged, and rewarded, and Mea 


could not have their due Praiſe fron 


God. For Religion and Virtue, au 
their Contraries, are ſeated in the Hear, 
in the Will and Intention, which vt 
have innumerable Ways to diſguit 
palliate: And even when they ar 


„ 


moſ 
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moſt openly declared by outward Ac- 
tions, they are declared very imper- 
fectly. Tis true, we can judge of them 
only by their Fruits; and this Sort of 
udgment, as defective as it always is, 

js ſufficient for the Purpoſes of this 
Life, which do' not require that we 
ſhould know exactly the Meaſures of 
each other's Virtue and Vice. But 
where Men are to be rewarded or pu- 
niſhed according to the Rules of the 
ſtricteſt Equity, this would by no 
means do. Outward Actions do, al- 
moſt in every Inſtance, repreſent too 
much, or too little; more or leſs than 
vas intended: They cannot bring to 
view the State of the Mind, the ſe- 
veral Motives and Inducements by 
which it was actuated, nor the Strag- 
ples ir might go thro within it ſelf, 
which are the very Circumſtances that 
enhance the Account both of Virtue 
and Vice. Theſe are things which 
other Perſons can never know by out- 
i ward 
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ward Appearance; nay, we ourſelve 


are not perfect Judges of them. 
cannot but ob erve here the great 


Propriety of that Paſſage in St. Paul. 
With me (ſays he) it is a very | ſmal 


thing that I ſhould be judged of you, o 


of Man's Judgment; yea, I judge me 
mine own ſelf : For I know nothing h 


my ſelf, yet am I not hereby juſtified, 


but he that judgeth me is the Lord 


And that of St. John, If our Heat 


condemn us, God is greater than on 
Heart, and knoweth all things, --- But 
to return. The Value of Virtue and 
Vice is not to be eſtimated by ay 
outward Circumſtances. How mean 
an Appearance did the Widow's Mit: 
make in the Treaſury 2 Without doubt 
it was a contemptible, perhaps a ridi 
culous Offering, yet it was the greateſ 
Gift there. The higheſt Degrees of 
Virtue and Vice can ſeldom ſhew them- 


{elves in any outward Acts at all; they 


"HS 1 Cor, r. 


exceed 


poſes: The Act ſtops ſhort, and can 
go no further, but leaves the Mind to 
intend and execute the reſt; Now was 
there not to be in utiveiling” of the 
molt retited Indifiations ws. Inten- 
tions of the Soul, were not the moſt 
fileat Thoughts of the Heart, the very 


own, there could be no” ſtrict 
Equity in aſlighing the Rewards of 


1d Virtue and Vice: The moſt diſtin- 
ny {Wviliiog Circumſtanees of each would 
ca e Notice. But where the Inten- 
ite ion is open d to the very Center, 
be here We ate laid bare to the firſt 


rinciples of Tnclinarion, and all Pro- 
reſſes both withiti ery without are 
iplay'd to View; all the ſecret Springs, 
the Combinations and Involttions 
4 Cirehniftatices unràvell' d, there tlie 
hate our own Will has in everyt thing 
VoI. II. K muſt 


creted the Ability of the Perſons in 
whom they reſide. Neither Goodneſs, 
nor Masses can execute half their Pur- 


3luſhes of the Mind to be made 
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| muſt appear, and 


0 our * 
currence, that is, Our es 
Vice may be ſeparated | om all er 


traneous Cauſes, may be 
and naked, and tres 
exact Juſtice. NY | 
How this vill be 6 40 , 
lutely beyond our pe Saen c 
ſion. I ſhall olerye,. that A! 
Word of God manifeſted, in che Ya 0 
a quick « and ful, and TE 
than any two-edged Sword, pier img, cm h; 
to the dividing a wonder of Soul and 1 7 
it, and of th an 
a Diſcerner of the wee ond. — Fe 
| the Heart. Neither ic the FI 
ture, that. js not 7 in bis A/ 
but all things are na, eee Po- 
the Eyes of * With hom . ve hon ant 
0 do. If e Word of God v vin 
thus, 1 Te 19, piercing. to Mel 
in the Body, we may eaſily in þ feſt 
that it will have a greater Iaſtes Lip 


"Ez SS * Heb. tv. 12, i 4 ” e 
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with more power, „ ie we mal be | 
as the Angels, and W of ſeeing 1 
cyerr a5 we aft been. 6 I 
| Apaity its obſervable; EO bock 
he Happineſs of the ty and For- 
mente « "the Wicked to pro 


Let av/atretihts/ Se. Paas Deſcriprioin 
of this Preſehce;”* Ihe Lord Feſus (fays 
— bend revealed um 2 e b 


Glory y 4. enden 700 9 
detect 5 s eis ef the bony: ot 


132 


1 — Fy 
The Power | of Glory may poſſib 


ceonſiſt in this, and ſo may be con- 
ceived to be equally a — of Hap- il : 
pineſs to good Men, and of Toxment IM 1 
to the Wicked, making Diſcoverie iſ [ 
advantageous to the one, and very ! 
grieyous to the other. The Lovers of Mfc 
Light and Darkneſs in this Life mul 
be the ſame in the next, and will hays I 
their ſuitable Places of ed albgnd t 
to wanne W 

I have now. a1 two , Obſervatiou R 
to make upon ohne has been ſaid, the Mk 
| firſtito confirm our Faith of his. im. 4 
portant Doctrine; the eon to inf be 
ence our ce thay na 
Upon our firſt and. moſt \remor ſt 
Enquiry into this Doctrine it appears, the 
that upon a Suppoſition that ther . 
is no future State of Rewards and Pu- Ide 
niſhments, the Intereſts of Virtue and ae 
Vice are almoſt intirely unprovidel I bla 
for: And hence it vil follow, tha the 


chere is no Wiſdom, Goodnels, or bet 
rt | 2 f 88 kne 


— 


= 


ne 
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I fide packe nent. 
Juſtice preſiding over the whole: The 
next Step is, that every Man may do 
what is right in his own Eyes, and 


133 


provide for his own Pleaſure,” juſt as | 


he thinks fit. This is the Sect on 
one ſide, and what is embraced now 
a-days by moſt Libertines and Villains: 
wor Pleaſure is the only End, and 
they that ſerve it beſt, (be the Means 
wür they will, be they the Miſery; 
Ruin and Deſtruction of Millions) 
they muſt be the wiſeſt Men. When 


Hes love Darkne 57. rather than Light, 


becauſe their Deeds are evil, it may be 


natural enough for ſuch Men among 


the other Errors of Life, to admit 
theſe Abſurdities. 

On the other hand, . whole 
Ideas of Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Juſtice 


are as clear and poſitive, as thoſe of 


black and white; who are ſatisfied that 
there is a real and eſſential Difference 


between Virtue and Vice; Theſe Men 


. that the Author of Wiſdom, 
| K 1 == Goods 


— I 
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. Gdodunelſz and Juſtice in others muſ 
have them in himſelf; and maſt ws 
with thoſe, to-whom he has impar 
them, wiſely, goodly - and i 2 0 
elſe he has it mparted them n Vain, aud 
has them bum i in vain; Which is in 
| ſhore; not to impatt them, Or hatt 
them at all. For a vain Wiſdom 
5 N and | 


fa is a Wiſe, Goed, and ' al 
Being, which is a Point that needs io 
prtoving; and if his Wiſdom, Go⁰ 
neſs and Juſtice donor fully apper 
in the 
there are frequent Apy ara 
_ . contrary, what is the Con 
What is reaſonably 70 be — — 
Nothing can more obviguſly, vr mort 
certainly be inſerr' d, than e 
State, and a future ms 


; o there was any — r — 
: The: e of good and the Tenne 


23. — of 


ſtice rare none n 


If then 5 Maker of: Man. 


Diſtributions £ 
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were expected by Ma 


bad 


PI | 


bad Met 2 EEE 'thetn ad? the 
Reaſonings of all, that would' reaſon, 
confirm d theſe Apprehenſions. So that 
when they ate revealed, one would 
chink there could be no Obje 
The Evidence J have here inſilted up- 

on, is what ariſes from the Nature 
and Neceſlity of things. The parti- 
cular Cireumſtances of a Judgment 
to come, which Revelation has given 
us, as Gar as we have now enquired 
into them, appear not only reaſon- 
able, but abſdlutely neceſſary. N ] 
AY a thing was ſo agreeable to the 
natural ales ard Expectations of 
Mankind, before it was reveab'd, and 
after itsRevelation appears in all its Parts 
and Branches ſo ſtrictly reaſonable and 
neceſſary; They who reject it, muſt 
not be directecl by Reslon, bur 'by 
- Darkneſs, and a reſolute Love of and 
Adherence to it. The Perplexities 
on their Side are endleſs; all' is Dark- 

_ nef63 khere is no other” Reſort, or 

1 98 + K 1 Shel- 
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muſt be Madnels.” Was it barely doubt 
ful, every wiſe Man would chooſe 
the gelle Side: But, as it is evident, 
to diſregard it, is > diſregard our 
higheſt poſſible Concern. Ve muſt all 
appear before thei Judgment: Seat of Chrift, 
none ſhall be exempt. Phe Secrets of 
: _— Hearts ſhall HE 4 aa no Arti- 


e — The Uniurſaliy of 


Shelter. On the other ſide the Light 
ſhines, all Difficulties. are removed 
ſeeming Contrarieties reconcil'd; and 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs and en a 
bliſhed for E Ver. L 105 1 
The other Application 1 Gi « 


make is ſuch as may influence our 


Practice. The natural and interna 
Evidences of a future Judgment re- 
vealed, before we come to conſidet 
its external and adventitious Evi. 
dences, are ſuch, as no, impartii 


Reaſoner can reſiſt. Now the Mat: 


ter of it is of 0 ſupreme an:Impor- 


tance, that not to admit it, as out 


firſt Principle ot Motive of. Action, 


fc 


the future udęment. 
an reſcue us, no Coyering hide us, 


wn Hearts will witneſs againſt, us, 
Dur preſent Glories will be our Shame, 


p make us very careful in our Con 


| a Tribunal, But at laſt what is 
his Conduct? There is nothing re- 


mo 


2 
ers, ey 
ould do unto us; which we cannot 
ontradict in our Manners, without 
fending our Conſciences, and gene- 
ally counter- acting our own Intereſt, 
ind the Pleaſures, we propoſe to our 


n 
_ 


Dur Confederates together with our 
ance of the. Thing it {elf is ſufficient 


uct, which is to come before ſo aw 


uired of us, if attended to, but what 


ſelyes 
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here is no need of many W. ords up?: 
n this Occaſion, the plain Impor- | 
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rerthy chat they wilf bear no k. 
An with regard to their ord 


& mut 


nces: Fr what is a- Man proj 
if he all gain, the 4vhole World, | 
loſe his own 00 ? Or what Hall 4 Ul 
de N Exchange 
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Be careful fo nothing, but in every 
_ by Prayer and eee, with 

49 | N e . . be 


ches of all Reli 
all Ages and Na- 
tions of the World. How much ſo- 
ever Mankind have differd in their 
Conceptions of the Divine Being, w 
1 . ow 


ho: e:yatious losdel, they Na WF i 


their Mechods of worſhipping him, 


all have; {agreed to aſcribe to him th their 
Bleffir ige and Enjoyments, in "Thank 


7 d to have recourſe to hin 
7115 Slowly of i their Wants, and 
2 Removal of their Calamities 


5011 


— 

The Chriſtian Revelation carrig 
cheſe Duties to the greateſt Height 
continually injoining them, and in- 
forces them with che greateſt * 
e n eee ee 
Our Lord cdhmands' lis. "Diſciph 


td ptay in ſecret, and aſſures then, 


that they ſhall be rewarded o pen); 
that _ things ſoever they mond 
geſire when chey prayed, if they be 
lie ved that they ſhould receive them, 
they ſhould have them; He ſpakea bar 
ble alſo to them to this end, that Men 
ought always to pray, and not ts aint. 

His Apoſtles, after him, are conti- 


bually preling theſe Duries, To fe 


wo! without 


Aeg / Nee 


ppirit, and watching 5170 20775 alt 
er ſeverance.” Ane — the Words Gf 
Text: Be careful for nothing Bu 


in with Tienl gag, let your Res 
efts be made known unto God. We ſes 
o frequently and earneſty theſe Duties 
re preſs d upon us, hid whar” Bert 
ncouragement, what powerful. Mo 


ls de conſtant in the Diſcharge of chem. 
ny Theſe Duties therefore muſt de. 
we our moſt ſtrict Inquiry. 1 ſhall 
ace occaſion to ſhew you che Narute 
e chem, the Reaſons on -which"they 
m, Merc founded; which will be fo many 


f 


Motives to excite us to the 'Dilchars l 
1 them. J v©% Kd 108 W 

Firſt thang * F mut obſerde 0 you 
bn in choſe Paſſages" of Seripture, 


where 


e "ceafing jt Gu I that e 
in very where; Ming bp: :ho Hand | 
m wrath or Aonhti wee 
eh al] Prayer und Supplons 


n every thing by Pyayer An ai 


ves are propoſed to us, to induce us 85 | 


Where füch. like Promises as dhe % 
Nie. on earth, as! touc ung any * : 
key foalh ask,_it call he dbnt- for fr 
of ny. Father which is in Heawew, A 
again, Whatſoever' % Pall! chirp 0 J 
Name, that ail Ide; N ye ab¹ẽf. 
me, and my Words alido in % 5 
ach whatrye will, amd it pal be d 


aud let them proy uur him am 
aud tlie Prayer of Faith gu rde l. 


K 
9 


4 


feaus Mam availeth: much. In all td 
and the like Inſtances, ordinary pra 
not to be underſtood, but ſuch a 
eſtly, that it might not rain an 
 Fained nat on the Earth for the hace 
ehrte Tears and feu Months," and f 
prayed cgain, and che Heaven gave * 


1601 


ay. it is yery evichibe; that: t 

niſes are made only to extracedinery. 
D inlpixed, Prayer. 0 5 Caſes far Tron 
being uncommen in the firſt 

<c. Paul (ays. expreſly,: that zie Spirit 
elped their Inſtrmities; fon: aue know. 
wt what. ae ſound. pray far 4. 206 
gt; but the Spirit it felfomaketh Ins 
urceſſan for us with Groanings which 
e be urtered :. And he that' fearohs 
th the _ Hearts - knoweth, «vhat is the 
Mind of the Spirit, becauſe. be maketh 
Interceſſion for the Sainte, according to 
the Will of God. He tells us again, that 
they had not received pbe Spirit af thi = 
Verid. but the Spirit — res 16 of Gad; 
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ch 


"em night know: the things that are 
ely.grven to them of Gad, which things 


1 ot not in the Words which 
1 1 un teacheth, but auſichn the 
Holy Ghoft taac heth. In his Diſcourſe 
concerning che Gifts of the Holy 
1 and 10 ls. laying, ——— 


known Tongue, atid that whilſt the 


unfruitful; 0 that this itiſpired/Prayg 


itz chat it ſhould be heard and anſw-erd 
There is nothing in this difficult Mu 


feaſonable. For ſup olthg * that "af 


[3 called che Prayer of Faitn. 


r ik” Exerciſe of ons it app A. 
that they ſometimes prayed in an un 


Spirit praye „heir Underſtanding yy 


Was ſupgeſted;: or immediately dictateb 
by the Spirit of God, and of Conf 
quence muſt be entirely "agreeable 0 
his Will, and ſo we need not wondz 
chat ſach Promiſes ſhould be ànnexedi 


abſtruſe, nothing but what is eaſy aut 


Perſon could Aſſured ly know that hi 
Prayer was dictated to him, by 'th 
Spirit of God, he could not then but 
4 that the Contents of it, the par iſm, 
ticular Matter of his Petition, mut be Tr 

ranted; ſuch Prayet as this may wel 


We muſt be careful to Aiftinguik 
bis Kind of Prayer and eyery thing 


1 it in "ne: Scriptures, gr 
that 


1 5 | ey of Ps 
a * which is ordinary, uninſpired, and 
the mere Product of the human 
Mind. Innumerable have been the Miſ- 
takes which have ariſen from apply- 
ing things, which are in their Nature 
peculiar to the Inſpired State of the 
Church, to the ordinary and uninſpired. 
ow well compoſed ſoever our Pray- 
rs may be, and how ſincere ſoever 
re are in offering them up, if we 
now them to be only the Work of 
dur own or other Mens Imagination, 
r if we cannot be aſſured that they 


re the Dictates of the Divine Spiri, 
r that he does in our own Breaſts 
tercede with God for us, it would 
e the greateſt Folly and Preſumption 
maginable to place any ſuch Faith or 
[ruſt in them, as Men m 2 reaſon- 


bly do, where they had ſuch Aſſur- 


ance and Conviction. 
But tho ordinary Prayer can habe 
o ſuch Efficacy, nor lay in any Claim 
o the Promiſes made to that which 
Vox. II. h | 3s 
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is extraordinary; yet it is not withou 


aà certain neceſſary and invariable On 
der, ſo that all Events from firſt u 


laſt muſt come out in one manne 


ask d in this Caſe, to what purpd 


The Reaſonablengſs and 


its proper Fruits and Effects. 
Could we ſuppoſe, that the Cre 
tor of the World, had from the g 
ginning diſpoſed Cauſes and Effect i 


only; that all things were predete, 
min'd, and conducted by the ſridt 
Neceſſity in the mere material World; 
(which is ſuch a Conſtitution, as isd 
all chat are conceivable, the moſt di 
couraging to Prayer; for it might k 


ing ;) I ſay, even under ſuch a Suppan 
ſition as this, Prayer would have th 6 


ave thy 
Efficacy; That it would greatly infly 
ence our moral Behaviour, which w 
know is not, cannot be conſtrained. Thy; 


Deſire of maintaining an inward buy i 


rity of Mind and an outward Ret 
> | 2 Fo cud! 


Efficacy of Prayer. 


Xreme Being frequently into our view, 


a of Fre 147 
tude of Manners, the bringing the ſu - 


+ conſtant walking in his awful Pre- 

. reſence, has in it a natural Power to 
orify che Mind and reform our Man- 
ers; we cannot but know and feel their 
vE-ficacy ; and chat when we neglect to Fe 
a ecollect ſuch Thoughts and excite 


uch Deſires, that our Minds grow 
ark and impure, and our Manners 


rithin our ſelves, and injurious to 


ighteonſneſs are things as plainly to 
e perceived and known by us, as 
odily Pain or Pleaſure; and as we 


W:nnoc well err in our Petitions, as 


les (for no Man ever deſired God 
o make; him more vicious, or to aſſiſt 
lim in Sin) fo I ſay, was there no 
livine. Concurrence, yet Prayer would 


>, Deſire 


| egular; and that We arc unhappy 
xthers. Moral Righteouſneſs or Un- 


"ng as they are confined to moral = 


y its mere natural Efficacy in moral 


"a W 8 * 
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348 De Reaſonableneſs and 
Deſire of Virtue frequently excitt 
and repeated muſt be a natural Caf 
of our Advance in Virtue. So thy 
tho' ſuch a Conſtitution of things, 1 

we have for the preſent ſuppoſe 
would render Prayer for temporal Bly 
ſings abſurd, becauſe all things wit 

out us would be carried on by a i 
did Neceſlity; yer allowing our in 
- "Hal Nature to be what it is and 
know it to be, even ordinary Pray 
muſt have a great moral Efficacy al 
TTT... ic.c25 ll 
But Secondly, If we ſuppoſe i 
material World is under a moral G 
vernment and Diſpoſition; that d 
Laws of Nature are not fo predam 
mined, but that things may be van 
and applied differently according i 
the ſeveral Merits and Exigency d 
moral Agents; and that the great u 
wiſe Author of the whole is thus 
Mercy and juſtice continually modi 
ing and directing it; then Prayer mi 


wee 8 * 


en 5 Pr pepe. 5 8 

o 8 be of ſtill greater Efficacy 
and Virtue. And that this is really 
c Conſtitution of things. is moſt 


ertain. We know our own Free- 


om of Action, as well as we know 


har we are. We experience certain 
Mowers over the marerial World, tho” 


Ihey are limited ones. Tho' we can- 
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2 


ot alter the grperal Laws of Nature, 5 


et we can apply them variouſly: We 
an combine and ſeparate them at our 
pleaſure, which. would be impoſſible, 
pere natural Cauſes directed by the 
xfore mentioned Neceſſity. We. 1 —— 


eat Power over the Creatures be⸗ 


each us, and over one another; and 
Particulars of the utmoſt Impor- 


nce we can give Pleaſure and Pain, 
nd even preſerve ot deſtroy their 
zeing. To ſay that we are not free 1 in 
heſe 2 and that theſe Powers 
re under the common neceſſary Di- 
ection, is to take away all Difference 


etwixt Liber WM and d Neceſſity; for F9 | | 


3 


1 50 
OY 


| tion of a greatet Freedom than thi 


material Syſtem is fo far from being 


is under no Conſtraift that we a; 


| know that there is a Series of Being 


teaſing in Power and Perfection, ald 


continued up without Interruption tt 


De Neaſonublineſt and 
are as free as we can be, we att from 
an inward Principle of Choice, which 


ſenſible of, and we can have no Nx 


And as we are cofiſcious of the 
Powers within our ſelves, and as yi 


beneath us, of different Powets an 
Perfections, carried down to tlie lowed 
Degree of Life and Senſe, which hay 
ſuch Powers ovet one another, an 
over which we have ſuch Powers; f 
it is a Truth univerſally acknoy: 
ledged, rhat there is a like Seri 
or Order of Beings upwards it 
that they have proportionable Poytt 
over each other and us; ſo that fi 
Action and moral Government 


under a nrceffary Adjuſtment in 4 


 Effeaty of Proyer.” 


its Parts and Motions, fo that they 


muſt all proceed on in one pre- 
ordained Courſe, that the Whole is 


ſubject to the Free Action of innu- 
merable Beings of different Orders 


and Perfections. *Tis a large and a 
proper Scene for them all to exercife 
their ſeveral Degrees of Power, and co 
ſhew their Art and Induſtry, their 
Goodneſs and Beneficence to each 


other. In fach a Conſtitution of 


things as this, which was it not te- 
vealed to us in Scripture by the Au- 
thor of it, yer muſt upon the firſt 


Propoſal to us gain our immediate 


Aſſent, as being moſt agreeable to our 


own Experience, to the Analogy of Na- 
ture, and moſt worthy of its immenſe 


T 


Author; I fay, in ſuch a Conſtitution 


as this, che Efficacy of Ptayer muſt ap- 


reaſonable Creatures to act rea 


afonably ; 


and if there is a Relarion berwixt all 
Rational Beings, from the Fountain 
„ E 4 of 


parently be verygreat. For if it becomes 
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of all Wiſdom through the . ſever 


Orders down to Mankind, there muſt 
be. Exerciſes of Power, and Commy. 
nications of Goodneſs, ariſing from 
thoſe Relations; from our right or 


wrong Behaviour in them. And then, 
if Prayer and Thankſgiving are res. 


ſonable Duties; if it becomes depen- 
dent Beings to acknowledge their De- 


pendance; thoſe that are helpleſs t 


ask Aſſiſtance; thoſe that ſin, to repent 
and be ſorry for their Tranſgreſſions, 
thoſe that receive Bleſſings and Fx 
vours, and have nothing that is ſtrid- 


ly cheir own, to acknowledge the Fr 
vours they receive, and behave grate- 


fully to their Benefactor; I fay, if 


theſe are reaſonable Duties, (and our 
Reaſon conſtrains us to own that they 


are) then they who diſcharge them 
will be treated as acting reaſonably; 
with Favour and Kindneſs; and they 
who negleff theſe Duties, muſt be 


dealt with as acting unreaſonably; 


Things 


Things will be diſpenſed to them, 
and 5 ou | 
gered in ſuch: manner, as will be moſt 
and if kind Diſpenſations will not do, 


ſevere ones will be applied. As the 


moral Good of Mankind is their 
chief Good, both in this Life, and 
that which is to come; ſo all other 


Goods muſt be diſpens d in a Subor- 
dination, and with a View to this, 


Moral Perfection we may ſafely praß 


for, and for moral Aſſiſtances, becauſe 
ve can ſcarce err in any Particular of 
this Sort; and cannot fail of having 
our Petitions granted. But as for 


temporal Bleſſings and worldly Proſ- 


perity, Health, Long: life, Riches, 
ind the like; theſe we muſt ask with 
Reſignation and Submiſſion, becauſe 
ve know not how they will affect us 
in our moral Capacity, whether they 


vill prove good or evil to us; theſe 


ve mult leave to him, who knows 
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our 


The Reaſonableneſs and 
our Neceſſities before we ask, and on 
Ignorance in asking; and who has pro. 
misd, that if, in the firſt Place, wy 
ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven, and it 
| Righteouſneſs, all other things ſpall þ 
added unto us. 7 
In Temporal things, it is enough 
that we uſe out honeſt Endeavour, 
and pray to God in general for | 
Bleſſing upon them; and accept 
the iſe, de it what it will, a} 
Bleſſing, as what is moſt promoti 
of our moral Perfection: But in mo- 
ral Caſes, beſides our Endeavour, 
we muſt add ſpecial and particulz 
Prayer; for by This, and this only, 
as a Law fix d in the Natures of $i 
tits, we diſpoſe our Souls for the Re 
ception of the particular Aſſiſtance 
we want, and derive into our Natur 
2 Grace, not otherwiſe to be ob. 
tain d. 
As we know then, as well from 
the Reaſon of Things, as the Revels 


tion 


mage, s 
tion of God, that there are ftinume. 
table Ordets of reaforrable or moral 
Agents, of different degtees of Power 
and Perfection, atid who; as well as 
we, muſt have a proper Scetie of Ac- 
tion, a ſuitable Latitude to exerciſe 
their Powers in; as there miſt be a 
certain Connexion or Dependance be- 
twixt all the Links of this Chain; 
and as Moral Perfection muſt be the 
lame in all, and can only vary in 
degree; atid as Prayer and Thätikf- 
giving are evidently reaſohable or mo- 
ral Buties, they muſt be means of 
uniting us to the Source of all Power, 
and engaging it in favour of us. And 
if fo, what greater Encouragement 
can we have to pray wthont ceaſmig, 
to be careful! for mthing of a tempo- 
tal Nature, chat is, not to be anxibur 
or ſolicirous; but in torvy thing, by 
Prayer aud Supphication, with Thawkſ- 
giving, to make knit our Requeſts un- 
to God, the only independent Being, 

1 5 the 
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The 1 ws” 
the Author of all Power and Poke 


tion, who irradiates the whole Series 


of rational Beings, and to whom all 


muſt be accountable for the Uſe of 
their ſeveral Powers; ſeeing by the 


Diſcharge of theſe, and other Dutie 
which are inſeparably connected toge- 


ther, we procure all Favour and en- 
gage all Power on our Sides. The 
Material World is indeed incapabl: 


of hearing Prayer, or obſerving our 


Actions; but it is enough that 10a 
Being han us, to whom all is ſub- 


jet, and of conſequence by whom 
the whole Extent of Nature, either 
mediately or immediately, is conginu- 


ally modelled and applied, in a, ts 


tional and moral way. Our mor 
Behaviour, therefore, is the Cauſe of 
all our Happineſs or Miſery all de- 
pends upon it; and as Prayer and 
Thankſgiving are ſuch eminent Parts 
of Morality, and as it were the 
Sources of al Virtue, without the 


conſtant 


11 22 &5 ya A 1 
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N f N | 
conſtant Practice of which, all the 
other Branches of it muſt decay y, and 
come to nothing ; All may be laid to 
depend on "theſe? Duties. = 

Walk before me (ſays God to be 


ham) and be perfelk; this is evi- 


dently the Way to perfection and 
Rappel this is the way to over- 


come our Sins and our Miſeries, to 


be careful for nothing, to live with as 
little Sollicitude as the Circumſtances 
of this evil World will admit. They 

who know they pleaſe God, muſt 4 


free from innumerable Cares and 


Fears, and real Evils, which they who 


are without God i in the World iſ be 
continually expos d to. They who 
impute all to Chance or Fate, 25 will 
not allow a Moral Government of the _ 
World, converſe in a very dark and 
comfortleſs Scene of Phang. Where 
there is no Interpoſition of Power, 
of Wiſdom, and Juſtice, in Human 


Affairs, there can be no Prayer, no 
Thankſ- 


A 
* 
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always remember, That Prayer cot; 


Tbankfgivit no Hope no 3 | 
Proſpect in. 15 kind, no RI | 
no Puty; this is inverting an 
hinging the whole Order, of Tag 
But as we have the Light, 2 
the Truth before us, all this. Gloom 


muſt be diſſipated, and the Darkneh 


diſappear. Let us therefore preſerve 
in our Minds a continual Senſe of 
the Divine Being and .Governmen, 


aud. 4 5 xill be 3 7 75 neyer 


* & | M. 


all 3 Irill be 2 _—_ 


to us under Diſappointments, and 
Strength in Temptation: : And let 


ſts in . che reel Deſire of che Sm 


whether . it be exprels d in Words, a 


no, and that Words without This ate 
no Prayer, whatſoever the Sound or 
Signification of them „ be. 
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The mutual Relation and Benefit of 
Hope and Patience. 


Rejoicing in Hope, patient in Tribulation. 


PRESS AINT Pauls Manner is, 
BIS after he has diſparch'd the 
principal Bufineſs and Deſign 
of his Epiſtle in a cloſe way 
of Reaſoning, to remind his Corre- 


ire pondents in the Concluſion of his 
or! Letter, of the chief Duties of their 
Calling, of thoſe eſpecially which bore 

ay near Relation to the Circumſtances 
Sl they 
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The Relation and Benefit of 1 


they were in, in a more looſe and f 


together by the Apoſtle into the N.. 


Text are taken from that Part of the 


hold faſt and cheriſh this Hope. 


unconnected way. The Words of tay 


Epiſtle which is not ſtrictly argument. WU - 
tive, and ſo do not demand of us any In. E. 
quiry into their Scope or Connexion, 
but may be conſider d apart by them. 
ſelves, as containing in them a very 
uſeful and important Inſtruction, [ 
ſhall therefore without any further 
Preface inquire, | 


Firſt, Into the Nature of Hope and 
Patience, and ſeeing they are joinel 


lation they may bear to each other. Non 


Secondly, Into the particular Hye 
we are here commanded to rejoice in. 


And Thirdly, 1 ſhall exhort you toll < 
Firſt then, I ſhall inquire into de 
Nature of Hope and Patience. _ 


Hol 


\ 


ol . Ref Pa: wn 


Hope is a chearful — of 
ſome future or diſtant Good; and Pa- 
tience a calm and compoſed enduring 

preſent Evil. By obſerving the 
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8 of things, the Revolutions of = 


Events, we get acquainted with natu- 
al and moral Powers, and by. recol- 
lecting what is paſt, we can reaſon on 


by Analogy . to what is future; and 


ay out a probable Scene in Fururicy 
icher agreeable or difagreeable to us. 
Tis in this manner we furniſh our ſelves 
rich the Materials of Hope and Fear, 
which are ſo many happy Gueſſes or 
onjectures of what may be to come, 
om our Experience of paſt Events. 


as Memory a bare Recollection of 


ings paſt, yielding us no Rule or 

ba whereby to judge of things 
come, it would be a very barren 
nd uſeleſs Faculty. Did Darkneſs 
ole in upon every preſent Moment, 
ur Lives would differ but little from 
boſe of Inſects; we ſhould 80 on 
Vor. E with- 
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162 The Relation and Benefit of 
wichout Choice, Counſel or Defign, 
But by recollecting what is paſt, we 
judge of what may be to come; we 
lay out Schemes of our future Con. 

duct, and hope and fear, upon ſon: 
tolerable degrees of Probability. A 
to Patience, had we not a Power of 
compoſing our ſelves under a prefent 
Calamity, we mult neceſſarily be bom 
down and cruſh'd by the firſt EI 
that ſhould befal us; tis Patience thr M/r 
gives us the Power of conſidering the 
Circumſtances of our Misfortuns rh 
that points out the Remedy, and ſten ie 
us the End of our Suffering, ao | 
kindles a Hope of better things. Wha 
we loſe. Patience, we forego the UW: | 
of all our beſt Powers, we deliver oor: 
"ſelves up to the Evil that invades und 
we cannot judge rightly of wy ting 
preſent or to come, but loſe the Pod ſe 
ſeſſion of our Souls. St. Paul tells oft fe 
that Tribulation worketh Patience, ys 

Patience Experience, and Experia n 


h 


Hope and Patients. 


from one of theſe to the other. In 
another Place he joins Patience and 


the ame Fountain, and muſt increaſe 
or decline together. What is Patience 


ne 
vil uit bout Hope ? And again, I hat room 
ut Mor Hope without Patience? 5 


Our Lives feem- to be almoſt 
tholly taken up in theſe two Exer- 


) mix'd and alloy d, and diſpropor- 
on d to our Appetites, that when we 
er them into our Poſſeſſion, and ſit 
byn to the Enjoyment of them, we 
nd our ſelves cheared by our too 

am Expectations; we mult riſe again 

id ſer Hope ro work, we muſt bear 
if for ſomething future, finding al- 

e, ys that we rejoice more in hes 

beraten we do in Fruition. Again, t 

i Ho | | M 2 5 Evils 


Hope in yet a nearer Alliance, where he 
ſpeaks of the Patience of Hope; theſe 
Twin Powers do evidently ſpring from 


ſes. The Goods of this World are 


b 2 | 


7 „ 
Hope. This is a plain and natural Ac. 
count of the Proceſs of che Mind 
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Eo!u!ils and Calamities of Life are ſo 
many and great, that the Exerciſe of 


ſpent in Hope and Patience, our En. 


any Avocations. 
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Patience is continually neceſſary; and 
if our Pleaſures call in Hope to thei 
Aid, how much more do our Mie. 
ries? ſo that almoſt all our Time i 


joyments giving us but very few i 


Hope is perhaps the moſt aGe 
and indefatigable of all our Power 
tho it brings home little to our En 
joyment but what proves a Deluſion 
yet it is not to be diſcouraged by all in P 
Diſappointments, but will imme , 
ately enter upon ſome new Purlui \ 
Hope will interpoſe in the mo 


gloomy Thoughts, and get above ou 2 
moſt reaſonable Fears; we think | Je 
worth our while to ſuſpend all ou a 
other Powers to attend to this fon 4 


Deluder, and hope even againſt Hop _ 
We know not how to diveſt our ſely 7 
of this aſſiduous Companion; the Ma | 


5 * 


* — 
* * 6 


3 Hope and Patience. 
ment it leaves us we are in danger of 
falling into the moſt comfortleſs Si- 
tuation of all others, Deſparr. _ 
No / ſeeing Hope is of ſuch con- 
ſiderable Uſe to us, in diverting the 
manifold Evils of this Life, and ſup- 
plying the Emptineſs of its few Plea- 
ſures, by ſtarting continually new Ob- 
jets of Delight, and promiſing {till 
better things, and all this, when it 
makes not good thoſe Promiſes, when 
it leads on thro a Train of Diſap- 
pointments, when (as Plato terms it) 
tis only the Dream of a waking Man; 
how much greater muſt its Efficacy 
be, how much more bleſſed its Influ- 
ence, could it be furniſhed with Ob- 
jects whoſe Attainment was certain, 
and whoſe Enjoyment compleat? 


No ſuch is the Hope fer before 


us in the Goſpel ; ſuch is the Hope 
we are here commanded to rejoice in. 
The Characters of it in the Scriptures 
are exceeding ſtrong and ſublime. Ve 
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166 The Relation and Benefit of 
| are called, ſays the Apoſtle, in one 
Hope, in oppoſition to that confuſed 
Variety of Hopes which diſtract the 
Children of this World; this is a 
| Hope which maketh not aſhamed, Where- 

as ih other Hopes end in Diſappoint. 
ment and Confuſion. This Hope is 
call'd an Anchor of the Soul, fure and 
ſtedfaſt: Every other Hope is doubtful 
| and timorous; the beſt laid Scheme 
for the future Goods of this Life, 
may be defeated by many Accidents 
which we our ſelves can foreſee, be- 
fides which, there are many other 
that may break in upon us which we 
eannot ſo much as gueſs at; but this 
is a Hope attended with Confidence 
and Aflurance, becauſe we ſee thro! 
the Means to the End of it; the whole b 
Buſineſs of it lies betwixt God and 

_ aur ſelves, God who camot he, and 
5 
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aur ſelves, who may be true to our 
lelves, if we will: This is 2 Hope full 
of Immortality, full of Glory, in Com- 

= 3 


— 1 all _ Wag 
are narrow and ſhorr-ſ ighted, mean 
Now, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 
St. Paul fays, is our Hope; To have our 
Bodies faſhioned like unzo his glocious 
Body, to partake with him in the 
Inheritance 1 the Saints in Light, 
to live, to reign ꝛogether wich him to 
all Eternity, this is what the Goſpel 
recommends, to Hope; This is expreſly 
declared to be one great Delign of 
Revelation; for, ſays the Apoſtle, whar- 
forever things were written afore: tima, 
were auritten for our Learning, that. ve 
thro Patience and Comfart of the Serip- 
tures. might haue Hope. And again, 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, comparing 
the Law and the Goſpel together, ſays, 
the Law made nothing perfe elt, but the 
ive in of a better Hope did. You 
bee dere, chat the better Hope brought 
in by the Goſpel. is the Thing which 
givcs it ins Preference to the Low, the 
1 —_— ” Thing 
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Thing in which i its greater Perfoin 


conſiſts. 


It remains now, that I et you 


to hold faſt and cheriſh this Hope: 
Hope, as was before obſerved, -is 


the moſt reſolute and indefatigable of 
all our Powers, it will be employed 


ſome Way or other, and it ſollicit 


the Imagination ſo forcibly, that we 


cannot, if we would, be ignorant of 
the Particulars it is exercisd upon; 


we cannot but know, whether we have 


hitherto been engaged only by the 


ſhort and broken Proſpects of this 


Life, whether we have trod round and 


round this narrow Circle of. /Vanity 
and Diſappointment; or whether ve 


have extended our Views and en- 


larged our Proſpect to that important 
Scene of things, which muſt open 
to us in our next Stage of Exiſt- 
ence, and as the Apoſtle expreſſes 


it, laid hold on the Hope ſet before 
us in the Goſpel. Theſe, I fay, are 


things 


EN N Panic. 


norant of. t - 


Immortality and Glory, and placed 


ere inthis World only to prepare our 
{ Milves for a better, ſo our own inter- 
a Nature and the Circumſtances of 
l things without us, are continually | 
e Wzgcſting to us that better State, 1 
re cannot without ſome very unna- 


ich our n is deeply con- 


erned are not 


en, tho; they are future, they will be 
reſent with us; and 1 


nderſtandings; ſo that we may not 


Gueſtion, vix. Whether we have ad- 


not, 


But finnkibs]/ as 'we are Niven 4 for 


ural Induſtry ſuppreſs our Longing 
ter Immortality. The things in 


ard to be diſcovered; 
is hard indeed not to diſcover them; 
0 they are inviſible they are cleatly 


l our Care to exclude them, they will 
vice their Entrance, and impreſs our 


things we cannot, if we would, be i is : 


\ 


nly readily anſwer our ſelves the firſt 
nitted the * of the Goſpel or 
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nat, but we muſt further know, tha m 
if we have not admitted it, we hays 
taken pains to exclude it. 
I bhall addreſs the firſt Part of my 
Exhortation to thoſe who may be un- 
der theſe Circumſtances. 
Experience ſhows us that Men my 
become induſtrious to ſilence ther hm: 
| Reaſon and extinguiſh Reflection, and tha 
that, in Particulars by themſelves ai 
knowledged to be of the utmoſt Im- in 
portance ; inſomuch that they ſhall be Me 
inraged at others for preſſing the 
ungrateful Truths upon them; na 
i. be diflatisfied with rhenelve ii 
when they are by their own Mind, 
in a kind of inveluntary way, ſag . 
"gp to them. How unnatural mullſWhi 
the State of ſuch Men be in the 
ers muſt be diſallowed, all ſerious Re 
fleckion ſuſpended, and the Sea 
of their Happineſs be laid in Dail ee 
neſs and Thoughtleſna : In ft 


manner muſt the Houle of ſuch Men 


<> > 


that is worthy and perſective of our 
Natures, and garniſhed with Darkneſs 
zd the Deeds of it, a faſbiangble 


and elegant Furniture 


5” — 


may for a Seaſon amuſe ſuch Men, 


nd Plenty they may ſupport ſame 
ind and degree of Happineſs; yet 
re all know, that Health and Plenty 
ne uncertain things; Diſeaſes will in- 


3 Y a 5 = 


20 ill produce Pain; we know that they 
ve in theraſeives a Tendency to de- 
ug 
N , 
of 


on; and at laſt Death muſt ap- 
tach us, and place us upon the 
e erge of both Warlds, and in ſpite 
en us, exhibit to us the cloſing of the 
aul reſent Scene, and the opening of that 
ſucphich will be Eternal, and force us 


nan 1 


be ſwept. and garniſhed, ſwept of all 


Be it allowed that bodily Pleaſures 
that eſpecially during a State of Health 


ade us, and our Pleaſures themſelves 
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roy the very Health and Plenty 
hich are their Source and Founda- 
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be the Judge of Quick and Dead 


extreme Oppoſition. Theſe are ii 


inherit the Kingdom prepared for the 


Pleaſures, and forward upon our a5. 2 
proaching Suffering, with the utmiot ir 


Anguiqh and Confuſion. ... i 


Further, be it allowed that we 6 v 
not at preſent certainly know the Suri q 


of departed Souls, what their Con- I a 


dition will be, either before or af 5, 


they are re-united to a Body of a veil i 


different Nature from what we noy k. 
inhabit. Allowing this, I ſay, yet i F 


is very clear to us (indeed nothing i a 


more ſo) that He who came dom 
from Heaven to teach Men heaven) 
Things, that is, the very State of dt. 
parted Souls, He who is appointed t 


has actually repreſented their Condi 
tion under Characters of the mol 


to be carried by Angels into Alu. 
hams Boſom, to enter into the Je 
of their Lord, to 8 into Life eternal, c 


| befor 


_ a Tia. > I 
before the Foundation of the World, 


to be crown'd with Glory, Honour, 
and Immortality The other to be caſt 


into Hell, into eternal Torments with 
the Devil and his Angels, where the 
Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not 
quenched. Whilſt zheſe praiſe God 


and ſay, Glory and Honour, and Praiſe 


be unto our God for ever and ever; 
the other call out upon the Rocks to 
fall on them and hide them from the 
Face of him that ſitteth on the Throne, 
and from the Wrath of the Lamb. 
Our own Reaſon will confirm to us 
the Truth of theſe Revelations, there 
muſt be a time when Virtue ſhall be 


rewarded and Vice puniſhed; and 
the ſtrong Light the Scriptures repre- 
ſent theſe things in, has in it the 
greateſt moral Efficacy, poſlible, and 
muſt move the Hopes and Fears of 


every Man, that is not very induſtri- 
ous to ſhut his Eyes and harden his 
Heart again it. „ Ae 
| The 
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3 194 The Relation and Benefit of 
The monſtrous Folly of thoſe Men 
who make it their Buſineſs to exclud 
all Hope and Fear of their future Con. 
dition, muſt abundantly appear; tha 
they are treaſuring up Wrath againſt 
the Day of Wrath, and take mo 
Pains to be eternally miſerable, tha 
others do to be eternally happy. 
| | There are another fore of Men, why 
un into the contrary Extreme; who 
do indeed frequently and with great 
Satisfaction entertain themſelves with 
the Hopes of future Happineſs, but 
at the lame time they uſe not the r 
Means which are abſolutely neceſſary P. 
ro obtain ir; and fo their Hope 1 
merely — and their final {MW 5 
Condition no better than theirs who Ml 7 
exclude all Care and Concern about r 
ir. Our Lord repreſents the Wicked az f 
l 
| 


hoping and vindicating themſelves 

| even after their final Sentence is paſt 
upon them; they fay unto him, V hen 
1 ſaw we thee an hungred or a-thirff, y 


nated, Of fick, or in Priſon, and fl 
wr miniſter wnto rhee © Nothing could 
be more roper- than this: Repreſe AY 
tion of the Behaviour of wicked Men 
at the laſt, eo rouze us up to Dili- 
gence, and a ſtrict Examination into 
Hope; Many, you ſee, will perſevere 


Let every one therefore that hopes, 
fear alſo that he is not of this 
Nam 8 
Faith, Hope and Cha- 


Now abideth 


produce Hope, and of Hope to be- 
get in us Charity; The Hope which 
is not preceded by a rational and well- 


rity, has no good Cauſe, and can 
produce ' no good Effet, He that 


purifierh himſelf even as he is pure. The 
Hope that does not parify our Na- 


Hope 


* 


riry. Tis the Buſineſs of Faith do 


grounded Faith, and follow d by Cha- 


tures, and reform our Manners, is the 
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in a falſe Confidence, even to the laſt. 


hath this Hope in him, ſays the Apoſtle, 
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fail; it is idle and trifling, and as much 


| the: Work of à fond, à dreaming 


Imagination, as any worldly - Hope 
can. But the Hope which has Faith 
for its Cauſe, and Charity for its Ef. 

fe, is an Anchor of the Soul, (ur 
and ſtedfaſt. We need not wonder 
that we are ſaid even to be ſaved by 
this Hope; for by it we Jay hold of 
the precious Promiſes of God, by it 
we extract Motive and Efficacy from 
them, and gain a Power from thing 
future and inviſible, ſuperior to the 
immediate impreſſions of things pre- 

ſent and ſenſible. This Hope is as it 
were, the active Spy, which ve 
ſend forth from the Wilderneſs of 
this World to the heavenly. Canaan, 
Which brings us back the good Re- 
ort of the Country, and gives us 2 
\ Taſte of thoſe Fruits with which it 
overflows. It carries us thro' the Difh- 
- culties and Dangers of the howling 


Wil 


Hope and Patience. © 


Sport of every Temptation: What ſuf- 
ficient Balance have we againſt the 
Pleaſures and Evils of this Life > what 
Encouragement to perſevere in Virtue 
perſecuted and afflicted? But where 
this Hope is at hand, it ſurmounts all 
Difficulties, and overcomes. the World. 
Whoſoever therefore finds this Hope 
thus efficacious upon all Occaſions, 
hat can apply it with Readineſs” and 
Dexterity when Temptations ariſe, 
hat Man has laid his Foundation up- 


1 but if we do not experience theſe Ef- 
r ects from it, we are in the Number 
Hof Hypocrites; we fight without our 
gi Armour, and have not as yet put on 
] 


this Helmer of Salvation. Enough 
. muſt have been ſaid to thoſe, whoſe 


Hope is laid up in Heaven, to induce 


on a Rock which can never be ſhaken; 


ri them to examine ſtrictly and ſeriouſly 
a — - 
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Wilderneſs and emboldens the Armies 

of Iſrael under the greateſt Terrors. 
Without this Hope we become the 


| x78 De Relation and Benefit of 
into tho Grounds and Reaſons ef fff - 
e,, *-; * 


here are a third Sort of Men yet ; 
behind; thoſe.  mpgan who have upon 5 
good grounds laid hold on the Hope t. 
jet before them in the Goſpek Hoy 
happy are theſe Men, under all; even i u 


the worſt of Circumſtances? They 
have a Joy ſet before them, which en- 
ables them to endure the Croſs and 
deſpiſe the Shame. The more unwor- 
thy things they ſuffer, the greater ſill 
is their Aſſurance of Reward: here 
after; thoſe very things which are-moſt 
orievous to other Men, nay, even Death 
it (elf, the great King of Terrors, isa 
welcome Meſſenger, a Meſſenger of [oy 
and Happineſs to theſe. Theſe Mien can 
ſooner admit any Contradiction or 
Abſurdity whatſoever, than once ſup- 
pole it poſſible that God ſhould fail ¶ tu 
them who ſeek him diligently in Faith I th, 
and good Works, and place their I pr 
whole Truſt and Confidence in him. 
55 . I beſe 


Theſe Men howevet - otrght” to be | 
put in mind of the great Difficul- 
ry, if they ſhould fall away, of their 
being renewed again unto Repen= 
tance. 56 
Upon the whole, you ſee the great 
uſe of Hope to us in this Life, that 
we muſt be always hoping for ſome- 
thing or other; You ſee how excel- 
[ently the Goſpel has provided for 
our Hope; you ſee the Efficacy of 
u this Hope, to carry us through the 
e pleaſures and Miſeries of this World; 
you ſee the infallible Certainty of 
ch its Reward where it is real and well- 
grounded; you fee the great Dan- 
ger of admitting falſe Hopes, and 
an building on deceitful Foundations; 
or You ſee the great Importance of theſe 
p. things both to our preſent and fu- 
ture Happineſs: Let us therefore for 
ith the future cheriſh continually and im- 
el I prove this Hope. And may the God 
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of the Holy Ghoſt. 
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of Hope fill you with all Joy and 


believing, that you may a- 
5 4 Hope through the Power 


DISCO U RSE N. 
The Bleſſedneſs of bearing our own 
| Burdens, 


Ja MES v. 1 "= LY 
Behold ! wwe count them happy which. 
3 5 


advanced as a Truth, or 
preſſed upon us as a Duty, 

which ſeems repugnant to 
our Reaſon, we have a natural Right 
to make our Inquirics and propoſe our 
Difficulties ---- . The Proud and Petu- 


zz HEN we hear any thing 


ant would, at firſt hearing, condemn 
the thing for a Falſhood, and evil. 
" 0% intreat 


intregx the — ws it, vita: 
any Trial or Examination. But 
every reaſonable Man, every one who 
has been uſed to Doubting and Search- 
ing after Truth, will be ſo far from 
being diſpleaſed at a Propoſition which 
ſeems contrary to his way of thinking, 
ſo far from being proyok'd at the Per- 
ſon who aſſerts it, that he will em- 
| brace the Occaſion, and enter into 
the Debate with Pleaſure and Satisfac- 
tion, If the- Matter, ar laſt, proves a 
Falſhood, he has an Opportunity of 
convincing his Brother; if a Truth, 
of informing himſelf. They only, 
who take up their Opinions without 
Reaſoning, are Enemies to it. They 
defend themſelves by Power, and Pal 
fion, and Clamour, Methods, which 


no Man that has Reaſon at hand, can 


make uſe of, 

The Words of St. James which | 
juſt now read to. you, are plainly 
contrary to the common Sentiment, 

3 | Expe- 


. I ty 


— 
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EN and Practice of Mankind, 
Behold ! ſays he, with an eſpecial Em- 
phaſi 18, We count them happy -whith en- 
die, which are in Miſery; this looks 
like an inverting, a deſtroying. the ve- 
ry Uſe of Words. He gives its the In- 
ſtante of Fob in the Verſe of my Text. 
But, alas! who is thete that — 
not think Job much happier, when 
his Subſtance was ſeven thouſand 
Sheep, and three thouſand Camels, 
and five thouſand Yoke of Oxen, and 
five hundred S$he-Aſſes, and 4 very 
great Houſhold, ſo chat he was the 


greateſt of all * Men of the Eaſt; 


when he was feaſting with his flow 


Sons and three Daughters, and mak- 


ing then partake in his Proſperity and 
Grandeur; "who as he ſays, the Toung 
Men ſaw bim, and hid themſelves; and 
the Aged aroſt and flood p. The Princes 
5 talking, and laid their Hand 

their Aſouth; the Nobles held their 
pave, and the Tongue cleaved to the 


ms HY 
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The Bleſſedneſs of bearing 
Roof of their Mouth; when the Ear 
beard him it bleſſed him, and when th 


Eye ſaw him it gave witneſs unto him; 


who, I fay, would not think 700 
much happier in this State of Plenty 


and Proſperity, Reſpect and Eſteem, 
than when he was deprived of all his 
Kiches, and his Children were taken 


from him ; when he was, moreover, 
ſmote with ſore Boils, from the Sole 
of his Foot unto his Crown, and he 
took him a Porſheard to ſcrape himſelf 


wichal, and fate down among the 


Aſhes. When beſides his Poverty and 
Sickneſs, he became the Contempt 


. . 


and Mockery. of his Friends and 


Neighbours. When, as he complains, 


they that were younger than he, had 
him in Derifion, whoſe Fathers he 


would have diſdain'd to have ſet with 


the Dogs of his Flock. When he 


became the Song of Fools that were 
viler than the Earth; they abhorred 
him, they fled from him, they ſpared 


not 
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„not to ſpit in his Face, they ' marred 


i850 


„ his Path, and ſet forward his Cala- 


þ Hbreaking in of Waters. Who, I fay, 


7 Myould think this a Change for the 


„better? or that theſe were Circum- 
is MWſances to be more happy in, than 
n thoſe before deſcribed > Seeing then 
r, Mite Matter before us, is vlaink 

le Nrary to the common Sentiments of 
e Mankind, we may be allowed to put 


if Wiicle following Queſtions. 


1 Pirft, Who are they | that count 5 
a noſe Happy which endure 7 
d Secondly, What ſort of enduring is 
a t which they count them happy in:? 
| | . 0 


1 Whar fort of Happineſs ir 
h I which this enduring yields them? 


To theſe Queſtions I ſhall endea- 
jour to give a ſeveral and diſtinct 


— 


mity, and came upon him as a wide 


y con- 


Anſwer, in behalf of St. James and 
lis Doctrine, and to clear the Truth 
1 | from 
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pretend to any Exemption from ay 


fortunes, of Shame and Reproac 
as other Men have. But the Particul: 


viction of a future State of Exiſtence 


Vice and Wickednels, without af 


Dye Bleſſedweſs of bearing 
from : thoſe ſtrange Difficulties, i re 
ſeems, at the firſt Propoſal to be 10 bl 
cumbred wit n. th 

Figft then, as to the: Parka whs vr 


. this ſtrange Doctrine. They con T. 


fels themſelves to be Men of like pf 
ſions with us, they have ho Privilege tre 
above che , Rank of Men, na q 

1 


Frailty or Infirmity common to hu: 
man — They boaſt not of bf 
Stoical inſenſibility, but acknowledge 


that they have the ſame uneaſy Perce 
tions of Sickneſs, of Los, of MI 


in which they differ from other Men 
and which is indeed the principe 


Ground of this odd Aﬀertiort of their 
is 2 certain ſtromg and lively Con 


and that in that State every Degra 
of Virtue will be rewarded, and al 


 reſpe 


ble Puniſhment. Tis very certain that 


there are innumerable Perſons who 


pretend to believe the fore-mentioned 
Truths, and make daily Profeſſion of 
ſuch Belief, and who would be ex- 


tremely provoked, ſhould any one 
ueſtion the Sincerity of their Profeſ- 


boo, who nevertheleſs would be in 


5 danger of making many ſinful Com- 


pliances, rather than fall into ſuch 


ll Suffcrings,' and are as uneaſy as poſ- 


ible, under thoſe lefler Calamities 


which befal them. Theſe are none 
of the Perſons we ſpeak of; whoſe 


Convictions of a future Styte are fo 


cn krong and lively, that they become a 


Principle of Action, and overbear the | 
WF Power and Influence of the things of 


this Life. 
Having thus far deſcribed to you 


: Ml the Perſons, and ſhewn you, that they 


differ not from other Men, only in 


ſome certain Perſuaſions, or rather in 


the 


reſpect of Perſons meet with a ſuita 
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150 


let what was before ſaid concerning 


mean by enduring? For perhaps i 


counter ſome Evils in this Life; and 


Hearts Deſire. 


for ſuch ſort of _— as his was, 


De Bleſſedneſs of bearing 

the Force and Vigour of thoſe Perſua 
ſions ; let us go on and ſatisfy the {. 
cond Queſtion, which is, What they 


may be ſome little inconſiderable 
Thing, which may not be very in 
conſiſtent with Happineſs ; as we muſt . 
all, the moſt proſperous of us, en- 


though we cannot think that any ſon 
of enduring, can, as ſuch, add to our 
Happineſs, yer we may, with them, 
count ſuch happy who endure, if their 
Sufferings be very inconſiderable, and 
in all other reſpects they have their 


In Anſwer to this Queſtion then, 
Job, be call'd back to Remembrance; 


is here meant; than which, we can 
ſcarce conceive any greater. But the jor 
Apoſtle explains himſelf by other In- 
ſtances and Examples. Take, ſays he, & 

Y my 


_ ' our 0wn Burdent. 


mn Example of ſuffering Affition, and 


+ (Patience: Of whom I need give you 
bel other Account, than what we find 
in. In Heb. xi. 3 5. ſome of whom were 


tured, not accepting Deliverance, that 


thers had Trials of cruel Mockings and 
Impriſonments, &c. Ws? 

Our Lord takes frequent Occaſions 
f forewarning his Followers of the 


o, telling them the Neceſſity of for- 
ling all, even Life itſelf, for his 
te ; that they ould be delivered up, 
nd killed, and hated of all Nations, 
ow his Name's Sale; and that they 


25 -4 3 . . ; 
an ley did God. good Service therein. In 
the Wore; being acquainted with the Life 


nd Death of | jeſus Chriſt, we need 
o other Deſcription of the Enduring 
here 


14.0”) Brethr en, the Prophets, who babe 
polen in the Name of the Lord, for 


they might obtain a better Reſurreftion. 


courgings ; yea moreover of Bonds and 


15 = 


ate of Suffering they ſhould fall in- 


ho thus treated them, ſhould think 
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to be above his Maſter, twas e 
for him to be as his Maſter, Her 
Al ̃nto are ye called, ſays St. Peter, 1 pet. 
ü. 21. becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered 


ſhould follow his Steps. © 


what ſors of Happineſs theſe Perſons 


can extract from Circumſtances alway 


The Bleſcdugſs of bearing 
here meant. For the Diſciple was wy 


us, leaving us an Example, that v 


Theſe, you will ſay, are very ftrany 
Circumftances to be happy in; and 
we would fain be reſolved in ou 
Third Queſtion, and know hw 


thought and experienced to be mol | 
| afflicting and gf 1eyous tO Human Ns | 

ture. ; 
Me count them happy which endure 
my Brethren, lays the lame St. James 


verſe Temptations : And again, Bleſſe 
ir the Man that endureth Tempratin 
St. Peter lays, If ye be reproached fi 
the Name of Chriſt, happy are ye. And 
our Lord pronounces thoſe my N 
= 


ho no 


* 24 


ule, He bids them rejoice, and be 
aceeding glad: © From: theſe Expref 
mon and eſtabliſ'd Opinion, Thar 


s 


heſe were not haſty. and inconſide- 
ingle Perſon, but the Judgment of 
kr, That it was no mean or ordinary 


nded to, for that would ill comport 
ith. ſuch ſtrong Expreſſions as: theſe, 
pb rejoicing and being exceeding glad in 
dem they fell into the. 
Let: us then, come a little nearer, 
d inquire into the Nature of this 
bange Happineſs: 5 os 


ly which endure,” they frankly ac- 
knowledge, that no Afton is for the 


wards, 


who were perſecuted ſor Rightconftteſs 


hey. were: happy which; endured; that 
ſate- Words, nor the Aſſertion of - 
me and: all; And we may further in- 


Yegree- of Happineſs which they pre- 


Whilſt tkheſe Men, then, count them 
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4 ſent. joyous, but grie vous; but - after- El 


1 | 
wards, ſay they, it yields us the peact. v 


ferings, like thoſe of Jeſus, producing 


a Virtue. that has ſome Reſemblance 


but rejoice, and be exceeding glad, in 
add to This, the Hope that follow; 


State, and a 6 N Judgment, gren 
ſtill more lively and vigorous; being 


” ihe Bleſſedneſs of bearing _ 


able Fruits of Righteouſneſs. Their I. 
Tribulations wrought Patience, their pa. u 
tience Experience, and their Experiencl C 
Hope. They always bore about in the a 


Body, the Dying of the Lord Jeſa i 7 
that the Life alſo of Feſus might bi v 


made manifeſt in their mortal Fleſh. Sul. o 


of his, from which his Peace muſt be 
inſeparable. Men who found this Ef. 
fect from their Sufferings, could no 


ſuch an Experience. But when we to 
when their Convictions of a fuur 
aſſured that the more unworthy things 


they ſuffer d here, the greater 2 
their Meaſures of Glory and Happi 


nels be hereafter; no wonder they could ex 
ſabmit to thoſe Evils with Alacrity ] th 
as an 


eur oum Auen, . 
ae. which other Men avoid with all their 


heir Induſtry. No wonder that they, to 
Pa. whom it was given, in the Behalf of 
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el Chriſt, not only to believe on him, but 


g alſo 10 ſuffer for his S ale, were in no- 


ſa thing terrify d by their Adverſaries; 


Ll which to Them was an evident Token 


of. of Perdition, but to Theſe of Salva- 
1 tion, and that of God. No wonder 


freſſes and Perſecutions, when in all 


querors; when they yielded them an 
hundred fold i in this le and inſur d 


werlaſting. Twas the Toy that was 


him to endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe. the 
Shame, Rejoice, ſays St. Peter, inaſ- 
nuch as ye are . Partakers of the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt, that when his oo ſhall 
be revealed, ye may be glad al _ 
exceeding Foy. A future Prof _ in 


uic 


JP! 


ulc 
ity 


that they gloried in Tribulations, in Di- 


theſe things they were more than Con- 


to them in the World to come, a Life 


ſet before our Lord, which enabled 


this Life, will animate our Th 
lich | Vor. II. O and | 


— 


N ; * 
j 
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many Labours and great Difficulties, 


De Bleſſedneſs of bearing 
and quicken our Induftry, and pro- 

g our Patience, and carry us thro 
no wonder then, that a lively Senſe 
of Eternal Rewards, with ſome Eat- 
neſt alſo of that Inheritance paid down 
in Hand, ſhould ſweeten the Toils of 


Virtue, and arm us with Patience and 


Fortitude; and even find a Bleſſed; 
in thoſe Afflictions, by which our 
Faith is ſtrengthened, and every Grace. 
improved; that it ſhould find Meat 
in the Eater, and Sweetneſs in the De. 
ftrojer ; a Riddle to the Philiſtins. 
We ſee then, who the Perſons ate 
who count them happy which endure; 
what Enduring they mean ; and what 
ſort of Happineſs they extract from it. 
In all which, how ſtrange ſoever the 


Aͤſſertion might appear to the firſt 


Thought, there is nothing but what 
is not only clear, intelligible, and 
conſiſtent, but you ſee a Truth, 2 
Piece of Divine Philoſophy of the ut- 


moſt 


* 
— 


cu own Burdens, 
moſt Uſe and Importance to Man- 
kind; who live in a World abound- 
ing with Croſſes and Diſappointments, 
with various Miſeries and Calamities, 
and which is alſo introductory to a- 
nother, and diſpos d in every Parti- 
cular to ſubſerve the Intereſts of it. 
Now, I ſay, no Doctrine can be of 
greater Uſe and Importance to us, than 
that, which thus teaches us to im- 
prove the very Evils and Miſeries of 
this Life; to overcome the World, 
and its ſevereſt Trials; to extract Plea- 
ure from Pain, Honour from Re- 
proaches, and Peace from Perſecu- 
r.. . 

This Doctrine I thought, above all 
others, the moſt ſeaſonable at this 


Time, and in this Place, where every 


Heart of every Order and Degree of 
Men amongſt us, muſt neceſſarily be 
full of Trouble under our late com- 
mon Loſs. Who is there among us 
that has not ſhared, either the Friend- 
8 1 ca 
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ſhip and Fayour, or the Munificence WP" 


and Generoſity, or the Hoſpitality Gr 
and Charity of our late moſt excel. I 


lent Prelate*. And we ſeem now to be e 


as a Family deprived of its Maſter, 2 tha 


Children who have loſt a tender pz. Ws 


Refinement to Humanity, which im 


rent, comfortleſs Orphans! It vey Fay 
rarely happens, that ſo great an Abi. hat 
lity to do good, ſo' ſtrong an Incl. I 
nation, and fo clear a judgment to wh 
direct them, do meet together in ore 


Perſon. ; the 


If we conſider him barely as 4 Ma, par 


under thoſe Relations which are com- be 


mon to the whole Species; aud 
ſearch the World around us, we. ſal 
not be able to find in any Perſon 2 
more ſtrict Juſtice, a more exact Ve. 
racity, or a greater Benevolence and 
Compaſſion ; cleaner Hands, or 2 
more tender Heart. N 

If we conſider him further 46 
Gent leman, a Character which adds: 


Dr. Waddington. Pr OVCS 


Si 


our own Burdens. 


Gracefulneſs, and imparts a Delicacy 
to Actions, we ſhall find him here 


moſt ſtudious to avoid every thing 
that might be offenſive; ſo happy in 
his Addreſs and Manner, that every 
Favour he beſtowed was doubly in- 


hanced by it; every Refuſal became 


an Obligation, and every Reproof, 


which was extorted from him, ſo mi- 


tgated and ſoftned, that it melted 


the Heart of the Offender, and pre- 


=” „ 
| proves the Manner, 0 and 5 raiſes the 8 


rared it for the moſt effectual im- 


preſſions. I need ſay no more on 
his Head, than that his Table was 


nowded, and his Friendſhip ſought, 


by Perſons of the molt refined Taſte, 
and of the higheſt Rank and Quality, 


and that he has left behind him in 


the Palace, a very expenſive, a very 
elegant and laſting Monument, of his 


excelling in this Character. 


If we conſider him as aChriftian, a 


J Character, which raiſes our Ideas and en- 
„ 
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larges out Expectations, we ſhall ſcarce iſ 
find it better filled in any Age, than i |: 
it was by him in this, confeſſedly, very I 
corrupt and degenerate one. He v 
a burning and ſhining Light in the mill ! 
of a crooked and perverſe Generatim, iſ | 
Burning inwardly, and ſhining out- a 
wardly. His Piety was unaffected, his 
Faith unfeigned, not dead, bur fruit- < 
ful of good Works; His Hope full of ! 
Aſſurance, well-grounded, held faſt, MW \ 
and improved even unto the Eu; t 
His Charity unbounded and univer-W v 
fal; ſwallowing up and ſuperſeding MW 4 
private Friendſhips; the whole Race b 
of Mankind were his Neighbour; I p 
and they who did the Will of hs v 
Father which is in Heaven, the ſame 
were his Brother and Siſter and Mo- F 
_ I EE ap re on 2 
If we conſider him as a Proteſtant G 
Chriſtian, who could have a juſter > 
| Senſe of our happy Reformation, or tl 
a greater Dread of the Return off h. 


Popiſh 


Popiſh Tyranny, Superſtition, and Ido- 
latry, or a more ſincere and zealous 
Attachment to the Proteſtant Succeſ- 


ſion in the moſt illuſtrious Houſe of 


Hanover, the great Bulwark both of our 
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Natural, Civil, and Religious Rights 


and Liberties. | 


Laſtiy, Let us view him in his high- - 


eſt Station and Character, as a Chriftian 
Biſhop. To ay, that he was not given to 


Wine, was no Striker, not greedy of fil- 
thy Lucre, not a Brawler, not covetous, 
would be a very mean and low Repre- 
ſentation of him. He was vigilant, ſo- 
ber, of good Behaviour, given to Hol- 


pitality, apt to teach, one that rul'd 


well his own Houſe, and took care 
of the Church of God, the ſpiritual 
Family committed to his Truſt, hav- 
ing his Children in Subjection, with all 


Gravity. I cannot but take eſpecial 


Notice of two Particulars _—_ to 
this Part of his Character. The firſt; 


O 4 _ == 


4 
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| Youth, and adapting himſelf to the 
As he executed this Work with grear 


run with Briars and Thorns, it is often 


of it; after-Inſtructions are choaked 


his great Zeal for the Lord's Houſe. 
God 


ful Fortune, and given him a prudent 


his great Induſtry in inſtrufting the | 


tendereſt Age, and meaneſt Capacity, 


Pains and Diligence, ſo did he alſo 
ſingle it out with good Judgment. 
Early Impreſſions are known to be 
laſting. When the Field is once over- 


too late to attempt the Cultivation 


and fruitleſs; he knew the molt ef. 
fectual Way to do Good was to begin 
ſoon, before the Mind is prepoſſeſſed 
and tainted. He finiſhed his Cateche- 
tical Lectures the Sunday before he fi- 
niſhed his Courſe, a Circumſtance he 
thought remarkable, and which gave 
him no ordinary Comfort in his laſt 
Sickneſs. The other Particular was, 


had bleſſed him with a plenti- 


and generous Heart to diſpoſe of it. 
— 9 


He may juſtly be ſaid in general not 


; * 4 


o be born for himſelf, or to have liv'd 


o himſelf, But his religious Bounty 
was moſt remarkable and extraordi- 


nary; He was barely a Steward of his 


Church Revenues for the Benefic of 
he Church; and could we know as 


much of: his private Charities as we 


do of his publick, and had he lived 


o have accompliſhed his Deſign of 


zugmenting the poor Vicarages of his 


Dioceſe, thoſe eſpecially of the Bi- 
hop's Patronage, it is highly probable 


He would have been impoveriſhed by 


lis Promotion. He would not offer 
into the Lord of that which: coſt 


tim nothing, but was a King and 


Prieſt unto God. Upon the whole, 


ve may ſafely affirm, that Juſtice and 


Mercy, Complaiſance and Sincerity, 
Generoſity and Oeconomy, Piety and 
Power, never reſided together in one 
Perſon in a ſweeter Harmony. 


De 5 if — 8 
e he now ſpeak to us, he 
rid with his uſual Tendernds, {> 
to us in our Lord's Words, Wee 
not for me, ye- Sons and Daughters ; 


| Jeruſalem, but weep for yur Nen. md 
for your Children. 

But 1 fear, that in cis hor and 
very imperfect Recit Cha. 
! this Good Man, I have 
made thoſe Wounds to bleed a-freſh, 
which it was my Intention to col 
up and heal. Let us therefore recol- 
lect the Doctrine of my Text; let u 
make this great and affecting Lok, an 
Exerciſe and Improvemenc of our 
Patience and Reſignation, of out 
Faith and Hope; ſo ſhall we extract 
from it che peaceable Fruits of Righ- 
teouſneſs. Let us reverence his Me- 
mory, and follow his Example, and 


copy his Virtues, that where he is, b 
chere we may be alſo; where all Tears] © 
ſhall be wiped away from our Eyes, *| 
and there ſhall be no Sorrow nor any b 
more Pain. es  DIsS- 


DISCOURSE Xi 


The Duty 2510 Advantage af biacingy 
1 one er 8 Burdens. ot 


GAL. vi. 2. | 


Bear ye one a s Burdens, and. _ 
— folfil the Law of Cone. 


55 1 7 T is implied in 1hels Words 
chat every Man has his Bur- 
dens; and it may be thought 
' fafficient for every one to 
is, bear his own: and an Injunction up- 
on Creatures, every one of whom are 
es; already weary and heavy laden, to 


ny bear not only their. own, but . 
Mens 


Men's Burdens too, ſeems to carry in 
it, a great deal of Hardſhip and Se- 
verity : It looks more like the arbi- 
trary Law of a cruel Tyrant, than the 
kind Direction of a tender and com- 
paſſionate Governo. 

But as we are in general aſſured, 
that the Law of Chriſt, is a Lay 
of Love; that he came into the 
World not to deſtroy, but to ſave, 
not to add to the Miſeries of Man- 
kind, but to inlarge their Happinels, 
both in this World and the next, and 
that he even laid down his Life for 
this 419: youth ſo we need not be diſ- 
couraged in our Inquiries into the 
Meaning of any of his Precepts; ſee- 
ing if we hic upon a right Inter- 
pretation of them, we are ſecure of 
finding ſomething very uſeful and ad- 
vantageous to us. Every Interpreta- 
tion of every Law of Chriſt, which 


is not evidently promotive of the Per- 


fection and Happineſs of Mankind, 
muſt be a falſe Interpretation. As 


The Duty of bearing y . 


one another s Burdens. 


As to the Particular before us; It 


js evident enough that Mankind are 
aden with many Burdens, many na- 
mural Infirmities, many acquir d Weak- 
neſſes, many neceſſary Wants, many 
artificial ones. Our Reaſon is weak, 
and our Paſſions are ſtrong; our Bo- 
dies infirm, and expos d to a Multi- 
tude of Pains and Diſeaſes; our very 
Pleaſures are ſo deceitful, that they 
xe commonly our greateſt Plagues. 


Bur there is no need to enlarge upon 


the Miſeries of Mankind, which we 
all feel within our ſelves, and know 
to be common to our whole Species. 


The great Queſtion now before us is, 


Whether it be fit for Creatures, thus 


conſtituted, and thus expoſed, to bear 


one another's Burdens; for Us who 


have ſo many Wants of our own to 


provide for, ſo many Difficulties to 
encounter, who have ſo many En- 


gagements already upon our hands, to 


enter farther into che Concerns of 


- 
* 


Others, 
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Die Duty of bearing 
Others, and load our ſelves with their 
Burdens, and make their Labours, 


their Calamities and Sorrows, our 
on. | 157 


Now, in order to reſolve this Queſ- 
tion, let us ſuppoſe, that Mankind 
liv'd a-part by themſelves, abſolutely 
diſengaged from each other, and 


that every one's whole Care and Con- 


cern center'd entirely in himſelf; that 
all avoided each other, that all fort 
of Converſation, Commerce and mu- 
tual Communication was ſunk, and 
that every one took upon himſelf 
wholly to provide for himſelf, with: 


out any kind of Regard to any other 


Perſon or thing whatſoever. 
What the State and Condition of 
Mankind would in this Caſe be, wle. 


ther their Burdens would be leſſened 


himſelf, and cloath himſelf, and pro- 


or increaſed, is not at all difficult to 


conceive or determine. | 
Where every one muſt build for 


vide 


W 


vide for the Suſtenance of his Body, 


or his Health and Pleaſure, the Pro- 


ſiion would be very coarſe, and mean, 


ind ſcanty; here could be no Magni- 


ficence, no Eleganc 


fort, and rot within their Huts with - 
out any other Burying- place. All Lan- 


guage would become uſeleſs, and of 


Courſe ceaſe, nay, and the whole 
Race of Mankind muſt ceaſe alſo, 


hey could be Creatures only of 
me Age; for in ſuch State there 


ould be no Continuation of the Spe- 
des, the very Suppoſition of which 


mplies a little Community, a com- 


non Intereſt, and ſocial Virtue. 


If we ſhould ſuppoſe further, that 


not only all ſocial Intercourſe was ſuſ- 
pended, but that all the vindictive 
Mons of human Nature were let 


boſe, diſcharg'd of all their Reſtraints, 


9 


e, No Variety; the i ; 
dick, the Weak, and the Aged muſt 
anguiſh and pine away by themſelves, 
nd ſtarve without any Relief or Com- 


20 
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without any Regard to the Happineſs 


which never was, and never will be 


very clearly in their Extremes, whic| 


the Actention of the careleſs and neg 
li ent, and to overcome Prejudice anc 

Obſtinacy. And if an abſolute Dil Fac 
regard of other Mens Burdens woul 
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( Suppoſition which is inſeparablel] f 


from the foregoing ; for where a com- o 
mon Intereſt does not make us Friends i k: 


| ſeparate and oppoſite Intereſts: will a. b 


ſuredly make us Enemies) did every af 
one purſue his own Pleaſure, not only 


of others, but alſo, without any Re 
gard to the Miſeries and Cruelties he 
inflicted on them; this would ope 
ſuch a Scene, as we could not endure 
ſo much as the Deſcription of. 
The mere Imagination of a Stat 


may be thought entirely uſeleſs; bu 
let us conſider that we ſee thoſe thing 


we take lictle or no Notice of in thei 
lower Degrees; Things muſt be drawt 
in very ſtrong Colourings to awake 


ons another's Burdens. 
ſo evidently and flagrantly increaſe our 
own, would deſtroy not only every 
kind of Happineſs we are capable of, 


but our very Being itſelf, we may be 


aſured, thar every Approach, every 
Step of Advance towards this Extreme, 
chief 7 0. 2 -|--|» 500 
Neither is the State of things be- 


fore deſcrib'd, in all irs Parts a mere 


Imagination or Fiction. There are 
many Nations in the World, fo ſa- 
vage, ſo much Strangers to the Laws 
and Intereſts of Society, that they are 
but very narrowly removed from 
brutes: Such is their State, -thar even 
heir being made Slaves by civi- 
zd Nations, is a real Benefit and 
Advantage to them. And in the beſt 


conſtituted Governments, when the 


Publick has been diſſolved, and the 
One Body broken and divided into 


Factions, and inſtead of a Common- 


veal, oppoſite Intereſts have been ſer 
Vol. II. * on 


. — 
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fore adminiſter d mutually to each N ca 
other's Security and Happineſs, have II. 
thrown up the Reins to Rage and ſl uc 
Violence, have gloried in all kinds of N co 
Cruelty and —— and made I in 
the Sword drunk with each others I jo 
Blood, - in 
It is evident from the Make and O 
Conſtitution of Man, that he was de- me 
ſign'd for Society; he has many Fa- Nor 
culties wholly appropriated to this or 
purpoſe; and it is as evident, that 

Society, but tolerably well order, 
muſt greatly caſe the Burdens o 
Mankind. Weak Creatures, unitingf 
their ſeveral Degrees of Strength, mu 
form a compact Body capable of de 
fending it ſelf; ignorant Creatures, 
communicating to each other their ſe 
| veral Obſervations, Experiences and 
Diſcoveries, and this continued dow 
from one Generation to another, muſt 
in time, furniſh out a conſiderable me 
75 . ä 


5 
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one another's Burdens; 


stock of Knowledge; and where 
ach applies himſelf to one particular 
Labour or Study, each wulf be der, 
ous and skilful in that Particular; 


continual Improvements muſt be made 
in every Particular, and every one en- 


joy the Induſtry and Art of all; all 


furniſhing out mutually their ſeveral 


Cuota's either of Pleaſure or Improve- 


ment; of ſomething neceſſary to Life, 
or ornamental, or entertaining; of 
ome additional Strength, or Security 
to Society in general. Thus you ſee, 
hat Man, who conſider'd a-part by 
timſelf, in a State of Solitude and In- 


2 dependency, would be ignorant and 


O 


r brutal, weak and 
lefenceleſs, miſerable and comfortleſs, 


5s quite another ſort of Creature in 
Society, powerful, wile and happy: 
How many Reliefs has he here from 
tis Burdens > how many Supplies for 


lis Wants? how many Entertain- 


Inents for his Appetites > how many Re- 
+2 ' medies 


"My, i 
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Intercourſe of other Beings muſt be 


medies for his Diſorders? how many 


We cannot well conceive how an im- 


plainly better than none; and to be 


be feared, that thoſe Men who have 


The Duty of bearing 


Comforts in his Troubles? Qur Bur- 
dens are, in Truth, the Foundation 
and Source of our Pleaſures; our 
Wants, of the Plenty we enjoy; our 
ſeparate Weakneſſes and Ignorance, 
15 all our Strength and Kno v ledge. 


2 


1e WY 


— 
— 


perfect Being can be happy alone 
Let his Station be what it will, the 


of Advantage to him. The worlt- 
conſtituted Government is therefore 


Sen 
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expoſed to the Caprice or Cruelty of 
one, or more Men, in our Fortunes 
and Lives, is much rather to be 
choſen, than to be expoſed in a like 
manner fo every Man. It is much to 
attempted the Diffolution of States, 
have acted rather from Reſentment 
than Reaſon. Be the Diſeaſe what it 
will, this Remedy is too dangerous a 
8 N done 


one b Burdon 
one be apply d haſtily. A Rebel. 
— of one Tears Continuanck, 
produce greater — 
and Milkiel, Wan a vety bad Go- 
verntnent in a Cerſtury. And at laſt, 
the wiſeſt Head in the World can 
nevet — — ** _ — 
mending the Pub may 
it {tl} more, whether it hip * — 
upon a worſe Baſis than — 
which it ſtood; beſtre its Diſſolurioil. 
Wbat has been called the Logick bf 
Kings i yarye Ant _ _——— __ 
_ Men. 9 * 
Thus we Fn a mere Givil or 
Political View, that bearing one ano- 


therg Burdens is of very great Uſe to 


Mankind, is che Batid of all Society, 
the Source of all / our worldly: Happi- 
daß z che more any Commanity has 
ptoyided. for this Particular in its 


iappy and 2 MP it bes: 
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De Duty of bearing 
But let us go on and conſider I en 
the bearing one another's Burdens as a 
Law of Chriſt, as a fulfilling the Lay 
of Chriſt, and we ſhall ſee it ina ill 
more glorious and beatifick Light. 
Let human Prudence do what it 
can, its Laws can never be fo form d 
„ as to provide for every particular 
ö Caſe. Beſides, the Execution of the 
beſt Laws will often fall into bad 
Hands. Again, the Subtle will evade i 
them; the Great will be above em; Ml 
and. the Poor and Indigent, who moſt V 
want their Relief and Protection, will C 
often be unable to procure them; ſo i 
that let publick Matters be ever ſo l 
well - conſtituted, and adminiſterd, ll 
there will be {till great Room for the Ii / 
Exerciſe of private Goodneſs and Vir- * 
tue. And here the Laws of Chrift 5 
n 

F 

c 
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come in as the moſt noble Supple- 
ment, not only as they teach all In- 
ſtances of Virtue in the cleareſt and 
moſt familiar manner, but as they 
” 5 ü 


cy 
00 


Bear ye one another's Burdens, and 


one another's Burdent. 
enforce it too, by the moſt evident 
and awful Sanctions. His Kingdom is 
not of this W orld; He left the King- 
doms of this World as he found them; 
but his Doctrine is ſuch, as muſt 


if attended to, reform and improve, 


not only every Kingdom, but every 
ſingle Perſon in the World. To ſup- 
poſe that Chriſt brought Life and Im- 


mortality to light thro the Goſpel, and 


that the eternal Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, he has aſſign d to Virtue and 


Vice, ſhould have no Effect upon the 
Conduct of Mankind in this Life, is 
the greateſt Reflection upon Mankind 


imaginable. 


ſo fulfil the Law of Chriſt. His Com- 


as he loved us; How he loved-us we 
all know; upon theſe two Command- 
ments hang all the Law and the Pro- 
phers, and the Goſpel too; wiz. u 
on the Love of God and our Neigh 
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75. Daty of — 


bour. The Law of God is, 10 Keep br 


| vs, and to keep his Cotn- 


— is, o b one another, 
The Articles upon which we ſhalt be 
examined at the Great day, ard 'whe- 


der wo have g, Meat , the Hun 


gry; and Drink ro the Thirfly; whether 


we have cloathed the Naked, n viſited 
the Sick, and the Priſoner. Theſe are plain 


things which want no Definitions er 


Diſtinctions, there is no need of Subtle- 
ry to teach or comprehend them. Allthe 
Law is fulfilled in one Word, even in 
this, Thou ſpalt love thy. Neighbour arch 


eli; ſurely we Anse, B00 we love 


our ſelves. We cannot love our ſelves, 


we injure our felves in every View, if 


we do not love our Neighbour 45 


our ſelves. Is any thing fo agreeable | 


to our Reaſon and delightful to out 


Conſeiences? I might ſay fo pleaſant 
to the whole Syſtem of our Affecti- 
ons, as to relieve the Neceſſitous, 
and comfort the Aﬀflited ? Can any 
thing 
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dene anieber $ With. 1 
ir ching more promote” out ſocial Hap 
* pinels 7 What better Comtherc or - or 
„ Corteſpondenee can the whole Wold 
e furnifh ent than this 5 hat more 
3 promotive of our on perfonat' Hap: 


„ pineſs? Let thoſe Paſſions which are 


er called ſelfiſh; produce their Pleaſures; 
4 place Pride and Ambition, Envy att 

Revenge, Luxury and Aya | ü 
Y one hand, ard 
e- rity, PH and Co ion, on the 
e other; view them as they lie ftr the 
n Mind: of Man; view chent in theft 
ntercourſe with others; 'Catt' any 
thing be mere ſelf. tormenting 
thoſe,” mote” unamable, more ho | 

ous ? Whilft w gry md 2 Fund of 
peate and Pleaſure; they diſpenſe the 


back ow theft! from every fide. 

lictle or no Virtue, and when they 
are fulfillec, much Miſery wift be at 
laſt unprovided for; bur Chriſt is 2 


nevolence and Cha- 


all-around, and have them flee 


Judge 
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Human Laws may be fuffillec with 
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than, other Mens, and to provide for 
our furure Wants, without duely con- 


others; but the Law of Chriſt, you 


to be promoted only by Charity and 
vide for which is of infinitely greater 
make unto ourſelves Friends of the 


Mammon of U nrighteouſneſs, by diſtri-¶ h: 
buting freely to the Neceſſities af I at 


De Duty of bearing 
Judge who knoweth the very Secrets ot 
of our Hearts, his Law lays hold of ie 
our Conſciences, his Rewards muſt be ti 
equally and impartially diſtributed ; ſo 


that here is a Proviſion made for the uf 


Calamities of Life, which it is impoſ- ot 
ſible for any thing human to furnih II. 
forth. We are naturally apt to havea IF 
greater Regard to Our on P leaſures ol 


4 


» 


ſee, | over-bears Our ſelfiſh, . and ſhort- 
fighted Affections; it opens to us 
new and everlaſting Intereſt, which is 
Generoſity; a Life to come, to pro- 


Concern to us, than any of the Cares 
of this can be. We ſhould therefore 


others, 


one 3 's Burda 


receive us into excdlaſting Habit 


The only. Obſervation 1 thall maks 
upon che whole is this, That as — ; 


one another's Burdens is fulfilling the 
Law of Chriſt, ſo it behoves us to try out 
Faith by our Works, our Chriſtianity by 


our Charity, without which, our Faith 


is vain, and our Religion errant Super- 


ſtition. I need not tell you that the Law 


of Chriſt has been frequently interpreted 
to the mutual Deſtruction of Man- 
kind; that all Denominations c 


ſuch Interpretations, and ſhewn 2 


Chriſ- 


tians have in their turns admitted 
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others, chat when we fail, they may 4 


pours Zeal for them, than the Truch 


as ever been favour d with, ſince the 


primitive Times. I need not tell you 
that this was fulfilling the Law of the 
Devil, who was a*Murderer and De- 
liroyer from the Beginning. They who 
have made it their Buſineſs to oppreſs 
and enſlave, or in any reſpect to a | 
creaſs 
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one ſhall: xe: 
Works: whilſt 
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v DISCOURSE XI 


The' Mo . Motives aſt: Miſchief of 
| Defamation. v 


** 
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345 1 Þ Pur. il. 8. 


Love ar aun be 22 1. oaurteauy 
HAVE taken frequent Qe- 
caſions of ſhewing you, in 
ho ſtrong a manner, uni- 

verſal Love and Benevo- 
ae: are e preſs d upon us in the Writ- 

ngs of the New · Teſtament; that they 
— — End of the Commandment 
end the fulfdling of ibe Law. The 
Apoſtle in the Wards following my 


Text 


Text recommends a particular Branch t 
of Benevolence, which, tho' it be of 1 
the utmoſt Importance, is generally 
overlook d and neglected; and that 
not only by the Vicious and Profane, 
but by the better Sort of Men; and 
tho' it be one of the greateſt and moſt 
pernicious, is ſcarce deem'd any Breach 
of Charity at all; nay, is often glo- 
ried in, as worthy and meritorious, 
by thoſe who, perhaps, would not 
readily offend in any other way. The 
Apoſtle goes on, not rendering Evil 
for Evil, or Railing for Railing, but 
 contrariwiſe Bleſſing ; knowing that ye 
are thereunto call d, that ye ſhould in- ch 
berit a Bleſſing. For he that will lee I R. 
Life, and ſee good Days, let him re- 
frain his Tongue from Evil, and his Lips 
that they ſpeak no Guile, You fee the pa 
Apoſtle does particularly recommend I in 
Love, Pity, and Courteouſneſs in our a 
| Converſation, he forbids us to render ¶ an 
| Railing for Railing, and tells us, that IT. 


the 
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Miſchief of Defamation. 223 
the way to enjoy Life and to ſee good 
Days is to reſtrain our Tongues from 
I dall obſerve to you in the Fir 
1 klace, how frequent Offences of this 
+ If kind are, with the Reaſons of it. 
h | Secondly, How pernicious they are 
not only to others, but to our ſelves. 


CNY 


of And Left, Exhort you to embrice 
Ne the contrary Behaviour from the Bleſ- 


1 Firſt then, I ſhall take notice of 
che Frequency of the Malevolence of 
the Tongue, and inquire into the 

Reaſons of it. TOS 


We can ſcarce fall into any Com- 
be pany, in which either the real Fail- 

1 ings and Misfortunes of others, or 
elle thoſe that are merely fictitious 

and imaginary, are not the common 
Topick of Diſcourſe. We may ob- 
1.3% é ſerve 


— , r, e 7 OY OSS. wa 


24 
moſt Men are under Difficulties, and 


at a lofs to ſupport — im 


1 Marion 0 0 
ſerve, Fong upon all other 


 Sabjecs 


there is generally a Reſeryedneſs, and Wan 
long Pauſes and Intervals of Cilence cu 


will intervene; ; but hen Scandal nit 


comes upon the Board; every one I m: 


finds 4 Fluency of. Speech, all arc op 


Wits and Orators, every one's Quiya I int 


uit; there is an Eagerneſs, a genera] 


cations of human Nature, and the great 
Yanory of Pleaſures and Endearments 


is full-fraught, every one is a ſhrewd Wan 
Archer in diſcharging choſe Arrows, MW ib 


which are bitter Words. This Game Wan 
is no ſooner ſtarted, but we ſee the Man 


moſt Dull and Indifferent, the moſt N Str 
Silent and Inſipid, rouz d to the Pur- 


Emulation who thal excel, who ſhall 
be foremoſt in the cruel Chace; as 
tho Mankind were form'd to vilify 
and abuſe, to tear and devour one 


another, 
When we conſider the facial Qualifi- 


which 


vhich reſult from the right Exerciſe 
of them; one would think it almoſt 
impoſſible, for Creatures ſo endowed 
and ſo bleſs d, to miſapply ſuch Fa- 
culties, and pervert ſuch Opportu- 
nities, to the very oppoſite Uſes; to 
make thoſe Powers, which in their 
open and natural Tendency invite us 
into a School of Improvement, into 
an Aſſembly of Pleaſure, into all poſ- 
ſible Offices of mutual Benevolence 
and Friendſhip, a Source of Debate 
and Diſcord, of Hatred and Variance, 
Strife and Envying. = 360 
How we are drawn into this Con- 

duct, what are the Cauſes of this 
perverſe Behaviour, is an Inquiry of 
great Importance to us, and well 
worth our engaging in; the more par- 
ticular and minute we are in tracing 
the Cauſes of this Malady, the better 
able ſhall we be to adminiſter a pro- 
per Remedy. = WS. 
Vail. © Pride 
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| Pride mixd with Envy, has been 


ol our delighting in leſſening the Re. 
putation, and blaſting the good Name 


| Pride and Envy have 4 teal Intereſt 


them, and removing thoſe who ſtand 


not be concealed, and it is as open, 
that they are great Promoters of Scan- 
dal. In Confirmation of this, we may 
obſerve, that our Malevolence is 4 
ways keeneſt againſt thoſe who are on 


cular; and that we are never forwatc 


The Miives and 


uſually affign'd, as the principal Cauſe 


of others. And moſt certain it is, that 


and enjoy a great Satisfaction, in 
lowering thoſe who are placed aboye 


in their Way, intercept their Views, 
and retard their Progreſs. Envy 
and Pride are Affections which can- 


2 I =” Q< $$ tf & ty e Ky Fx, aj ON wow 


Rivals or Competitors in any Patti 


to expoſe any Failing in others whic 
we are conſcious to our ſelves tha 
others may obſerve in us; in theſe 
Inſtances, we rather put on the Ap 
pe ; es: pearance 


Miſchief of Difatriation. 


u pearance of Gobd- nature, and vindi- 
e cate thoſe Follies, and chät even in 


e Men whom we Pate, which we our 
ne felves are liable to; becauſe this is an 


427 


ar indirect Vindication of bur felves, A 


it, © very ingenious Writer, who compares 


in human Life to a Rite, and under- 


ve Wl takes to deſcribe all the Paſſions of 
nd Mankind, froth the Cirtumſtanees of 
vs, 2 Race, fays, that Pride is an Enden 


WY Vvour to be 2 am Envy a 


an- ping ont who hat out. rum us. Aid i X 


en, muſt be allowed; that a very com- 


an · mon Artifice to effect this; is Scandal | 


nayſ and Defamation. But we muſt not 
4M affipn theſe as the only Caules of this 


our] Condutt, For we find Men frequetitly 
ti vilifying thoſe who are not above or 
ard before them; from whom they are in 
no ſort jealous of any Competition. 


hic 
tha In theſe Caſes therefore, Envy can no 
helY ways be concetn'd, and ſome other 
bp Cauſe muſt be quited after. 


anc 
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De Moti ves ane 
And here we ſeem to be moved by 
a Deſire of pleaſing others, of enter- 
taining the preſent Company agreea- 


bly, of making them and our ſelves 
appear conſiderable; for whilſt we are 


expoling any Weakneſſes in others, 
which we our ſelves, and the Perſons 


we converſe with, are exempt from, 


we are tacitly diſplaying - our own, 


and their Eminence; and, with great 


Subtlety, model Scandal into a very 


pleaſant Species of Flattery; which all 


ſwallow greedily, tho' it is not parti- 


cularly addreſs d, or directly apply'd 
to any. And that this is really the 
Caſe, will be evident from this Ob- 


ſervation, that whenever we make thoſe 
beneath us the Subject of our Rail- 


ery, we always ſingle out the Want 


of thoſe particular Accompliſhments, 


for which we more eſpecially valuc 


our ſelves. If we value our (elves for 
our Underſtanding in any Particalar, 
then the Ignorance and Blunders of 

3 others 


M. chief of Ben 


others in that very Particular; if for 
our Riches, then the Poverty of others; 
if for our Dreſs, or Mein, or Stature, 
or any other Particular, then the De- 
fs of others in that Particular, ſhall 
become our darling Subject of Scan- 
dal and Ridicule. 

So that you ſee, and may in all In- 
ſtances experience, when our Male 


yolence is directed againſt thoſe above 


us, by Pride and Envy; we attack 
them in thoſe things i in which they ex- 
cel us: and when it is directed againſt 


thoſe heneath us, we attack them in 


the Particulars in which We excel | 


them. 
But Scandal is too various to be li- 
mited to theſe two Kinds, or to pro- 


ceed wholly from the Cauſes before 


aſſi ign 'd. In order therefore to ſee fur- 
ther into its Compoſition, we may 


obſerve, that all the Retailers of Scan- 


dal, of which one or more are to be 


found in every Place, who make it 
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their Buſi 


- 


| Neighbourhood who are content ta 


receive it from their Hands; I fay, 


we may obſerve, that they are geng- 


rally Perſons of no ſtated Employment, 
Calling or Occupation, and that Idle- 


nels is one ſtrong Ingredient of this 


Vice. St. Paul, in his Deſcription of 
the female Soxt of them, begins it 
with this very Particular, fpeak- 
ing of the younger Widows, he lays, 
they learn to be idle, wandering about 


from Houſe to Houſe, aud not ouly idle, but 


Tatlers alſo, aud buſy Bodies, ſpeaking 
things which they ought not. Buſy, Bodies 


in other Mens Matters, and wandering 


abqut from Houſe to, Houſe, principally for 
this Reaſou, becauſe they hae no pro- 


Fier Employment, of their own af hong... 


ing and 


We may obſerve further, that in- 
numerable other Vices enter into the 
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Miſchief of Defamation. 
wardice, and as much Cruelty as Co- 


wardice will admit, a Readineſs to ſay | 


thing which Occaſion ſcems to call 


for. St. Paul joins with the Backbiters, 


thale who were full of all Wickedneſs, 


Covetouſneſs, Maliciouſneſs; full of 
Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceit, Ma- 
lignity, Whiſperers, Haters of God, 
Deſpiteful, Proud, Boaters, Inventers 
of evil things, diſobedient to Parents, 
without Undezſtanding, Covenant- 


Breakers, without natural Affection, 
implacable, unmerciful. Such are the 
Cauſes, or at leaſt the Concomitants 
of chis Vice; ſuch the Aſſembly of 
its Qualities, a Diſeaſe perhaps the 


28 


moſt, and the worſt complicated, of 


- 


Having thus far enquired into the 
Cauſes which generally. move Men to 
Slander and Railing, I ſhall, 

Sacondl, enquire inro the miſchievous 
Conſequences of it both t. aut ſelves 


24 and 
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The Meotives a 


and other: The Offspring of ck Pa 


rents can be no other than a Monſter. 
A good Name is evidently one of 


he greateſt Bleſſings, tis what we all | 


cultivate with our utmoſt Induſtry, 


we are more jealous and delicate in 
this Particular than any other, being 


ſenſible of the many Pleaſures it lets 
us into, and of the many Miſeries 


which follow the Loſs of it. 'Tis our 
Reputation that opens the Door of 


Scciety to us, that gains us an ealy 


and free Commerce one with ano- 


ther, that makes every Man receive 


us with Chearfulneſs, and treat us 


with Confidence, and is the Baſis of 


all ſocial Happineſs; which is indeed 


almoſt all the Happineſs we enjoy in 
this Life. The Loſs of our Repura- 
tion ſhurs the Door of Society againſt 
us, makes every Man ſhy towards us, 


we are treated with Diſtruſt and Jea- 


louſy, if not wholly excluded f 
the Converſation and — af 


the 
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Miſcbief of Defamation. 
the World; it brings us into a State 


* a 


not unlike that of Cain's, we have a 


Mark ſet on our Foreheads, and every 
one who finds us ſhall ſlay us. So that 


Defamation ſtrikes at the very Foun- 
dation of all our Intereſts and Enjoy- 
ments, -and where ir prevails, does 
moſt effectually | deſtroy them ; what 


may be intended only as Diverſion 


by the Slanderer, is often to the Slan- 
der d, Deſtruction and Ruin. He 


caſteth Firebrands, Arrows and Death, 
and faith, Am I not in ſport? xk 
As theſe Wounds are generally ſe- 


cret and in the Dark, ſo it is for the 
moſt part difficult for the injur'd Per- 


ſon ro do himſelf Juſtice ; if Enquiry 
be made after the Author, he ſhall 
be the firſt ro expreſs his Surprize and 


Indignation, and vindicates your Cauſe | 


before your Face, in order to throw 
off the Suſpicion from himſelf; tho 
behind your Back, he becomes more 
induſtrious to repeat and increaſe the 

ks 1 In- 
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Injury. I is here the Serpent exerts his 
Venem and his Subtlety together, and 

pfactiſes all his crooked, Wiles. 
But netwithſtanding this, how of, 
ten do we ſee his Head byuiled, and 
the very Shame and Reproach which 
be aims at others, recoil upon him- 
ell. A Lying Tongue is but for 3 
Moment; even they, Who love this 
ſort of Tixalon, hate the Traitor: 
Tho they are gratifyd in their Ill. 
nature, by Turns, at the Expence of 
others; yet, as every one mult, take 
bis Tura in furniſhing out the ame 
che infameus Entertainer is ſure in the 
End to raiſe. the Reſentment and Ha- 
wed} of all; and become the cenamen 
Butt of their Scandal and Revenge. 
Wie canmor bus have obſerved, that 
the Slanderet oon becomes the molt 
famous Perſon; that he: is avoided 
ang, deſerted by all; thay his ſewilo 
Fav ning ſinkabelow the meaneſt his 
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Miſelief of Defamation. 
and Hl-garure, inſtead of 'gratifyin 
the moſt Splenetick, incenfes them, 
We muſt have obſeryed, that he is al- 
ways fecking out for freſh Acquaing- 
ance, and that whilſt his new Friend- 
ſhips lat but for a Day, the Enmities 

he raiſes continue for ever.. 
To exhort the Slanderer to alter his 
Conduct, upon account of che Miſ- 
chicks he brings upon others, may be 
thought a very abſurd Fopick, becauſe | 
— ate his Plcafures, and 
ne delights 19 in Wrong and Robbery; 
but all wha — this way, are 
not arrived to this high Pitch of Ini- 
quity; there are many who are free 
with their Neighbour's Reputation, to 
gratify a preſent Paſſion of their own 
or other Mens, who would be unwil- 
to give him any real Pain, or do him 
any conſiderable Injury: Such Men 
thould learn to refleft upon the Con- 
ſequences of their Actions; and ſhould 
oblerve more ' particulagly, what _ 
Ks 4 "" 7 
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The Moti ves and 


of Sentiments ariſe in them, when 


they themſelves are abus d and vili- 


tid; this would be a ſtrong Check 


againſt treating others in a manner 


which they themſelves have experi- 


enced to be ſo bitter and * 
We have no Senſation ſo painful as 


that which is cauſed by Mockery, 


Inſult and unjuſt Reproach. Was this 


duely conſider'd, we ſhould as ſoon 


whet our Sword as our Tongue, and 
wound the Body, or aſſault the Life 


of our Neighbour, as his good Name, 


which Solomon declares to be dearer 
than Life itſelf. To loſe one's Friend 
rather than one's Jeſt, is fooliſh jeſting 
indeed. V 
As for the Slanderers of the firſt 
Claſs, thoſe who are mov'd by Pride 
and Envy, together with that mon- 


ſtrous Train of Vices before enume- 


rated, tis plain, that all Admonition 


to them muſt be fruitleſs, except 
what turns upon their own imme 


diatc 
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Miſchief of Defamation. 237 
n diate and perſonal Intereſt, If then 
i- © this Method of aggrandizing them- 
k || ſelves be prepoſterous, and does in 
er the moſt effectual manner, defeat the 
i- End they aim at, if the Slanderer 
t. foon becomes the moſt infamous and 
2s deteſtable Perſon of all others, if he 
y, expoſes himſelf to Shame, in every 
is Step he takes for his Advancement, 
nas has been already made appear, then 
dhe ought to enter upon the oppoſite 
fe Conduct, to obtain the end he propoſes. 

e, Nothing can be more evident, 
er than that he, who ſtops another in 
d the Race of Life, and endeavours to 

g hold him back in his Progreſs, muſt 
loſe ground himſelf, and give thoſe 
ſt © who were behind him, _ and 
le Opportunity of getting before him; 
1 — ſuch, uy 4 inen of preſſing 
c forward to the Goal, are catch- 
ing at every one, who is like to 
pals by them, and tripping up their 
Heels, muſt move the Indignation - 
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all; and meet with more Hindramee 


| himſdlf than he can poſlibly give b. 


thers; for whilſt he would hinder all, 


he can hinder but ohe at 4 time, and 
every one of them ſtops him. Pit), 


by the Author of this beautiful Alle. 
gory; is defin'd to be a Helping up 


one; who has fallen in the Race; this 


may appear as an Impediment to the 
Shore Aghed z e e. is nothing 
which can forward us more effe&tually. 
For he, who has been helpful to many, 
ſhall have many Hands to guard his 


Courſe; to lead him on, to raife him 


when down; and to ſerve every Oc: 
eaſion which offers. Let the Slanderet 


only obſerve, how acceptable the Pi. 


fiful and the Coutteous are to all thoſe 
who can draw a Veil over the Infir- 
mities, and extenuate the Faults of 


others how. univerlal are their Friend: 


ſhips, how extenſive their Credit and 

Reputation, with what Eaſe and Free- 

dom, and Applauſe they paſs thr oug s 
E | ON 
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ance of any other Talents, how indf 
fenſive and unoffended; how lovely 
and how beloved; let him cofnpare 


under all their Acconip 
Wit and Rail 
ery, let him compare tlic Tenor of 
x | their Lives, the Conſequences of their 
o Behaviour, and if he has any Remains 
J. of jadgment left, he will imitate the 
7, Pitiful and the Courteous, even to ſerve 
is che Purpoſes of Pride and Envy. The 


ED 


n ſelfiſh Affections, when they oxtlund 
che ſocial, are in every Inſtance de- 


ſtructive; tis the Exerciſe of the {6= 
: cial Affections only, as balaticed by 
che Selfiſh, that can advance our Per- 
feaioh, and make us happy in our 
felves; and with one. awother. Arm 


eiples implatited in human Nature; 


is \ the Abuſe. er Mifappticarion of it; 


them with his own unamiable Tribe, 
liſhnerits of 
lery, Satyr and Buffoon- 
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bieion is one of the nobleſt Prin- | 
it is 4 Defite of excelling orhers. Pride 
which 
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which is only an imagining we do ex- 


cel others. Emulation naturally fol- 


lows Ambition, it is a bringing it in- 
to Act, it is an Endeavour to excel 


others in ſome one particular Inſtance; 
the Abuſe of this is Envy, which does 
as naturally follow Pride, and is as 


true to its Intereſts; for Envy is a 


bringing Pride into Act, or an En- 
deavour to ſupport or increaſe a mere 
imaginary Excellence in ſome one Par- 


ticular; which is to be effected only 


by leſſening or debaſing that particu- 


lar Excellence. In Confirmation of | 


| theſe Definitions, we may obſerve, 


that Ambition and Emulation always 
leſſen the Defects and Failings, and 
aggravate the Worth and Virtue of 
their Competitors, that they may raiſe 
the Glory of their Competition; where- 
as Pride and Envy take the very op- 
police Method in a Cauſe that is op- 
poſite, aggravating the Imperfections 


and Vices, and leſſening the Accom- 


pliſhments 


Miſcbief of Defamiution. 
plichments of theit Rivals, that tlieir ima. 


7 


ginary Worth may better make its way. 
Now which of theſe two is more 
likely to make its way, and carry its pur- 
poſe? a real Deſire of Worth and Ex- 


cellence, and an Endeavour to copy 
it, in every Inſtance; or a mete Imagina- 


tion of them, and .an Endeavour only ä 


to depreciate them, where they appear 


in their brighteſt Colours 2 Alas! real 


Worth is eaſily, diſtinguiſhed from 


ally when that Affectation is attended 


with the blackeſt Deformities. Alas! 


CS ˙· $445» 


tion, even when:they do not ſucceed, 


are admired and | applauded ; by the : 
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greateſt Souls, whilſt Pride and En- 


Meaneſt. It is evident to the moſt 
vulgar Obſervation, whether is em- 
ployed. moſt worthily, moſt ſuitably 
++ VOL th - R 2 
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torahs-End- propoſed; dbey who pl 


over the Failings of others, and- fix 


upon their Excellencies in order to 


copy them in their Manners, and raiſe 
themſelves to equal or ſuperior De 


greez of Virrue; or they who paſs 


] over the Virtues of others, and dwell. 


| as well as blacken in the Defamation 


upon, and inhance, their Defects and 
| Vices, only to = them dowt: be- 


Eminence the more conſpicuous. 


What, cannot Wit ſubſiſt without 


Satyr 2 May it not ſhine in the Praiſe, 


of others > Can the Buffoon find no- 


af human Nature? Are there no Graces 


Employment, in che infinite Variety, 


to be copied, no Virtues to be imi- 
cated ? Is it matter of Pride for him to 
demean himſelf ro an Ape, who is by 
Nature placed but a little lower than 
the Angels? Can the Idle find no 


more beneficial to chernſelves, and 11 


* w3 


cure: He is to be 
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ful to others? Cannot they, who, from | 


ſelves placed above Bulineſs better 


No more WINE ene ATW ng: of Cos 
verſation ? - 
Tia e ee 


obſerved 2 but is chere 
rous and man- 


* 


rag an 
Way of doing this? a Way in 
which we may reform their Faults 
without xn cxpolng their Perſons, 


terate — rs is the moſt incorti- 
— all — — More cloſe. 
you tho more 
irritare 5 vou — 
e only by that 
Rod which is prepared for the Back 
ol Fools: Bray 
will nor his Poolifmels depart from 


an. „ere who' are tefs ad- 


R 2 vanced 


employ their Opportunities? 
Can the — ea this vaſt and im · 
menſe Field, chuſe out no worthier, 


ery fenfible that the OY 


him in 4 Mortar, yet 
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vanced in this monſtrous Iniquity, 
tis to be hoped, may receive ſome 
Inſtruction from this Diſcourſe, and 
learn to reform a Conduct which is 


fo plainly abſurd, and deſttuctive off 


may carry on our Exhortation to theſe 
Men, from Motives deduced from the 


its own Purpoſes, in this Life. We 


Life to come: not rendering Evil for 
Exil, Or Railing for Railing, ſays the 


Aͤpoſtle, but contrariwiſe, Bleſſing. 


knowing that there unto ye are called, 


that ye may inherit 4 Bleſſing. What 


Place can theſe Sowers of perpetual 


| Diſcord and Diſſention expect to find 
in the Inheritance of the Saints in 


Light and Love? If ever there is a 
Separation to be made, betwixt the 
pitiful and courteous part of Mankind, 


from the malevolent and ſpiteful; if 


the Prince of Darkneſs, and the Father 
of Lyes, and the Accuſer of the Bre- 
turen 5 1s to have any Aﬀociates, doubt- 
leſs they, who. have enter d ſo deeply 


* 
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into his Manners, muſt be*Partakers 
with him in his everlaſting Torments, 
Let us not, upon this important Oc- 
caſion, make uſe of the common Ar- 
tifice, whereby Men evade the Force 
of all moral Inſtructions. When any | 
Vice is treated and expoſed, we im- 
mediately ſingle out ſome Perſon who 
is notorious for it, and make the 
whole Application to him, wiping 
our own Mouths, and acquitting our 
ſelves, who appear at firſt. View to 


| be much leſs concern d. Let us nor, 
Hay, delude our ſelves with this. Ar- 
tifice. Our own Reformation is near- 
\ eſt co us. Would the inferior Dealers 
in Scandal reform their Conduct, and 
e openly diſcountenance this Practice 
vhereſoever it occurrd, the more 
eminent ones, meeting with ſo many 
r Kebuffs, would be greatly diſcou- 
„ raged; their Sphere of Activity would 
„be much contracted, and their Reign 
y | fill morter chan ir is; and we might 
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T. Marion, Ws, 
hope to ſee them ſoon as — gvoid; 


ed, or rather as eagerly purſued on all 


bands, as Highway- men and Rob- 
bers, who are by far leſs trequene and 


lels Pemicious to ee, 49 
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ry Moderation be 1 1070 4 E 
The Lord i is at hand. 


x l E Word * the Ori . 
| | which) Is here dene _ 


wir | Ges Meckuſs, 2 vield 
and diſpaſſionate = ll 2 Readind 

to forgive Injuries; and to be reconciled. 
to our Enemies. It is alſo ſometimes 
uled for Moderation; in which Senſe 
unn —— more bred 
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By Moderation ben. we are to un- 
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3 the Middlo-way, avoiding "the E. 


tremes on either hand; neither coming 
ſhort, nor exceeding, in any Particu- 
lar. There is no Character or Cir- 
cumſtance of Life whatſoever, in 
which we are not liable to err; to be 
immoderate; to deviate from the 


4 Middle-path, the Line of Duty; and 


it is 4 common n That 
thoſe Perſons who find themſelves in 


one Extreme, whilſt they endeayour to 


avoid that, run into the very oppoſite, 
From one Extreme to another, is become 
a Proverbial Saying. And if Men, u 


on the Diſcovery of one Piece of Im- 


moderation, and in their Endeavours 
to ayoid it, are thus a 
on the very oppoſite side, we need not 
wonder, that the generality. of the 
21 who * have never given 
: _ them- 
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uninterrupted Extravagance; are al- 


ways cutting the Line of Duty, or 
flying further from it, and never make 


three Steps directly forwar. 
It muſt be allow'd, chat it is very 
difficult, if not impoſſible, for ſuch 
frail and ignorant Creatures as we are, 
to know the exact Mean, in all Caſes, 
or perhaps in any. In things relating 


to our o.n Welfare and Preſervation; 
to our Neighbour's ; to the Commu- 
nity, there are ſo many Particulars ab- 


ſolutely out of our View, that we can 


never be thoroughly certain in the 


Choice of our Actions, that this Ac- 
tion will directly promote our Purpoſe 
in either Relation, more than any 


other Action ſomewhat differently cir- 


cumſtantiated; yet the groſs Extremes 


Darkneſs; which, when mixed and 


tO 


blended together, are nevertheleſs hot 


themſelves much Care or Thought a- 
bout the Matter, live in a continued, 
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|  - called the Golden Mean, and a flrait 


to be diſtinguiſhed preciſely and accu- 
 _rately by the Human Eye, which can- 
not, in all Degrees of Light and 
Shade, meaſure the Quantities of each; 
cho it can judge of the greater De- 

grees of each with the utmoſt Security. 
-  $o that when Virtue is ſaid to be 
placed between Extremes, when it is 


wi 

ere 

ar 

Pe 

ar 

W 
and narrow Path, when we would || ef 
conceive or deſcribe the Line of Duty, U 
we muſt not imagine it to be a Ma- ff w 
themarical Line; no, it muſt be of Ir. 
ſome Width, and drawn. with ſome ff 
Coarſeneſs and Rudeneſs for ſuch 'Crea- | h 
tures as we are, Thoſe Beings, whole I d 
Underſtandings are much larger than | k 
ours, and whoſe Aﬀections are attend- k 
ed with leſs Frailty, their Rule of Du- Ir 
ty muſt be much more particular; and f 
very minute Circumſtances of Action, 
as they may appear to us, may be groſsl7 « 
extreme in them. But in Mankind, 
it is ſufficient if cheir Courſe be ſuch | 

as 


: 


ä * 1 - 
4 e 


A 7 * 4 . , 
. , * 4 ? * © " * 
2 E % 1 122 8 3 A, %. = 4 * 0 
5 a7 Fs 
4 K . 


z does not lead chem from the Mark, | 


in which che further we proceed, the 
treme and immoderate; but where we 
are continually advancing towards the 
Point in view, tho it be by ſlow Steps, 
and not in an abſolutely ſtraight Line; 
we are deemed virtuous. Our direct- 
eſt Road has ſome Turnings and 
Windings in it. Wi Beings may 
move with more Speed, and more Di- 
rectneſs; they have none of our Ob- 
ſtacles in their Courſe. As for Man, 


he muſt be contented with the Con- 


ditions of his Nature; nay, he may 


be delighted with them, and ought to 
be thankful for them, ſeeing there is 


beſt endeavours, tho they do not ſuc- 
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So that by Moderation, we are not 
ſo much to underſtand, the critical 
Obſervation of a preciſe and Mathe- 
matical Mean, as the avoiding, as 
much as We can, all Extremes; all 
things which appear to be Extremes to 
. Thus when we would deſcribe a 
Man who is moderate in Eating and 
Drinking, we do not fay that he weighs 
all his Proviſions, or that he appli 
his Body by Drams and Scruples, or 
lives like Sanctorius in a Scale; no, this 
wie ſhould condemn as a very great 
Extreme, as a Conduct wholly unſuit- 
able to the common Circumſtances of 
Mankind; but a moderate Man 
in this Particular, is one who avoids 
the groſs Extremes of Surfeiting and 
Drunkenneſs on the one hand, and 
Penury on the other; who maintains 
an ordinary Courſe of Temperance in 
his Station and Circumſtances of Life. 
The ſame is it in all other Particulars of 
Moderation. 5 Virtue 
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Moderation ated and explai ained, 
Virrue has of late Vears been treat- 


ed in a new Manner; we hear now 


of nothing but the Truth of thin 


of the abſtract Reaſons and Re fy 


tions of things, as the Rule of all Fret 


Action. It muſt be allow'd thar this 
is a curious Entertainment for ſome 
few: refin'd Heads; but it muſt be al- 


lowed allo, i tliat it is by no mieans 4 
proper Merhod to . Virtue to the 
Balk of Mankind. It ſuppoſes them 
to be what they are not, pure Belli 


3 
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gencec; whereas they have neither Lei- 


ſure nor Capacity to be always Philo- . 


lophizing upon theſe Relations. And 


toi expect from Men a Mathematical 


Conformity to the Reaſons of thin 95, 
thro their whole Conduct, would be as 


abſurd; as to enjoin them, heavy and 


giddy Creatures, to croſs the Gcean 
upon a Thread. Was it not for Re 
pentance, and Faith in God, the Rea- 


ſons of things would eve only © to 


condemn and torment us. 
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Another Set of Men. tteat us, a5 ap 
if we had no Intelligence at all; 2s if ar 
we, were mere Machines, a Compols 
tion of Paſſions without any Power to 

direct them. 

| When therefore we aps That 105 
deration conſiſts in obſerving the Mean 
or Middle- courſe in all the Particulars 
of. our Conduct, a 4 3 ri 
gorous Mean, ſuch as be ex- 
25 from mere Intelligences, is not 
8 be underſtood, but ſuch only as 
ais the Circumſtances of Human 
Nature, our weak Capacities, and the 
various Temprations we are expoſed 
to. 3 
ſt Extremes, Tag ſoon —_ 0 

ity and his Strengih, to di fou 
— avoid choſe that ate Id 
groß, and will every Day be contract- 
ing be Bach of * —— 
vation or Dili TO ihe we hi 
h Ae lo; owever, the nearcr ve 
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Mederation OR eee 
as, bur at laſt the Saying of the Apo- 
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fend all. 
This chen is the Moderation which 


we muſt make known unto all Men, 
which we muſt obſerve upon all 'Oc- 
caſions, in all the Relations and Cir- 
cumſtances of out Life; in things 


ſenfible Creatures, Rational and So- 


deep and Exerciſe; in our Dreſs and 
Ornaments; in the Im 
Cultivation of ou] Minds; in owr 
Fri and Commerce with the 
World; in our Entertainments, ' in 
our Traffick, in our Charity, in our 


he Love of our. Country, of out 
Neighbour, and ourſelves : In bet 
brd we Bocld always — 96 
m_ which, 20 was "before prov'd, 


cannot 


— 
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to it, the more perfect we 


ſle will be true, e on Ons: 


which regard ourſelves, as we are - 
cal,” in our Eating and Drinking, 


provement and 


Reſentments, in out Ambition; in 
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cannot be particularly and minutely 
deſcrib d; they vary according to the 
different Circumſtances and Capaci- 
ties of every ſingle Perſon; the ſame 
Actions which are moderate and de- 
cent in one Perſon, are exceſſive and 
defective in others; we cannot tell 
exactly where the Defect ends, or the 
Extreme begins, In things which re- 
late immediately to outſelves, it is 
better to come ſhort, than to exceed; 
in things which relate to others, in 
Matters of Friendſhip, of Honour, 
or of Charity, the Danger lies on the 
other Side, and to exceed is better 

than to be deficient. ' We muſt find 
out the Middle- path, every one for 
ourſelves, as well as we can; and if 
we will employ our Thoughts: in this 
Way, we cannot greatly miſs of it. 
Ihe ancient Moraliſts uſed to en 
force the Practice of Virtue, from 
the Beauty and Amiableneſs, the pre 
ſent Utility and Advantage of it, and 
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moſt excellent Things have they left 

us, in this way. We find Sr. Paul 

j- & urging theſe Motives in the Chapter 

el of my Text, almoſt in their own 

Words, Finally, Brethren, lays he, 

d whatſoever things are true, whatſoever 

ll Zhings are honeſt, or venerable, what- 

ae ſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things 

e are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, 

is whatſoever things are of good Report; 

d; if there be any Virtue, if there be any 

in Praiſe, think on theſe things. Now 

, every Act of Immoderation has in it 

he ſome Deformity; there appears to the 

ter firſt View a Diſproportion and Un- 
fitneſs, and it raiſes the Diſapproba- 
tion and Averſion of Beholders: Be- 
ſides this, it is alſo diſadvantageous, 
it is unnatural and painful, as well as 

unamiable; ſo that if we loox no 
further than the preſent Nature and 

Tendencies of our Actions, we ſhall 

reF find every thing diſcourages Immode- 

nd ration. All groſs Exceſſes and De- 

ol Vo. Il. 98 fects .Y 
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258 Moderation flated and explained. 
fects are odious to others, and pain- 
ful to ourſelves. And 'tis in all In- 
ſtances, thro mere Ignorance and 

want of Judgment, with ſome vio- 
lent Paſſion at the Bottom, that we 
fall into them. They can never be 
the Objects of a free and deliberate 
| Pintarch has obſerv'd, That every 
Vice or Extreme wholly deſerves the 
5 End it has in View; and that every 
End of Vice, every Good, or Plea- 
fare, ot Intereſt propos d, is not to 
be obtain d, but by the very oppo- 
ſite Virtue. This Obſervation is ge- 
netrally true. The Pleaſures of Sloth 
are to be obrain'd only by Induſtry, 
of Luxury by Temperance, of Pride 
by Hamility, of Diſſimulation by Ve- 
racity, c. The Greek Word which 
we tranſlate Sin, ſignifies a miſſing the 
Mark, a urong Am, which is the 
Cafe of Sin in all its Branches; which 
is attended with Deformity, —_— 
#0 . 
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Maideration Rated and explained. - 
and Miſery, in all its Aims after Re- 
putation, Pleaſure, and Profit. God 


this View. | | EZ, 
But after all, the Motive in my 
Text, is by much the beſt adapted 


to the generality of Mankind; 2be 
Lord is at hand. There are but few 
Perſons who conſider the Decency 


and Beauty, or Decorum of Actions, 
or the Advantages and Pleaſures of 
them. All Men have, indeed, a 


View to theſe things, but they do 


not conſider them; their Views are 


3 


juiries into what will 
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is {aid to turn the Ways of the Wicked 
upſide down, a very ſtrong, proper, 
and ſtrictly Philoſophical Expreſſion in 


. 
| 
þ 


ſhort and confin d, and they conſider 
them not upon the whole, in their 
are captivated by the preſent Goo 
and their — 0s 
follow ate thereby prevented and pre- 
cluded. Now _ the No 
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260 Moderation flated and explained. | 
' ſome certain and ftrong Proſpect in 
Futurity, of Weight and Importance 

enough to awe and reſtrain them in 
their preſent Purſuits; ſomething of 
Univerſal Influence, ſome general 
Check to Vice and Inconſideration, 
in all their Shapes and Forms. It is 
plain enough, that the Motives be- 


| fore do not come up to this Purpoſe. 
|: Let us then conſider That in my 


Text, The Lord is at hand. 
L | Dteath has been always known to 


1: be a certain Thing, at an uncertain 
i 5 {9s | | 

| Time. But what was to follow has 
| been very much doubted of and diſ- 


1 puted. Ivo Sedts, the Epicureans 

and Stoichs, generally denied any E- 

iſeence after it; the third Sect, the 

AAcademicłe, generally believ d the Im-! 
mortality of the Soul; but they fel- | « 


ddcôm deduce any Motives to the | 
Practice of Virtue from this Topick. 7 
3 No the great Strength and Force of | 1 
4 Revelation lies in this, that it gives 1! 
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us the cleareſt Evi * 
nity of Exiſtence after 


i Life, 
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ice. of an Eter* 
f the 


moſt exquiſite Happineſs or Miſery, | 


that our eternal State will be deter- 


mined by our Conduct in this World; 


that Jeſus Chriſt is ordain d of God 
to be Judge of Quick and Dead. 


This, I fay, is a Motive of the great- 


eſt Force, and moſt extenſive Influ- 


ence; it affects all Men of all Ranks 


and Degrees, of all Abilities and, Ca- 


pacities. It is appointed for all Men 


once to die, and after that the Judg- 


ment. The one is no more to be 


_ evaded than the other. If the preſent. 
Rewards of Virtue are not ſufficient to 


ſupport it amongſt Mankind, what can 
be called in to its Aſſiſtance more 


powerful than this Superaddition of 


eternal Rewards? 


The Author of Chriſtianity as old as 


the Creation, is very angry with St. Paul 


for exciting People to the Practice of 


Motive; 


Piety and all good Works, from this 


dae, 2 3 3 
ir might have been commendable in 
another Perſon, but in an eh is 
x. never to be forgiven. . 

But to return: The Behavieue: of 
6 who is to exiſt but for a 
ſhort time, may be worth but little 
Notice, be it what it will, he paſſes 

away, is gone and forgotten; but the 

Conduct of a Being who is to live for 
ever, ay of the utmoſt (owe eee 
- that part of his Conduct 

N is to ef an His Happinek || 
or Miſery for ever; this is of no leis 

chan infanice Value to him. . if 


| of Ormory, 4 

i he gina . Actions, . 

plain Importance of this Motive, its 
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EN po; wants none of Theſe lille 
Helps. We muſt know within our 
ſelves, that in all Our Exceſſes, we 
have no Thought of, or Regard to 
a future State; and chat we no ſooner 


admit the aweful Idea, the Lord is at _ 


hand, bur its Influence immediately | 


takes place, it checks every Extrava- 


gance, and inſpires an univerſal Mo- 5 
deration. 25 
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End of the Second VOLUME. 


